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TAKE BACK THE NIGHT MARCH
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take back our streets

take back our self-relian
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Lingerie & So Much More
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5-1001 Lang's Drive (by the Forum) Cambridge 623-8188 E-mail: suitesur@sstsystems.net
L “Your One Stop Adult Shop” — Open Every Day Until Midnight
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Byve e Compliain Abollit Bri- Pride?
By Mg ALdl. Meheizl

Do you ever show up to Tri-Pride
here in Kitchener-Waterloo and
wonder why there isn’'t more to it?
Do you spend the day, among other
things, hearing complaints about
this or that? Do you find yourself
complaining too?

What can you do about it? The an-
swer is a complicated-simple

one -- simple in that you could vol-
unteer some of your time, energy,
ideas and know-how to help those
who work so hard each year to
make our local Pride celebrations
happen at all. It is complicated in
that it takes time, effort, work and
sacrifice to serve your community.

It is essential that the Rainbow
Pride Committee grows. That is the

& Jui(i‘c Bar

119 King Street West,

Kitchener, Ontario

Kaf‘]uy Frey
H.s.C; L.CAD.C
519-745-4884
Toll Free 1-877-357-8243

only way our
Pride Festivties
can grow. As|
our Pride goes |
so to goes our§
visibility.

Have you thought about getting in-
volved?

Beginning in this issue The Voice
will run a column called “RPC Cor-
ner” each month to keep you as up-
to-date as possible about what the
RPC is doing in the service of you
and your community.

The Annual General Meeting of
the Rainbow Pride Committee will
be held on Sunday October 1,
2000. (See page 5 for more infor-
mation) This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for you