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FIRST WORDS

- Guest Editorial

Aaron Webster: A Co-op brother
who will not to be forgotten.
By Craig Hunter

What follows is a story that must be told and
retold, a story that must not be forgotten, a
story that touches us all as members LGBT
Communities and as Canadians.

Aaron Webster, 41, was the President of
Cityview Housing Co-op in Vancouver, BC.

Early in the morning of November 17, 2001,
Aaron Webster was murdered in a public park.
According to witnesses, he was attacked by a
group of three or four men. The Vancouver
Police have stated that they are treating the
case as a hate crime as his murder was
motivated by the fact that he was gay.

This story broke across Canada. In the
following days, there was sorrow, anger,
accusations and some new promises. | feel
that the most important thing is that we cannot
let Aaron’s story go untold, that we must share
it with everyone until what happened to Aaron
Webster has touched all of us.

My partner Jason and | attended the vigil in
Toronto’s Cawthra Square Park on November
24, 2001. We looked around the crowd for
familiar faces. There were faces that we
recognized from our work in Toronto’s gay
community. There were faces that we
recognized from our work in the co-op
community. And, more importantly, there were
many faces we did not recognize.

It was a quiet and reflective gathering and,
in a way, quite beautiful. There was candlelight
and messages of support for Aaron’s friends
and family, his co-op and the LGBT
Communities of Vancouver.

These people shivering in the darkness had
come from different ethnic and social
backgrounds. Some of them were gay, some
of them were not. Tonight it didn’t matter.
Tonight we all had a common bond: we were
the people who had come out to mourn a
victim of senseless violence. We listened to
the speakers, to those who talked about the
horror that had happened and to those who
talked about the man we had lost. We stayed
afterwards and listened to people tell stories
of how they had been victims of homophobia
and gay bashing. There was anger in some of
the voices, hopes for healing in others. All

plainly stated that this must never happen
again.

There have been many suggestions following
Aaron Webster’s murder. NDP MP Svend
Robinson recently introduced a Private
Member’s Bill to include sexual orientation
within federal hate crimes laws. Justice Minister
Anne McLellan has said she will now re-
consider the issue, but needs to “consult” with
provincial Ministers. EGALE (Equality for Gays
and Lesbians Everywhere) has suggested a
letter writing campaign. According to Xtra West,
Lorne Mayencourt, the openly gay Liberal
member of the BC provincial legislature who
represents downtown's (Vancouver)
Vancouver-Burrard riding, has scheduled a
meeting with education minister Christy Clark.
He wants to modify the school’s safety kits,
for example, so they'll address homophobia
alongside other forms of bullying and
discrimination.”

Aaron Webster’s death underscores the
violence that members of the LGBT
communities face on a daily basis. The fact
that Aaron was a co-op member brings that
fact closer to home for many of us.
Homophobia is real. And, it does happen.

As members of the LGBT Communities, we
cannot let this story fade into the background.
In this issue of The Voice there is a request
for action from EGALE (page 8 ) a message
and poem from the Co-operative Housing
Federation of BC (page 9) and an article and
photograph reprinted with permission from the
Toronto Star, (page 10).

We lost special member of the LGBT
Communities in Aaron Webster. He was
president of his co-op. He was someone’s
child, someone’s friend, and someone’s
neighbour. Don't let the violence happen to
your children, your friends or your neighbours.

Please note that this was a violent and
senseless attack and these articles may upset
some. We can all do only what our conscience
tells us, but | hope we will all take the time to
read Aaron’s story and share it with someone.
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" HAVE YOUR SAY

If you have something that you like to say about what you read in The Voice send a letter to

the editor. We'd like to hear from you!

You can email us at

or go to our web site at www.thevoice.on.ca and

click on HAVE YOUR SAY and use our form mail. If you'd like to snail mail us our address is on

page two.

| just wanted to respond to Marus
McKay's letter in the November 2001
issue of The Voice. | think it was great
to see another congregation in the area
making a statement of their total
inclusiveness. While [, too, was sur-
prised at the amount of space given to
it, | think it was fine. | also think The
First Unitarian Congregation of Water-
loo has some very good marketing
skills. Westminster United Church did
something similar a few years ago, but
the only coverage we got was the arti-
cle | wrote. Marus, the only way The
Voice will give more time to Christian-
ity or any other religion is for people to
write articles about their congregations
and experiences and submit them. |
don’t think the editorial staff at The
Voice is up on these things and it's up
to us to pass on the word of other reli-
gious places that are inclusive and ac-
cepting in our area.

Paul Warder, Kitchener

As a confused gay-Christian who of-
ten feels alienated in our community
for being Christian | have been mean-
ing to write for some time now to thank
you for having the wonderful column
on spirituality. | have learned a lot and
and just reading that column (“Spiritu-
ality” by Noel Springwood - monthly in
The Voice) has helped me to feel bet-
ter about myself.

| wonder if Mr. Springwood would con-
sider writing ‘specifically about recon-
ciling being Christian with being gay?

Robert Richardson, Kitchener

December

| have heard that WWRP has been in
the process of setting up a ‘working
constitution’. As a member of the com-
munity even though | think the consti-
tution is a good idea, | feel that the
objectives) of WWRP should be to put
on Pride and to be a support group for
other organizations in our community.
WWRP could be the grganization that
an individual who is looking for a serv-
ice, product or a support group could
contact and be provided with contact
information of those organizations that
can meet his/her needs.

| would be interested in giving an an-
nual donation to such an organization
if | could get an income tax receipt. To
join as a member, | would definitely not
be interested.

At WWRP’s annual general meeting
which | am unable to attend. | really
hope that whoever is elected into the
steering committee continues to work
on the constitution and the organiza-
tion’s structure to ensure that the needs
of our community are being met and
not that of personal agendas.

Anyone else out there have comments
or concerns about what the WWRP is
or isn't doing?

Name withheld at the request of the
writer.
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On November 6th, 2001 the Waterloo-
Wellington Regional Pride Committee
(WWRP) held its Annual General Meet-
ing. On that night, those in attendance
elected 8 people as the Steering Com-
mittee. The Steering Committee will
act as a Board of Directors until
WWREP is incorporated.

This year s theme is There s No Place
Like Home! Our local Pride Weekend
is June 7-9, 2002 but we Il be celebrat-
ing long before that. If everyone works
together, we Il be able to celebrate the
diversity of the LGBT communities in
our region with one hell of a party! We
re planning events for Kitchener, Wa-
terloo, Cambridge and Guelph. We
intend to be PROUD and LOUD.

We ve got a lot of new, fresh people
this year who have some very exciting
ideas. Are you ready for it? We hope
so. Working on the success of last
year, we plan to move forward. It s
our goal to bring the LGBT communi-

ties a wide varietysof events, vendors,

entertainment and FUN, FUN, FUN.
After all, our local Pride celebrations
are one of the first to kick off Pride sea-
son in Ontario. Let s show everyone
why There s No Place Like Home!

Here’s your chance to get involved with
Pride! If you are interested, please
contact us at
wwrp@RAINBOW.ON.CA or call our
NEW number insert number here to
leale a message. We need volunteers
to help with events all year long and
especially on Pride Weekend.

In the next little while, we Il be asking

YOU to help us by supporting our
fundraising events. So come out and
have FUN!

We re pleased to announce our new

LOGO CONTEST. We need a great
logo to represent this year s theme,
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Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride Up-Date

By Jason Moore

There s No Place Like Home! Submit your ideas in jpeg format to our email
address or submit it on a disk by snail mail. Contest deadline is Jan 31, 2002.
The winner will receive a profile in both the 2002/2003 Rainbow Directory and
Pride Guide, public acknowledgement at the opening ceremonies and other fabu-
lous prizes. The winning entry will be announced on our website in February and
in the March edition of The Voice. (Entries become property of the WWRP and
cannot be returned.)

You can contact WWRP at wwrp@rainbow.on.ca or by snail mail at our NE
postal address

Waterloo-Wellington Regional Pride Committee
P.O. BOX 31009
25 Frederick Street
Kitchener, Ontario
N2H 6M0

Check out our website at www.rainbow.on.ca for updates on our progress.

Curren ring Commi

Craig Hunter President

Ms. A.J. Mahari Vice President
Melody Alderwick Secretary

Cefn Fforest Treasurer
Rick Sickinger Fundraising/Events Director
Jay Moore Promotions/Marketing Director
Kathy Frey Director-at-Large

Suzanne Botsford Director-at-Large (appointed Nov 30, 2001)

» 3%y CHRISTINA KARDOL msw. rs.w.
L) @

“iﬂ"? Providing opportunity for insight, empowerment and
personal growth in a respectful and supportive environment.

Individual and Couple Counselling

® Anziety ® Addictions

® Depression ® Self-esteem 88 York Street
® Sexual Abuse ® Assertiveness Kitcl'lener

® Sexuality ® Personal Growth 519-571-1R
* ﬂ(e[atwn.sﬁtp Issues 9 Sliding Fee Scale
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Fear and Loathing in the Middle Class

Middle-class Canadians find dozens of reasons not to belp the poor. In

reality, though, the cost of belping may be far less than teh cost of apathy.

By Randy Richmond

Christmas must be coming; the poor are back.
They're in the newspaper and on television and
radio. They're the subject of teary stories and cam-
paigns in schools, churches and charities. The sad
faces. The worn-out clothing. The little kids who don't
know Santa.

You know the routine. Plunk a coin in the Salva-
tion Army kettle, throw a couple of cans of beans
into the food bank bin, drop off some old clothing.
God bless us, everyone, and pass the turkey. And
the great thing is, they're gone by February, which
is just about when our credit-card bills come in.

Let's be honest; we don't want them around all
year. We don't care that much about them.

If we did care, there wouldn't be so many of these
facts and figures, gleaned from Statistics Canada
and local and provincial social agencies: The pro-
vincial Tory government has cut most welfare ben-
efits and shelter allowances by 21.6 per cent, kept
minimum wages frozen and eliminated a $37-a-
month extra payment for preg-
nant women on welfare.

About 1.7 million people lived
in poverty in Ontario in 1996.
About 500,000 children lived in
poverty, an increase of 99 per
centin eight years. A recent poll
showed 58 per cent of
Ontarians approve of the job
Premier Mike Harris is doing.

The federal government has
limited its contributions to so-
cial assistance to the provinces
and tightened access to unem-
ployment insurance.

(Canada's poverty rate in 1996
was the highest since the mid-
1980s. While average family in-
comes in Canada stabilized between 1995 and
1996, the incomes of the poorest 20 per cent
dropped. A recent poll showed 65 per cent of Ca-
nadians approve of the job Prime Minister Jean
Chretien is doing.

More Londoners live in low-income households,
15.2 per cent, than the provincial average, 13.1
per cent. About 2,500 Londoners are waiting for
subsidized housing, triple the number in 1995. The
proportion of children in low-income households
in London rose to 18.8 per cent in 1996 from 15.2
per cent five years earlier. The provincial average is
17.7 per cent.

London gives less per capita to the United Way
than Windsor, Sarnia, Kitchener-Waterloo, Toronto
and Ottawa, and less than the provincial average.

That's a lot of discouraging facts and figures, and
my gut response is likely the same as many others
in the middle class: Oh Lord, please don't let me
become poor.

That's one reason for our indifference, if not out-
right hostility, to the poor. We're so busy trying to
avoid poverty, we have little inclination to help those
already stuck in it. After two recessions in the '80s
and '90s, thousands of job cuts and several stock
market scares, no one is taking their seat at the
middle-class banquet table for granted. It's become
a game of musical chairs; every time the economy
slows, another seat is taken away.

And we've got our own statistics to keep us awake
at night. The mortgage, car payments, tuition fees
and credit card bills. Average family income, single
income, male income, female income, young income
and old income fell between 1990 and 1995, ac-
cording to Statistics Canada's 1996 census, released
this year. Meanwhile, the price of living was going
up.

"The middle class has become
far more nervous about their
own security and stability," says
Rev. Susan Eagle, a city coun-
cillor and anti-poverty activist
who spends much of her day
trying to get the middle class
to care about the poor.

It's not just the recessions,
stock market tumbles and
never-ending layoffs that have
us middle-classers worried, she
says. We're feeling smothered
by taxes. That's because gov-
ernments and corporate lead-
ers looking to cut spending
have been telling us that for
years, says Eagle.

"It creeps into the language," she says. These days,
the media routinely add "tax-weary" to the word
"Londoners" whenever budget stories arise, she
adds.

We used to happily pay for these programs, so
long as we were getting good services for our taxes,
says Roderic Beaujot, a University of Western On-
tario sociology professor. But debt-conscious gov-
ernments began cutting the level of services -- serv-
ices that the middle class used. The middle class
turned its back on universality of social services.
"We lost the middle class," says Beuijot.

Social programs eat up so many of our tax dol-
lars, so we're told, that it makes sense -- common
sense -- to cut them to save us all. And we middle
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classers don't mind if those programs are one$
that help the poor, because, even though we may
fret about our slipping economic status, we really
don't think we're ever going to go on welfare. Eve-
rywhere we look, we've got proof of how well we're
doing. We've got nice houses and nice cars and
nice neighbourhoods. Many, if not most of us, live
in the suburbs. The closest we get to poverty is
spotting a panhandler while we're stopped at a red
light downtown.

"The less exposed we are to the poor, the less we
see their side," says Eagle. The less we see, the
more we think it's not really that bad to be poor. In
spite of all the cuts, most people still think there's a
good safety net for the poor, says Eagle.

There's a welfare office and there's the Children's
Aid Society, the middle class think. These people
are being looked after. Even when we try to help,
we wonder why we bother.

On Halloween night, my wife came back from the
door shaking her head at dropping a few pennies
into a Unicef box.

"I hate doing this," she said. "We put pennies into
little boxes and the poor in some country can eat
for another day, while the corporations and gov-
ernments that cause the poverty keep doing what
they've been doing all along. What's the point?"

And if our politics can't bring ourselves to blame
the government or our corporate society, we can
always blame the poor themselves.

The stories that have run in The London Free Press
this week about poverty have raised a few eyebrows
all right, not just about the level of poverty in the
city, but about how some poor people spend their
money and live.

No one is telling us anything different. The main-
stream Christian churches, though hardly perfect,
used to temper middle-class greed with the occa-
sional lesson about helping the poor. But how many
of us bother going to church any more? The reli-
gions replacing Christianity -- self-help books, affir-
mation seminars and personal enhancement vid-
eos -- have little to do with helping others. It's hard
to worry about the poor's salvation when we're
working on our own.

You can't argue with spirituality. Or any of the other
good reasons to forget the poor. Take your pick:
It's their fault. It's too big a problem. There's wel-

Continued on Page 21
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LGBT SPECTRUM

I'm getting fed up with Santa Claus.
With Christmas hot upon us again, I'm
writing my usual letter. This year, how-
ever, it's more of an ultimatum. I've had
it. Year after year of being good, writ-
ing and waiting - for nothing. It's more
than | can bear. So this is it. No more.
If | don’t get what | ask for this year,
good bye Santa. Good bye for good.

OK That sounds pretty desperate; so,
let me explain.

| started writing Santa a long time ago.
| write very polite, almost poetic letters.
I always ask for the politically correct
and socially laudable things: peace,
understanding, patience, prosperity,
community, comfort and joy. Then, al-
most as a second thought and quite
slyly, | think, | slip in my own special
request. It's always the same. | ask for
a handsome, gorgeous, sculpted and
hung hunk to share my life.

Now, | ask you: is that so terrible? Good
grief, you can look in almost any Gay
publication and finds hundreds, thou-
sands, even millions of guys doing the
same thing. So, it seems to me to be
perfectly acceptable to ask Santa to
bring me someone special.

Well, apparently Santa doesn'’t find it
so easy. The Porno Magazine subscrip-
tion | got a few years ago just didn’t
cut it. At least, Santa knew better not
to send a VCR or DVD. | don’t have
either of those technical advance-
ments. Moreover, vicarious compan-
ionship and out and out exhibitionism
isn’t what I'm looking for anyway. For
the most part, those productions seem
far too athletic and no one ever seems
to be having any fun. Never knew that
Sex could be so dismally serious.

Same with the Dildo of the Month Club
membership that arrived the following

Santa Baby: This Is Your Last Chance

By Charles W. Westfall

year. It isn’'t that | wasn’t fascinated by
the shapes, sizes, colours, textures
and, often, mechanical features of the
Plastic or Rubber Priapus that arrived
each month. They were intriguing.
Also, the thought that maybe someone
had actually served as a model for the
original cast roused a bit of curiosity, if
nothing more. No, that was, ultimately,
a disappointment, too.

Last year's Ken Doll was simply em-
barrassing. Not that | didn’t enjoy get-
ting a Ken doll. No, it was the fact that
Santa would even think that I'd settle
for that kind of Toy Boy. That's totally
laughable. I'm far more discerning.

Mind you, the Ken Doll does look com-
fortable surrounded by my collection
of stuffed animals. And, | can be happy
that he didn’t leave the gift I've dreaded
most: one of those inflatable simula-
tors that are supposed to be hard to
distinguish from to the real thing. The
grotesque and fixed smile alone is
enough to turn me off.

There’s usually a collection of sex toys
scattered among my gifts. Most of
them have clips, straps, applications,
flavours and instructions that leave me
quite bewildered. Often the prospect,
not of pleasure, but of pain and dis-
comfort they promise prompts me to
relegate them quickly to a closet
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shelf.But, what good is a closetfull of
toys if there’s no one to play with any-
way?

So, this year, I've decided to help Santa
Claus. It's a last ditch attempt to be
perfectly clear and uncompromising in
my request so that he can be perfectly
clear and uncompromising in what he
delivers.

For starters, | checked out some per-
sonal columns. Immediately, | discov-
ered why Santa might be experiencing
some problems, even confusion over
what | thought was something simple.

The categories of hunk, companion,
lover, trick, boy toy, man toy and part-
ner available were almost endless.
Check these out, from just one ad:
Romance, Friendship and Hanging
Out, Phone Buddies, Transsexual and
Transgender Relationships, One Night
Stands, Total Tops, Submissive Bot-
toms, First Timers, Bi-Guys, Bi-curious
Guys, Bears and Big Men, Leather and
SM, Fetishes, Kink and Raunch,
Transgender Admirers, Shemales and
Cross Dressers. Another was more
general, offering simply Hot Men, Hard
Men, Hung Men and Horny men. Most
promised that with just one phone call
and just a few dollars per minute, |
could get, if not one, at least some, they
didn’t specify one or some of what, and
that | could get some that very night. |
wondered if they might even include
Pizza and Wings. Probably not be-
cause these weren't even the profes-
sionals, just the lonely guys.

Well, Santa, | was beginning to expe-
rience the very dilemma you must face
when you get letters that have requests
like mine. Without even reading the
individual ads available, my head was
fairly spinning with the wide array of
choices to be had.



Oddly enough, and as an aside, | didn’t
find the same kind of attention getting
services available for women. Do Les-
bians do it differently? They must know
something that Gay Men don't. At least,
they know how to be more discrete and
indirect about it. Maybe | should be-
come a Lesbian. That seems to prom-
ise a less volatile existence. Or maybe
I’'m just reading the wrong mags.

In the meantime, I'm getting desper-
ate. So, desperate, in fact, that I'm
thinking of trekking down to the local
street worker corner and standing there
provocatively until some John comes
along and picks me up. On second
thought, though, at my age the very
fact that I'm standing at all is often pro-
vocative enough. If fact it is often
evocative, too, of sympathy.

Well, the upshot of all this is, that time
is running out, for me and for Santa
Claus. If my gorgeous, loving, sexy,
caring, rich and
generous hunk
isn’t under the tree
this year, that's it.
Over and done
with. No more let-
ters, Santa. |
might even start a
rumour that he'’s
just a myth anyway. A man of empty
promises and false hopes. Come to
think of it, not a superman, but some-
one not so different from a lot of the
men I've met. But that's another story.
Meanwhile, it'll be Bah Humbug for me
from this year on if | don’t get what |
want for Christmas.

For the moment, however, I'm still a
believer. So, my letter is on it's way to
Santa, along with my wish for peace,
prosperity, joy and love for all, espe-
cially my readers, friends and family.

Happy Holidays and Happy Hunting to
all.

Charles W. Westfall is a writer living in
Hamilton. This column is a Voice ex-
clusive.
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EGALE recognizes both physical and
verbal assaults as hate crimes. We
lobbied vigorously to see gay-
bashings, and other crimes motivated
by hatred on the ground of sexual ori-
entation, included as hate crimes un-
der the sentencing legislation (Bill C-
41) back in 1994-95, and our submis-
sions also called for the simultaneous
expansion of the hate propaganda pro-
visions of the Criminal Code. A copy
of our submissions can be found on
our Website at:

http://www.egale.ca/politics/c41/c41 txt

For those unfamiliar with the rel-
evant Criminal Code provisions, the
two sections dealing with hate
crimes are:

(a) Section 718.2 of Bill C-41, which
provides:

“(i) evidence that the offence was
motivated by bias, prejudice or hate
based on race, national or ethnic ori-
gin, language, colour, religion, sex,
age, mental or physical disability,
sexual orientation or any other similar
factor, ... shall be deemed to be ag-
gravating circumstances.”

(b) Section 318(4) of the Criminal Code
creates a substantive crime of promot-
ing hatred against identifiable groups.
The definition of “identifiable groups”
is underinclusive, however, and does
not include hate propaganda on
grounds such as sexual orientation,
gender, disability etc. There is also a
‘religious exemption’ for those who pro-
mote hatred based upon their sincere
religious beliefs.

The recent Action Alert calls for com-
munity support to see sexual orienta-
tion included in the hate propaganda

rovisions, and also for the reform of
provocation law so that gay-bashers
are no longer able to rely upon the ‘ho-
mosexual panic’ defence.

EGALE ACTION ALERT

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD IN THE
STRUGGLE AGAINST HATRED!

The Background:

- On Saturday, November 17, 2001, gay Vancouver resident Aaron Webster
was viciously beaten to death in Stanley Park;

- Lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgendered people are common targets of
hate crimes across Canada;

- We are currently excluded from federal hate propaganda laws, making it
perfectly legal to promote hatred against our communities;

- In addition, gay-bashers are often able to rely on the discredited ‘homosexual
panic’ defence, claiming they were justified in committing murder because the
victim ‘came on’ to them;

- In 1999, Justice Minister Anne McLellan said she would make “necessary
changes” to the Criminal Code to protect gays and lesbians under hate
propaganda laws “in the coming months”. She has done nothing;

- NDP MP Svend Robinson recently introduced a Private Member’s Bill to
include sexual orientation within federal hate crimes laws;

- Justice Minister Anne McLellan has said she will now re-consider the issue,
but needs to “consult” with provincial Ministers.

THE TIME FOR TALK IS PAST!
ACT NOW TO HOLD MINISTER McLELLAN TO HER COMMITMENT!

Please phone, write, fax or e-mail the Justice Minister today!

- Tell her it's time to take action to protect lesbians, gays, bisexuals and
transgendered people from hatred and violence;

- Ask when she will be amending the Criminal Code to include lesbians, gays,
bisexuals and transgendered people within the hate propaganda provisions;
- Ask when she will reform provocation law so that gay-bashers can no longer
rely on the discredited ‘homosexual panic’ defense to justify violence against
members of our communities.

You can contact the Minister of Justice (postage free) clo:

The Hon. Anne McLellan, PC, MP
Minister of Justice
House of Commons,

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Ph:
Fax:

e-mail: I

Let EGALE know what response you get:
EGALE; 1-888-204-7777; fax: 613-230-9395;
egale.canada@egale.ca

Afffordalble [Bloustng?

CR
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Murder Victim was
President of

City-View Co-op

Reprinted with permission CHF BC

Cityview Housing Co-op members
are grieving the loss of their
president, Aaron Webster,
murdered in Stanley Park on
November 17th in an apparent
case of gaybashing.

The following is a poem written by
a member of the co-op on behalf
of all Aaron’s friends and
neighbours at Cityview:

With all our love
you are in the airms of the angels now

How do you let death in
when life itself is such a struggle?

How do you embrace
brutal bruises and blows
think comfort for

the unthinkable?

How do you save a life
when the last breath is already gone?

If I could wrap my arms
tight around you
carry you through the pain

open the windows wide
for the light to shine in

I would carry you a million miles
to hear the song of the sea again
Scatter your nightmares

across the face of the sun

| would smile with you
surrender you to the heavens
watch your spirit like an eagle
soar free

At CHF BC’s annual general
meeting on November 24,
delegates stood for a minute’s
silence in memory of Aaron. Also
CHF BC directors Diane Winkler
and Cathy Andre took time out of
the AGM to attend an emotional
public service held for Aaron held

at St. John’s United Church.

In Toronto, housing co-operators
(including members of the Lesbian
Gay Bisexual and Transgendered
Peoples Caucus) and members of the
Lesbian Gay Bisexual and
Transgendered Communities at large
held a vigil in memory of Aaron in
Cawthra Square Park on Church
Street.

Cityview members ask that, in lieu
of flowers, donations be sent to
groups working to fight intolerance
and hate crimes. The co-op will ac-
cept cards and letters sent care of

Lisa, #403 - |l East Pender
Street,
Vancouver BC

vsL I

ﬂ In a world
full of

olden Triangle On Line

ee. Free web bmwser and email software.
as of free space for your personal website.

Ip Desk support an

mucb more.

Talophcna. 519-576-4649 ‘l'oll Fr
. lnternec, httpdlwww.golden.nat
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Vigil remembers gay man beaten to death

‘We have lost a brother’

By Nicholas Keung (Toronto Star Staff Reporter)

They all feel they knew Aaron Webster
- if not personally, at least through the
familiar experience of feeling threat-
ened simply for being gay.

Thousands of kilometres from Van-
couver’s Stanley Park, where the 41-
year-old man was killed Nov. 17 in what
police call a gay-bashing attack, 150
people gathered in Toronto last night
to mourn his death - and condemn the
senseless vio-
lence against
one of their own.

“l did not know
Aaron, but |
know he’'s yet
another gay man
who had been a
victim of mind-
less, senseless
homophobia,”
said Tom
Warner, an activist and educator
against homophobia.

“We have to stay strong to be visible,
speak up, make demands and bring
about changes.”

Vancouver police said Webster was
attacked by three or more assailants,

Nunns i{ollow Guest
Suites, Woodstock

separate entrance,
large guest-only areas.
Wonderful romantic dinners available.
Friendly hosts John and Jim.
Jacuzzi, fireplace,
stained glass, antiques.
$65 and $85 including breakfast
519-539-9780
www.nunnshollow.on.ca

some armed with baseball bats or pool
cues, early that morning in Stanley

Park, a cruising spot for men to meet
other men. His bloodied body - naked
except for hiking boots and socks - was
found in a parking lot about 2:30 a.m.
Yesterday’s vigil at Toronto’s Cawthra
Square Park on Church St., near
Wellesley St., followed a memorial
service last Sunday at Stanley Park,
attended by
2,000 outraged
Vancouver resi-
dents.

“l feel sorrow
and anger,” said
Helen Knight,
who has a lesbian
daughter. “It
could be my own
child.  Things
have changed,
but this (attack) set everything back 10
years.” Peter O’'Neill agreed. “We
must stand up for anti-violence, not
necessarily for gays and lesbians, but
anybody. I'm overwhelmed that people
could do this to one another,” said the
56-year-old Toronto man.

Toronto police Constable Judy
Nosworthy, liaison officer with the city’s
gay and lesbian community, told
mourners, “We have lost a brother, and
we have to make sure it doesn’t hap-
pen again.”

Ernie LaCasse, a community mem-
ber of the police liaison committee, said
issues involving the community’s
safety were raised at its recent meet-
ing, and he encouraged victims of gay-
bashing to report to police.

“We do not need tolerance; it makes
us less than who we are. We want full
acceptance,” said LaCasse, before
signing a condolence book to be deliv-
ered to Webster’s friends.

Vancouver police have received about
a dozen tips and interviewed four wit-
nesses, but are still hunting for sus-
pects.

Re-Printed with permission from
the Toronto Star.
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Community rallies after gay-
bashing

Aaron Webster, 41, savagely
beaten to death near popular
gay stroll

Members of Vancouver’s gay com-
munity are set to march down Davie
Street on Sun- o=
day November . §
18th, in the af-
ternoon in hon- :
ourof WestEnd ™
resident Aaron
Webster.

The 41-year-old was the victim of
what police say was a brutal gay-
bashing in Stanley Park early Satur-
day.

“It's early in the investigation, of
course, but we certainly see some
earmarks that that could in fact be
the case,” said Vancouver police
spokesperson Det. Scott Driemel.
“The fact that we have a victim that
is naked (and) it is in an area that is
frequented by a number of people in
the gay community in the city of Van-
couver ... we can't discount that. It
is a possibility.”

Webster was found badly beaten
near the Bridle Path, across Park
Drive from Second Beach, at about
2:30 a.m. He had been hit repeat-
edly in the head and upper body with
what police say was a baseball bat
or a pool cue by at least three men.

Dreimel said Saturday that the po-
lice were “putting out a caution to
members of that community who at-
tend the park at night for social ac-
tivity.”

“The park after dark can be a dan-
gerous place,” he said.

The march is expected to get un-
der way just after 1 p.m. The walk
starts at the Little Sisters bookstore
at 1238 Davie St. and will head down
Davie towards English Bay.

Once there, several people are ex-
pected to make speeches including
Vancouver-Burrard MLA Lorne
Mayencourt and a member of the po-
lice department. Some people will
then head into the park to the area
where Webster’s body was found.

© Copyright2001 CanWest
Interactive
http://www.canada.com




SHADES O GRE{

On Saturday November 18th, Aaron
Webster, a gay man, was beaten to
death in a Vancouver-area park. The
scene of this crime is described as
being a “well-knowngay-stroll in the
park”. (Globe & Mail, November 20,
2001 - “Park slaying won't stop en-
counters by gay man”) Police have
determined that Webster's murder was
a hate-crime.

In The Globe and Mail, on Tuesday
November 20, 2001, Robert Matas, in
his column, “Park slaying won’t stop
encounters by gay man”, writes, “The
killing of Aaron Webster ... angered a
lot of people in the gay community, but
it will have no impact on Mr. Takhar’s
preference for anonymous park sex.

When “cruising,” he prefers the park
to Vancouver’s numerous gay pubs or
sex-phone lines, Mr. Takhar said ...”

Matas continues, “They have re-
sponded to the killing with defiance,
defending their right to be in the park.
Park sex is widely regarded as an im-
portant part of gay culture in the city.”

Apparently the spot where Webster
was murdered has been a popular area
for park sex for years.

These facts notwithstanding, clearly,
Aaron Webster did not deserve to die,
nor should he have met with such hate
and violence. Many said that he was
beaten, and ultimately killed, for being
gay and not because he may have
been in the park that night to engage
in sex in the park.

Some who engage in park sex say it
is ‘safe’ because it is spontaneous and
anonymous and that they seek it out
so that they do not have to be con-
cerned about others in their lives know-
ing about their orientation.

The question all hate-crimes raise, is,
how ‘safe’ is park sex?

C. Franklin, of Montreal, re-
cently shared the following on
an email list:

Sex In The Park Was Not What
Murdered Aaron Welbster

By Ms. A.J. Mahari

“I'm sorry to say, but | have a RE-
ALLY hard time understanding the
concept of anonymous, public (and
to my knowledge, illegal ??) sexual
activity to be of “cultural” importance.

1, for one, do not understand the
compulsion to have anonymous
sexual encounters with other peo-
ple in a public area and put oneself
at risk for disease (if names are not
given, surely medical histories are
not exchanged!?!?), arrest or vio-
lence.

Please understand that | am NOT
suggesting that anyone who goes to
a park for sex is asking to be beaten
orkilled. | am NOT suggesting any-
thing of the sort. That is just as ludi-
crous as suggesting that a woman
is asking to be raped because of
what she’s wearing.

| am, however, slightly questioning
the wisdom in judgment of people
who knowingly put themselves in
harm’s way for something that can
be done in the privacy of one’s own
home, a hotel room, or scores of less
conspicuous or dangerous places.

| personally find it offensive to sug-
gest that illegal public sex is in any
way part of my “gay culture”.

| find that these sorts of statements
only reinforce the widely-believed no-
tion that being gay is all about sex -
nothing more - and that is very hard
for me to stomach, especially know-
ing how that fact negatively affects
struggles for equality and protection
under the law.”

(re-printed with Franklin's permis-
sion)

Whether one agrees with park sex or
not, Webster’s murder should give long
pause for thought. Another brother, is
gone, murdered at the hands of homo-
phobic-hatred. Murdered, according to
witnesses, not because of his reason

December 2001

for being in the park that night, or for
the area in the park that he was in, but
murdered, that night, because he was
gay. That is absolutely unacceptable.

How far have we come, really? Does
the answer to this question matter even
half as much as the answer we need
to find to the question, how much fur-
ther do we have to go?

How much further do we have to go in
order to end such senseless hate-filled
and bigoted violence? How much fur-
ther do we have to go to educate those
who just don’t understand that no mat-
ter what differences exist between peo-
ple, there is no such thing as a differ-
ence that gives licence to disrespect
and devalue the right of another to his
or her life?

It is that long road that we still have to
travel that is one major reason that gay
pride is still so necessary. Pride is not
just a party, it's about visibility and edu-
cation too. When you attend any Pride
Celebration, think of Aaron Webster.

The loss of one is a loss to us all. The
act of homophobic-hatred that took
Aaron Webster’s life throws the brutal
bloody ball back into our court. Yes our
court. It is up to each and every one of
us to do his/her part in caring enough
to be a part of the solution -- educa-
tion! We must continue to work peace-
fully to ensure our safety and basic hu-
man rights.

When you think about gay pride, re-
member Aaron Webster.

The opinions expressed in this column
are those of A.J. Mahari, only, and are
not made from any editorial standpoint
of The Voice Magazine.
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Opportunities

You have the opportunity of making
more money working for yourself than
for someone else. Even though there
is no limit on what you can earn, it is
limited only by your energy, manage-
ment skills and financial position. Stud-
ies show, however, that making money
is not one of the main motivating fac-
tors of small business ownership.

If you continuously monitor your busi-
ness and be willing to change and take
risk when necessary. You must also
watch the competition. As a small
business, you can usually add new
products and services quickly. Re-
cently | discovered that one of my
larger competitors is offering tax ad-
vice online for $19.00 per inquiry. The
company will respond within 2 days.
Since | am currently setting up my own
website, tax advice online would not
be very difficult to add. It also allows
my company to be a part of the e-com-
merce fad.

Your Own Boss
Being your own boss, you set your own

priorities as the decision maker. You
have control over your own destiny, as

Starting a Small Business:

The Advantages

By Darren Kregar

you are the only person responsible for
the success of your company. You may
set the hours you want that can accom-
modate your personal and lifestyle
needs. You can determine your own
style and type of work environment. As
you are your own boss, you cannot be
laid off or be fired.

Even though you are your own boss,
your customers are essentially your
boss. You must satisfy them by being
open to when they want your product
or service. Set prices that your cus-
tomers are willing to pay. Provide prod-
ucts and services that your customers
want and need. If you don’t pay atten-
tion to your customers, they can es-
sentially fire you by taking their busi-
ness elsewhere.

Tax Advantages

Their are some tax benefits over peo-
ple who are employed. For example
medical insurance premiums can be
deducted at 100% as a business ex-
pense instead of as a tax credit. If you
operate a home based business, you
may deduct a percentage of your home
expenses based on the space you use
in your home.

Back in the September issue | listed some of the disadvantages of starting a
small business. Some of these disadvantages include: irregular cash flows,
no benefits, paperwork and time consuming. This month | will now focus on

2 the advantages.

Some of the expenses that you can
deduct from your income that as an
employed individual cannot is a por-
tion of your internet and cell phone
costs, travel expenses, computer
leases, percentage of all auto expenses
that relate to earning income and books
and subscriptions that you purchase to
remain up-to-date in your business.

Prestige and Status

If your business is successful, you will
receive status and recognition. People
will look up to you as a successful en-
trepreneur. You will be able to drive
the vehicle you want, such as a BMW
or a Mercedes. You can become part
of networking groups, participate in
community events and receive media
attention.

If you are planning to start a small busi-
ness and would like to meet to discuss
your idea(s) and the tax consequence,
call (ETS). Darren Kregar, owner of
ETS is a graduate of WLU'’s Diploma
in Accounting program. Along with as-
sisting business in developing their
business plans, ETS also offers book-
keeping and tax planning for self-em-
ployed individuals.
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Mention this ad and save 20 percent off the price of a personal tax return!

ECONOMICAL TAX SERVICES

(Seasonal Feb. - May)
Highland Hills Mall
Kitchener, Ontario
519-578-7691

207 King St. S., (Second Floor)
Waterloo, Ontario
519-746-6500
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Fake Cop Blackmails Man
In Park Sex Scam

by Jack Siu
365Gay.com Newscenter
in Toronto

A closeted Toronto man has been
bilked out more than $10,000 by a
phoney police officer who threat-
ened to tell his wife her husband
was having gay sex, and police
believe there may be more victims.

Police tell 365Gay.com the victim
was cruising for sex in a park in the
city’s east end when he was ap-
proached by a man. When the vic-
tim indicated he was interested in
the sex, the man identified himself
as a police officer. The phoney cop
said he was on undercover duty and
gave a false name and police
badge number, although no badge
was shown.

The fake officer took down the
man’s name, address, and elicited
other personal details, including the
fact he is married.

The victim was told he would be
charged with indecent assault un-
less he paid $500. The shakedown
artist also threatened to tell the
man'’s wife. In addition, the phoney
cop told the man that there was
video surveillance of the man.

Over the next few months the vic-
tim was conned out of more than
ten thousand dollars. Finally, he got
up the courage to go to police.

When the fake officer made an-
other attempt to get money out of
the victim, police moved in and ar-
rested him. None of the money has
been recovered.

Charged with extortion and imper-
sonating a police officer is 38 year
old David James Spurrell.

Police say the victim does identify
himself as being either gay or bi-
sexual, and believe there may be
other victims out there. Officers are
urging anyone who has been black-
mailed by a man purporting to be a
Toronto police officer to come for-
ward and call the Major Crimes Unit
at (416) 808-4201.
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Spiritual Life: The Quest for Freedom

To Have And To Hold ... Till Death
By Noel Springwood

As same sex couples across Canada
place their lives and marriages on the
line again before the courts, the same
tired mishmash of specious arguments
is surfacing from the nay sayers. | for
one am tired of hearing them and want
to try, once and for all, to set the record
straight. Stripped of all the rhetoric,
emotion, superstition and religious
trappings, the entire matter is actually
quite simple.

Fundamentally, it is a question of a
conflict between basic human rights
and the law. That shouldn’t present too
much of a problem. It becomes prob-
lematic, however, when a lot of extra-
neous factors are poured in to muddy
the waters of debate. Most of these
extraneous factors arise from religious
traditions and beliefs.

Chief among the false arguments is the
one which says that marriage is a un-
ion between a man and a woman who
want to raise a family. Well, that not
only puts the cart before the horse, it

diminishes one of the most important -

aspects of a marriage: the love be-
tween the partners.

Whenever | hear the procreation/fam-
ily argument, I'm reminded of a state-

Individual and Couple
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. Anger Management
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Susan A. Cox

MASc. (Psychology)

279 Weber Street North,
Suite 102, Waterloo, Ont

Tel.
Fax.

ment | read on the subject in the early
60’s, written by two of the most re-
spected experts of the day, Frank and
Maisie Ward. As near as | can recall,
they said that if a couple based their
decision to get married on the desire
to have children, “their wooing was
much too sociological.”

That statement has stayed with me and
served me well as | helped many het-
erosexual couples prepare for mar-
riage. | think it can also serve in the
current arguments over same sex mar-
riage.

In essence, a marriage is just a con-
tract. It is a civil contract between two
persons who bind themselves to share
their lives according to a generally ac-
cepted set of values, privileges and
restrictions. In essence, it has nothing
to do with religion or child bearing. As
a contract, it requires simply that the
parties understand the obligations they
are assuming, that there is no legal
obstacle preventing them from doing
this and that they are free from any kind
of force or manipulation in entering into
the contract. That's it. No more; no
less.

Now, to deal with all the apples and
oranges that get tossed into the fray.

The most popular negative position is
that legalisation of same sex marriages
will destroy the very fabric of our so-
cial structure. It is encouraging to note
that few opposition voices still use this
argument and that fewer still actually
believe it. It is born simply from deep
rooted homophobia and has little logic
or evidence to support it.

Children do have a place in the pic-
ture. While it is no secret that marriage
is not at all necessary for procreation,
it is can be a help for those who choose
to have children without the protections
it offers. From this point of view, mar-
riage can provide a kind of stability and
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security for the nurturing and growth
of the child. The family structure can
be a helpful nucleus for social devel-
opment and interaction. When all the
parts are in place and working well, this
is true. The fact that the family is con-
sidered, and proven to be, the most
violent of social structures would seem
to indicate that it doesn’t always work.

Also, from this point of view, it is the
child that becomes the excuse for the
marriage and ultimately an object of
resentment for parents who get to
thinking, “If it wasn’t for you, we
wouldn’t be in this mess.” Whether
admitted or not, this is undoubtedly one
of the main underlying reasons for di-
vorce.

Only the Roman Catholic Church ex-
acts an assurance from those enter-
ing marriage that they will “accept chil-
dren lovingly from God.” At the same
time, it is no secret that children do not
or may not ever come into the picture
at all. It all depends on how careful a
heterosexual couple is in controlling the
possibility of conception.

The same Church, in a marvellous jug-
gling of principles and theological dis-
tinctions, has a major problem with any
but the “natural” method of birth con-
trol. Most other religions are much
more liberal in accepting the options
available in this respect. However it
works out, even those who shout most
loudly about family values in the light
of same sex marriage probably dismiss
them quite easily in other contexts.

Now, we get to the main religious ar-
gument, that marriage is a sacred in-
stitution, established by God to propa-
gate the human race. Well, I'm not sure
that Adam and Steve were ever mar-
ried anyway. Even if they were, it is in-
teresting to note that, in the popular
Genesis story, there are suddenly a lot
of people around. They must have
come from spontaneous combustion or



generations of incest, if we can believe
the scripture account.

It is also important to note that much
of the Scriptural emphasis on marriage
comes from a strong cultural impetus
to create a strong and viable society
of “chosen” people who could govern
themselves and others from an enlight-
ened set of social directives. Current
religious tradition seems not to have
moved far from this somewhat limited
vision of social evolution.

The argument gets further muddled by
the popular misconception that it is the
officiating “minister” who performs the
marriage. Au contraire. It is the two
parties directly involved who formulate
and enter into the contract. Everyone
else, minister, priest, best man, ma-
tron of honour, bridesmaids, flower
girls, ring boys, parents, relatives,
friends, ex-lovers and partners are wit-
nesses, only witnesses, only that and
nothing more.

The fact that someone may still say,
“By the powers invested in me, | now
pronounce you husband and wife”, is
a meaningless barnacle. The only pow-
ers are the powers of acting as an offi-
cial witness to the contract.

Marriage is a beautiful and treasured
institution. Because it is, in itself, quite
free of those elements that can dem-
onstrate that fact, we embellish it with
ceremony and song and celebration.
These elements also remind us that
those venturing upon a married life to-
gether need support and encourage-
ment. Marriage is also a challenging
enterprise.

Unfortunately, social and religious cus-
tom has come to look upon the trap-

pings as the reality and has invested
marriage with dimensions and limita-
tions it does not, in itself, possess.

In the current argument about same
sex marriages, we would do well not
to get side-tracked into arguments that,
in themselves, have nothing to do with
the case. Those who want marriage to
be something more sacred or more
sociological or more politically correct
can invest their own marriages with
those things, at will, for themselves.

For the rest of us, if two persons love
one another and want to proclaim pub-
licly that because of that love they want
to share their lives with one another,
let them. Moreover, if they want to
strengthen that commitment with a le-
gally binding contract, let them. And
finally, if they want to register that con-
tract so that it can have the same pro-
tections as any other contract of its
kind, they should be encouraged to do
so.

NOEL SPRINGWOOD served most of
his life as a Roman Catholic Priest.
A Voice exclusive.

September 11, 2001:

Gay Victims & Heroes

A web site to ensure that those
who lost their lives on September
11, 2001 and were lesbian or gay
are remembered and ac-
knowledged. Thoughtful site with
interesting and informative links
as well.

www.angelfire.com/fl13/
uraniamanuscripts/sept11.html
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i i} or ACCKWA, The AIDS Committee 570-3687 \ 9 E 4
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Confessions of a Late Bloomer

If divorce is a two-way street, then for-
giveness is a three-way intersection.
Before asking my ex-wife’s forgiveness,
| had to forgive her.

Before forgiving her, | had to forgive
myself.

During our marriage, | had not been
honest. | had pretended to be some-
one | was not. While | was faithful, |
knew | was gay. I've been gay for as
long as | can remember.

After our divorce, any attempt at rec-
onciliation seemed impossible. My ex-
wife cut off all spoken communication.

In an effort to rebuild our broken re-
lationship, | wrote her a letter.

“The purpose of this letter is to sort
out my feelings and to set the record
straight,” it began.

| never mailed it. |1 was not ready.

| still blamed her for our unhappi-
ness. My anger helped ease my guilt.
While my sexuality may have caused
the final crash, she had driven her own
vehicle. | wrote:

“You played the victim, yet you con-
trolled your fate. You accepted a rela-
tionship with no intimacy and did noth-
ing to change it.”

Anger and guilt barred my path to
healing. Only time would lift the road-
block, for over time | found the cour-
age to look at my life.

“Perhaps | knew that if | dug a little
deeper, | would not like what | un-
earthed.”

| began to understand fear had
bound us together. | was afraid of com-
ing out, and she was afraid of being
alone.

Once | saw we had done the best
we could, | found compassion. | be-
gan to make peace with my past.

| cannot rewrite the past, but | can
learn from it. Instead of wallowing in
old anger and guilt, | can be grateful
for where | am now.

| was ready to write to her. | wrote |

“If divorce is a two-way street, then
forgiveness is a three-way intersection.”

By Randy Siegel

wanted to be friends. | knew it wouldn’t
be easy, but | was willing to work hard
no matter how difficult that work would
be.

| also wanted her to know | was
sorry. | loved her and was thankful for
our past. | wrote:

“I am truly sorry for shaking your
world by its roots. lLeaving was the
hardest thing | have ever done. Know
I had no other choice. | had to leave
or be lost.”

| loved you when | married you and
loved you more each year of our mar-
riage. Thank you for our time together.
It was a good 14 years.”

As | wrote, years of guilt and anger
began to melt like the snow on a hot
Southern highway. For many of us who
are gay and were married asking our
ex-spouses’ forgiveness signals a turn-
ing point. Forgiveness frees us to live
our lives again.

Six years after his divorce, a dear
friend told his ex-wife he was sorry. His
ex dissolved into tears, and for the first
time since their break-up they talked.
True healing began, and today they
have never been closer.

Another gay friend’s relationship
with his ex improved after she read the
story of a woman who also had been
married to a gay man. Once his ex
understood she was not responsible for

Ed

his sexuality, she forgave herself and
was free to forgive him.

After writing the letter | mailed it. |
expected no response and received
none. Friends tell me she is still an-
gry; the memory of our divorce carries
too much pain.

It has been almost two years since
we have seen each other, almost six
years since our divorce. Intime | hope
we can be friends. ¢

In the meantime, | think of her of-
ten. | look for her on the street.

While | still long for her forgiveness,
I have found peace. Sometimes for-
giving is enough. Sometimes it has to
be.

Randy Siegel is an Asheville, NC-based
writer, speaker and communications
trainer and coach. He can be reached

through at

Jean-Paul Pilon

Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public

245 Frederick Street,
Kitchener, N2H 2M7

Phone:
Fax:
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Profests Highlight Need

Soren Ambrose, senior policy analyst
with the 50 Years is Enough Coalition,
from an on-air interview conducted on
the University of Ottawa radio station,
CHUO 89.1 FM, for their 2 hour Sun-
day morming special coverage of the
IMF / World Bank | G-20 meetings and
protests. November 18, 2001.

For Systemic Change

The meetings that go on at this time,
which include something now called
the International Monetary and Finan-
cial Committee, include all the most
important decision-makers for the glo-
bal economy. In fact the meeting that's
occurring today here in Ottawa is the
highest level regularly scheduled such

On Monday, December 31,

Club Renaissance presents a
New Years Eve

$12 advance, $15 at door Cold Buffet
* Opens at 9:00 Drink & Shooter Specials
Complimentary Champaign
CLUB RENAISSANCE

24 Charles Street West, Kitchener
Info Line: 519-570-2406
Toll Free: 1-877-635-2352
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indepéﬁdent media centre

meeting.

That's where these policies of structural
adjustment that are literally killing peo-
ple in dozens of countries in Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean
are formulated and approved, that's
where the marching orders are issued.

Often these meetings are in Washing-
ton, but occasionally they travel. This
year of course was unusual because
of the events of September 11th, and |
think because of the events of Septem-
ber 11th, and the questions that has
raised in a lot of the mainstream me-
dia, and even in the minds of a lot of
people in the movement, it was doubly
important to be up here in Ottawa.

To ensure that people understand that
the movement against corporate glo-
balization is not going away and that
the movement has a responsibility to
be active at this time to remind people
that although the context may have
shifted a little bit with September 11
the situation for people in the countries
of the global south has not changed in
the way that the global economy works,
and in fact it's gotten a little bit more
difficult for people in those countries
to express dissent and it's also gotten
a little bit easier for countries like the
United States and Canada to use their
power more blatantly to try to impose
their economic and political agendas
on these countries through institutions
like the IMF and the World Bank.

So we need to be out there to tell the
decision makers and tell the public that
we know that what people have been
enduring in Africa, Asia, Latin America
for the last 20 years under structural
adjustment has been a war already and
that people have been dying and that
the urgency in those countries is ex-
treme and that hasn’t changed, it's only
gotten worse. And we continue to say
the urgency is extreme, we continue to
oppose the exercise of imperial power
like what we're seeing in Afghanistan



now, and we continue to oppose it in
its quieter, less spectacular forms like
the imposition of disastrous economic
policies that benefit corporations but
impoverish people and in fact have
been killing people for years.

I think what we’re seeing now with the
events of September 11th is kind of an
externalization of what has been the
reality all along. While we’'ve known
that the governments of the wealthy
countries are willing to impose murder-
ous policies economically on countries
there’s always been the implicit threat
that when that doesn’t work there will
be military action and we're seeing that
very spectacularly now. And just as
we've known that the media monopo-
lies in the rich countries do present a
very narrow spectrum of news and
opinion, we're seeing that more openly
and more blatantly now through the ex-
ercise of, not official coercion, but semi-
official coercion, There hasn’t been a
law passed or a decree issued from the
White House, but there has been a very
public effort to intimidate anyone in the
mainstream media who might be so
bold as to try to broadcast something
that would make the government un-
happy. I'm not even sure that was even
necessary because there aren’t that
many in the mainstream media that
need more than the slightest hint that
the government might be displeased.

| think that the protests that a lot of us
have been engaged in for the past six
or seven years, and that have been
very big news since the Seattle dem-
onstrations of 99, probably don’'t have
a direct impact on the decisions and
the policies of these institutions, but
what they do do is increase the noise
level , the pressure that is operating
from the outside on these people.
We've heard that staffers in the World
Bank feel like they’re under a state of
siege with so many articles in the press
condemning their policies or at least
airing our complaints about their poli-
cies.

So while there may not be a direct
cause and effect, | think the lesson to
learn there is that we're not going to
end structural adjustment, we're not
going to end the environmental de-
struction of these institutions, by per-
suading people at the World Bank and

the IMF that what they're doing is
wrong. They've been told that for 20,
25 years. The evidence has been pretty
plain for the same amount of time.
What we have to do is build political
power in order to make it impossible
for these institutions to ignore the de-
mands of civil society that these sys-
tems change.

And | think that in terms of what hap-
pened here in Ottawa this weekend, the
most valuable thing was that there was
a robust and not insignificant crowd
that came out with three weeks notice,
or maybe three and a half weeks no-
tice, and it demonstrated that the
events of September 11th are not go-
ing to cow the movement and people
are still focused on these issues de-
spite the change in the political climate.
So we know that the people behind the
closed doors in these meetings are
aware that we’re there, and | think they
probably hoped that a lot of us would
go away for fear we’d be branded anti-
American or something like that.

We're here, we’re not going away, we're
making the equations. We’re not go-
ing to let the World Bank, the IMF, or
the G-20 or any other international
body, try to exploit the events of Sep-
tember 11th by saying that they have
a brand new purpose of combating ter-
rorism or of restoring economic health
to Afghanistan because we have to
note that they have not restored eco-
nomic health anywhere else, they have
not changed their prescriptions, they
have in fact been terrorizing
populations around the world. So their
contention that they’'re now going to
solve these new problems is an empty
and cynical attempt to get more fund-
ing and more power.

For more on the protests, visit
ontario.indymedia.org

December

Quebec Set to Recog-
nize Gay Marriages

QUEBEC CITY (Reuters) - The Ca-
nadian province of Quebec is set to
recognize civil unions for gays and
lesbians as early as 2002, Justice
Minister Paul Begin said on Friday.

A draft bill, unveiled in the Quebec
legislature in November is expected
to be adopted next June and would
give same-sex couples the same
rights and obligations as married het-
erosexual couples, except in the case
of adoption.

However, the controversial issue of
adoption will be discussed at public
hearings to be held early next spring.

The draft bill does not make any dis-
tinction between a heterosexual com-
mon law couple and ‘a homosexual
couple. Gays and lesbians would get
most benefits of married couples, in-
cluding health and insurance ben-
efits, special tax status and rights to
benefits after divorce or death.

"This is avant-garde. You need a
good dose of courage to go ahead
with such a legislation," Begin told
reporters in Quebec City, the capital
of the predominantly French-speak-
ing province, whose politics were
strongly influenced by the Roman
Catholic church until the late 1960s.

Begin said public opinion in the lib-
eral-minded province led the govern-
ment to move forward on the legis-
lation.

He pointed out that 20 percent of all
couples living in Quebec had com-
mon law status, while 3 percent were
gays or lesbians. More than three
Quebecers out of four support civil
union for homosexuals, polls show.

Quebec will be the second Canadian
province to legalize civil unions of
same-sex couples, after Nova
Scotia.

http://ca.news.yahoo.com

2001 THE VOICE 19



BOOKS

The Lady in the Box
by Ann McGovern, Marni
Backer (lllustrator)

Ben, who appears to be about eight,
describes how he and his sister bring
food to a homeless woman, Dorrie,
thereby bending their mother's rules
about talking to strangers--or at least
interpreting them widely. Their mother
catches on to the missing food and
warm scarf: **Okay, let's see your lady
in the box," she says. All Dorrie wants
is to be allowed to sleep over the
warm grate near the deli, whose
owner has chased her away; Ben's
mother appeals to the owner's sense
of charity and Dorrie is restored to
her spot. Further, the children start
serving food at a neighborhood soup
kitchen. Realistic and believable, the
story introduces a vast world of
homelessness in simple, telling details
that are enlarged uponinthe art, e.g.,
a particularly effective picture shows
that the people in the soup line are
only too accustomed to waiting.
Backer uses various techniques to
delineate the tone of every scene,
sometimes loosely sketching a detail
in a thick application of oil paint,
sometimes using small, dense flecks
to depict snow and the frigid isolation
of the conditions outdoors

For readers who witness homeless-
ness every day, the book answers
questions, carrying the message that
even for large problems, small efforts
can make a difference. (Picture book.
4-8) -- Copyright © Kirkus Associ-
ates, LP

Threesome : How to Fulfill
Your Favorite Fantasy
by Lori Gammon, Bill Strong

T
Threesome

SO B R SN S
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For those who fantasize about the
erotic delights of a menage a trois...,
Lori Gammon welcomes you into her
uninhibited world. With five years of
research and her own intimate ad-
ventures as a guide, Lori explains bi-
sexual women and what they want.
Then she lays out a carefully-crafted
plan that allows men and women,
married or single, to explore sensual
pleasures most cannot imagine. She
teaches women how to arrange and
enjoy any combination of attractive
men and willing women. Girlfriends
discover how to seduce each other
without fear of embarrassment or
rejection. Men are taught to delicately
and sensitively fan their lover's se-
cret passions and lead their wives
onto new frontiers.

Lori explains why shy women can't
openly admit they want a threesome;
she then reveals magic techniques
that open a floodgate of eager femi-
nine desire. Singles learn what bi
women look for in potential partners.
Couples learn why bi-curious women

actually NEED your help to fuffill their
fantasies.

With her detailed plan as a road map,
you'll master the skills to find, identify
and recruit your choice of willing part-
ners. Discover how easy it can be with
an experienced bisexual beauty as
your guide and mentor. Learn exactly
what to say and when to say it for
maximum impact. More importantly,
Lori warns you how to avoid words
and actions that instantly squelch bi-
sexual desire. As a free bonus, she
offers you the secret code words that
bi women use to identify new part-
ners. If you are serious about the in-
credible possibilities of a threesome,
this is the only book ever written that
explains exactly how to finally fulfill
your favorite fantasy. If you can han-
dle the most dramatic change your
sex life will ever take, order Three-
some today!

Tamarack Creek
by Jackie Calhoun

When Carly finds her lover in bed with
another woman, she is at first angry
but then, surprisingly, she feels a new
freedom in her life. She quits her job
and moves in with her gay brother at
their family homestead, Tamarack
Creek. Within two weeks, Carly meets
Serena, their new neighbor and the
women begin a passionate affair. But
will Serena leave her husband for Carly
and if so, will the abusive Jess ever

let Serena go?

Words
Worth
Books

Seasons Reaa’ings
][rom Words Worth Books
Check our website
(www.wora[swortlzl:ooles.com)

for December author events.

100 King Street South, Uptown Waterloo
Open 9- 9 weekdays, 9-6 Saturday, 12-5 Sunday — 884-2665
| NDEPENDENT MINDS SUPPORT INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES”
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Male Erotic Massage : A
Guide to Sex and Spirit
by Kenneth Ray, Ph.D.
Stubbs, Jim Dennis (Pho-
tographer)

Heres a book that celebrates the
Bodyspirit. Over 200 photographs
reveal both the how-to and the beauty
of the male body embracing the male
body. The strength, the joy, the gen-
tleness, the ardency, the tenderness,
the equanimity, the pleasure-these are
all a part. Including the sexual and
the spiritual, Male Erotic Massage
teaches about touching men.

Whether he be friend, family, lover,
or stranger, your gift of massage can
open new doors. Discover new pleas-
ures, both subtle and profound, as
you enter the realm of the senses
where the massage is the message.

Kenneth Ray Stubbs, Ph.D., a certi-
fied masseur and a certified sexolo-
gist, has assembled here several
men's expression on the nature and
photographer with assignments on
the life of people in India, Morocco,
and Turkey, focuses his camera here
on men being intimate with men.

Book descriptions from
WWWw.amazon.com



Fear and loathing in the
middle class
Continued from page 7

fare for them. Taxes are too high already. We're too
broke to help.

It makes sense, except for one leftover sociologi-
cal/economic/political question: Where's my money?
In spite of all the cuts that are supposed to be
helping me, an upstanding member of the middle
class, | don't have any more money in my pocket
than | used to. Eagle has one answer. The more
we're saving at one end, cutting social assistance,
the more we're spending at the other.

The less we see, the more we think it's
not really that bad to be poor.

She tells a story about a client she once had. The
woman lost a $300 welfare cheque. She reported
it, but her social worker did not believe her story.
The government did not replace the cheque and
saved itself $300. Three cheers for the fraud
busters. The woman needed money badly so briefly
became a prostitute. She contracted a disease and
had to be hospitalized. That cost the taxpayers. The
Children's Aid Society took the children and put them
into foster homes. That cost the taxpayers. When
she got out, she was evicted and had to go into a
shelter. Cha-ching, another bill. She tried to get her
children back and received a lawyer from legal aid.
More bills. The CAS hired a lawyer -- keep writing
those cheques -- and the children had to have a
lawyer appointed. By the time the issue was re-
solved, the original $300 was spent many times
over.

The story is just one example of how it's less ex-
pensive to treat poverty than all the ailments it pro-
duces, such as chronic health problems, behavioural
problems, substance abuse and teenage pregnancy,
say anti-poverty activists. Looking after the chroni-
callyillis more expensive than feeding people prop-
erly in the first place. Looking after the babies of
teenaged mothers is more expensive than teach-
ing them birth control or giving them decent jobs.
Putting a child in a foster home is more expensive
than supporting them at their own home, says Ea-
gle.

Poverty rates are linked to crime rates, and the
more crime there is to fight, the more municipal
taxes go up. Increased crime rates don't do much
for our quality of life either. Neither do hungry, emo-
tionally disturbed kids in our schools. We're paying
taxes so teachers can teach, not spend hours try-
ing to control kids who are too hungry or abused
to pay attention. Because of funding cuts, my wife
and | have been asked to donate boxes of Kleenex
to my child's school. No doubt all these kids going
to school hungry and tired get a lot of colds. Which
they're going to send home with my kid. Which
means |'ll be buying expensive asthma medicine.

It's almost as if the attack on the poor is an attack
on the middle class.

Of course, | can work harder and make more
money and maybe even send my kid to private
school, right? Uh uh, say Allahar and Cote. That
liberal ideology running the country is just that, an
ideology.

If we don't help the poor, we're only
going to hurt ourselves. We are going
to cost ourselves more tax dollars in
the long run, damage our quality of life,
watch our own finances tumble and,
just to make it complete, maybe even
destroy our own souls.

It isn't true we have equal access to health care
and education and opportunity. It's easier for the
rich to get richer. It's easier for them to buy good
health care, especially as more charges are intro-
duced to the health-care system. It's easier for them
to send their children to increasingly expensive
universities. We middle-classers think there's a lot
of economic mobility, but most of it takes place be-
tween occupations within the middle class, say
Allahar and Cote. There's as much chance of me
owning The London Free Press as there is the guy
asking for change on the street corner becoming
the managing editor.

It's so depressing, | don't think | can even buy
enough things to make me happy.

"We can all feel we're doing well," with our nice
VCRs, television sets, cars, stereos, says Allahar.

"But it's empty. We need a new morality."

"There is a great thirst and yearning for some-
thing meaningful in life that's more than just the
next paycheque," says Eagle.

The proliferation of New Age books and move-
ments, the rebirth of native religions, even the run
of movies and television shows about angels are
trying to answer a need for something else in our
lives. Getting a good job and house and toys some
days just doesn't feel like it's enough. "It's not meet-
ing our deeper need, of being human," says Eagle.
In Our Neighbours' Voices: Will We Listen, a book
recently published by the Interfaith Social Assist-
ance Reform Coalition, Eagle and others point out
that the major faiths of the world agree on one
thing: we should help thy neighbour.

In the early Christian church, helping the poor was
away of reaching God. These days it might be seen
as reaching our own humanity. Whatever, it's more
bad news for we members of the middle class.

If we don't help the poor, we're only going to hurt
ourselves. We are going to cost ourselves more tax
dollars in the long run, damage our quality of life,
watch our own finances tumble and, just to make it
complete, maybe even destroy our own souls.

In other words, the issue isn't so much about us
saving the poor, as the poor saving us.

Copyright © 2000 The London Free Press
http://www.Ifpress.com/

Come and
visit us at
our new

location!

Happy
Holidays!

Gomorrah’s

233 Locke Street South, Hamilton
ph: 905-526-1074 fax: 578-4885 toll free 1-888-338-8278

www.gomorrahs.com
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

SUNDAYS

Westminster United
Church(an affirming congre-
gation): Services are held each
Sunday at 10:30 am. at 543
Beachwood Dr. in Waterloo.
www.westminsterunited.ca

First Unitarian Congregation
of Waterloo - Open and diverse
congregation respecting a wide vari-
ety of backgrounds and experience.
Christians, Post-Christians, non-
christians, mystics, pagans and hu-
manists - all are welcome. 10:30 Sun-
day mornings. 96 Dunbar Road
South, Waterloo

www.gpcomp.com/waterloounitarian/

Metropolitan Community
Church of Toronto (MCC) 115
Simpson Ave., Toronto, Ontario, M4K
1A1. Phone (416) 466-6228
www.mcctoronto.com

AWARE K-W :Aware K-W. A discus-
sion and support group for gay Chris-
tians, their parents and friends who
have been disillusioned by the
church's often negative approach to
homosexuality. We meet the 3rd Sun-
day of every month. For more infor-

mation call Gary at [l or Ada
= [
gy

Friends of Dorothy, 10 Pin
Cosmic Bowling - Sundays at
3:15 pm at Brunswick Bowling Lanes
- Frederick St. Mall. $10.00 + shoe
rental, For more information contact
Jason at | or email:

]

TUESDAYS

Guelph Queer Equality (GQE)
meets every Tuesday from 7:00 to
9:00 pm in UC536, the University
Centre's Mature Student Lounge at
the University of Guelph. Contact GQE
at: gqe@uoguelph.ca for details.

The Rainbow Community
Conversation Group Now
meets on Tuesdays on the UofW
Campus at 7pm. For more informa-
tion call 884-GLOW.

The Rainbow Parenting Net-
work - A forum for GLBT parents,
parents-to-be, and those considering
parenting. For more information call

743 R

Tri-Youth Pride - meets the first
and third Tuesday of each month at
Planned Parenthood - 4-6pm. For
more information call Gail at i

WEDNESDAYS

GLOW's Coming Out Discus-
sion Groups explore issues in
sexual orientation; University of Wa-
terloo, 7:30-9:00 pm. Information:
884-4569. A social gathering
follows the discussion group
weekly from 9pm to 11pm.

Hamilton Coming Out Proud
Discussion Group meets every
first and third Wednesday of each
month. Meetings start at 6:30 pm. Call
us for more details: 905-526-1074,
toll-free  1-888-338-8278 -
info@gomorrahs.com

Rainbow Chorus: Holds re-
hearsals every Wednesday Night. The
first rehearsal of the new season is
Wednesday September 6th, 7:30-9:30
pm at the Guelph Unitarian Fellowship,
122 Harris St. at York Rd., Guelph.
For more information call Robert at

I

Discussion Group: A group for
people aged 16-25, sponsored by
ACCKWA and held in Waterloo, 7:00-
9:00 pm. To join, or for more infor-
mation, call ACCKWA at (519) 570-
3687

Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm, Oasis
Club, 146 Wyndham St., Guelph. For
more info, call Marilyn at (519) i

Alice's Dinner Club, a Hamilton
gay and lesbian group of food
connoisseurs meets every 2nd
Wednesday at 6:15 pm. For
information call Joan/Barb at i

R o Vicheel ot [
I

Women For Sobriety - Create a
New Life, a drug & alcohol addiction
support group for gay women, meets

THURSDAYS

Hamilton Transsexual Peer
Support Group (FTM - MTF) If
you are post-op or pre-op
transsexual or are dealing with gender
dysphoria, come join this bi-weekly
peer support group. 6:30 pmto 8:30
pm at the Hamilton AIDS Network,
512 James St. N. For further details,
please call (905) 528-0207 ext.43,
ore-mail: htspsg@gto.net
http://home.golden.net/~kcr/
htspsg/htspsg.htmi

Bl- MONTHLY

PFlag (Parents, Family and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
meets bi- monthly. PFLAG is a
support group for those with an
LGBT family member. Children or
teens with a gay parent(s) may
also seek support from our group.
Call Evie at 742l (Kitchener)
or Sue at (519) 650 JJjjj (Cam-
bridge) or email them at:

pflag@rainbow.on.ca

Want to add a re-
source? Contact The
Voice today!

Phone:
Fax:

Deter, . Manted

| Chartered Accountant |
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Freshly squeezed juices, ;hakes,
p smoothies, specialty drinks
Wholesbmngoo&s, I}oﬁxemaﬁée c]’lai,

organic fair-trade coffee
E_at In.or Take Out
PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Katl'xy‘jFrey 1.C.AD.C.
Certified A_&clictions &
Bodywork Therapist




COMMUNITY LISTINGS

KITCHENER-
GUELP
WATERLOO e
ACCKWA (The Aids Committee =~ ACGWC (Aids Committee of

of Cambridge, K-W and Area) 85
Frederick St. E., Kitchener, Ont.,
(519) 570-3687

Anselma House: A crisis shel-
ter for abused women with or with-
out children.

24 hour crisis line: (519) 742-
5894

BMC (Brethren Mennonite
Council for Lesbian & Gay
Concerns): A social group that
provides support for Mennonite GLBT
people, their friends and families. Vari-
ous events throughout the year. For
info write PO. Box i} Eastwood

Square, Kitchener, ON N2H or
call Colleen at
Coffee Club - If you like to

drink coffee and just chat. For
more information call - Peter at

Gay Men’s Group - is a social
group for males of all ages and
orientations. For more information

call Gordon at (519) I I

Global: is available to help
anyone in the Laurier community
who is dealing with LGBT issues.
Staff, students, or faculty can
reach GLOBAL directly at the
club's e-mail address
00global@mach1.wlu.ca Laurier
Peer Help Line 884-PEER.

GLOW Phone Line: 884-

GLOW. Information and peer sup-
port.

K-W Distress Line- (519) 745-
1166

Sexual Assault Center:
KW, L Sati s dinian 8 (519)741-

Waterloo Region Alliance For
Equal Rights-Kitchener-(519)

743 S

Women's Centers: UofW (519)
888-4567 ext. 3457

WOODS: is a social club for les-
bians in K-W and area.

Guelph and Wellingon County) 2
Quebec St, Suite 206, Guelph
Ont., (519) 763-2255

GUELPH QUEER EQUALITY
(GQE) University of Guelph -
gqe@uoguelph.ca

HOWL: Hanging Out With
Lesbians is a social group for
women (lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and gay friendly)
ages 25 and up who are active in
Guelph and area. Women may
contact HOWL through Outline
(519) 836-4550

OUTIline: A support and re-
source phone line for people deal-
ing with LGBT issues at the Uni-
versity of Guelph. Phone lines
are closed Wednesays and
Saturdays (for the summer)
Open 7 to 10 pm other evenings.
Call (519) 836-4550.
outline@uoguelph.ca
www.uoguelph.ca/“outline

Rainbow Chorus: is a choir that
performs and will also be hosting
dances for the LGBT community
starting again in September. For
information you can contact Rob-
ert at [N o Cory =t
I nitp://www.webpoint.net/
“cory

Sexual Assault Center:
Gielph................. i i (519)823-

HAMILTON

Alcoholics Anonymous--For
the location and time of the Gay,
Lesbian and Alternative Lifestyles
Group in Hamilton call: (905)
522-8399.

Alternatives for Youth- 126
James St. South, Hamilton - 527-

Anonymous HIV testing by
appointment 905-546-3541--
walk-in sites:YWCA--75 McNab
Street - Wednesdays 4:00 p.m.
- 7:00 p.m. 905-546-3541-
Hamilton General Hospital
Outpatient Dept. Thursdays, 3:00
p.m. -5:30 p.m. 905-546-3541

Community Education 546-
3541 to book a presentation or
consultation

Emmanuel House Palliative
Care Good Shepherd Centres
(905) 308-8401

Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Centre at McMaster University,
Hamilton Hall Room 412 - Call
525-9140, ext. 27397

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
Youth Line 1-800-268-9688

Gay Fathers Support Group-
3rd Tuesday of each month. For

information Call 522l

Greater Hamilton Gay &
Lesbian Business Association

(905) 526- 1

GLBT Centre at McMaster
Office Hours: Monday to Friday,
9:30 to 4:30 at Hamilton Hall,
Room 412. (905) 525-9140, Ext.
27397 or e-mail:
glbt@msu.mcmaster.ca
www.msu.mcmaster.ca/services/
glbt/glbt.htm

Hamilton Aids Network -- 528-
0854 Anonymous Testing for HIV
appointment only --546-3541

Hamilton-Wentworth
Regional Police--General
Assistance: 546-4925 Jane
Mulkewich, GLBT Task Force
546-4910 Complaints against
Officers 546-4776 Street Crime/
Hate Crime: 546-3831

Hamilton-Wentworth Regional
Public Health Department-
Sexually Transmitted Disease Services,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 to 5:30 pm. A
walk-in clinic; no Health Card required.
Hamilton General Hospital, Outpatient Clinic

Kindred Spirits:a social and
recreational group for lesbians and
bi-sexual women in the Hamilton/
Burlington/Niagara area. (905) 54 1-
I -
I otmail.com

Narcotics Anonymous
Hamilton: (905) 522-0332
Brantford: (519) 759-2558

St. Catherines: (905) 685-0075

PFLAG--Parents, Family and
Friends of Lesbians & Gays. For
information call 662- i}
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Sexual Assault Center:
Hamilton...........ccc.cooevvuneeen. (905)525-
4162

Sexual Health Information Line
905-528-5894--Confidential telephone
counselling and information provided by a
Public Health Nurse regarding sexual health
ssues--M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m

Street Health Centre-- Wesley
Centre 777-7852

The Golden Horseshoe
Leather Association
(Hamilton) Monthly meetings are held
on the first Wednesday of each month &
thereisa bar night on the second Saturday
of each month. Men interested in the
Leather/ Denim lifestyle are invited to attend

both. For more information email Secretary
-Ronat or phone
(905)

Women's Centre of Hamilton-
75 MacNab Street South,
Hamilton 52240127

BRANTFORD

A Rainbow of Hope.

Brant County HIV/AIDS Support
Group. Call 753-4937 ext.261 for
information. All calls confidential.

GBLT adult social/support
group of Brantford and area. A
safe place to meet people and be
yourself. call 752-5132 ext.34

GBLT youth support group of
Brantford and area. 753-4937
EXT 261

Pine tree Native Centre Of
Brant Presents: PFLAG...
Parents,Families & friends of
Lesbians & gays Support group
meetings held 3rd Tuesday each
month. 7:00-8:30pm. all welcome.
call 752-5132 ext.34 for details.

The Coalition for gay, bisexual,
lesbian and transgendered
youth of Brantford and area.
(519)753-4937 ext.261. call and
leave message. All calls will be
returned. We advocate for you.

To find out more information about
anything else happening in
Brantford email:

I =0 <2
CAMBRIDGE

Sexual Assault Center:
Cambridge............ccooouee.n. (519)658-
0551
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Classifieds

Community Listings

If you have a group or event that
you would like to have listed in our
Community Listings please let us
know! Likewise if you have any new
information for your group or event
contact us so we can keep things
right up to date.

Or if you'd also like to be listed on
our website:

Transgender Issues

We are a transsexual support group,
run for transsexuals, and any one
else who are supporters or family or
friends.

We try to get updated medical info.
for our members, as well as useful
tips for anything from daily living and
coping skills all the way to makeup
and tricks to enhance your breasts.

http://communities.msn.ca/

WANTED

Single professional woman
looking for a mature, intelli-
gent, responsible, kind,
caucasian gay male who is
healthy and interested in fa-
therhood.

email:

or

Write to The Voice (Address
on page 3 - attention C-1) or
call us at The Voice and we’'ll
pass your message along.

UKTrensgenciriss, esUKSraveninic=261 |

or phone us today.

The Voice

M
Phone: (519) GG

The Voice Welcomes Your Submissions
If you have something you’d like to submit, please write, email,

Magazine

P.O. Box |l

RPO Evergreen
Kitchener, Ontario

The Voice Magazine is On Line at:
www.thevoice.on.ca

Friends of Dorothy is a GLBT

League was established as another
way to bring the GLBT community &
friends together . The League was
started in September 1999 with 8 Bowl-
ers we had
grown to over 40
Bowlers.. The
League also be-
lieves in support-
ing the GLBT
community,
each year we
hold a Charity
Bowling Tournament, where we ts
raised over $2,300 for Cancer Society-
Breast Cancer & Hospital for Sick Kids-
HIV Care.

The Voice Magazine
online has news, articles,
tons of links, our Pride Al-
Bl dnd much mtch
more and all there for
your convenience.

Check back often as we
(EEE adding new
pages. We want to keep
you informed!

The Voice Magazine
online - community at a
glance!

Please support
our advertisers

Whewn you purchase
0oodls or services from
our aolvertisers be sure
to let themt know You
saw them n The
Volce!

Voice Classified Ads cost $20.00
a month. Advertize your prod-
uct or services to the LGBT
community. Do you have some-
thing you'd like to sell? Are you
looking for that someone special
or want to make new friends or
start a new group? Voice
Classifieds are a great way to
let others know about your prod-
uct, service, mechandise for
sale, or your new group.

(519)

Mailing address is at top of page
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Brad Douglas saes Rep.

Office: 519-824-9050  Fax: 519-824-5183
Direct Line: || | GGG ext. 218
E-Mail: |

25 Waterloo Ave. Guelph Ont.
N1H 3H4

Serving our community

for 15 years.

¥ ROYAL CITY REALTY LIM ED

SO\,
G

Waterloo Region Community Health Department
Anonymous HIV Testing Drop-In Clinics

ACCKWA— 85 Frederick Street East, Kitchener
Thursdavs 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
99 Regina Street South - Second Floor, Waterloo
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
150 Main Street - Second Floor, Cambridge
Mondays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Free and Confidential
Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinics
Monday and Thursday 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. drop in
99 Regina Street South - Second Floor, Waterloo "W

Tuesdays 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. drop in "’gf@wmumw
@\; 50 Main Street - Second Floor, Cambridge Vi Fhattn
Ne /! 519-883-2251 { B
Bk b

(New (Directions (Counselling

Specialiging in
issues of sexua[ity,

spiritua[itxz, grief,
loss and rec[aiming
possibi[itxz

Gloria Kroif Nafziier, MSW
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This new ad size, on the back cover of your new
Voice Magazine, is now available.
Call ug for details.




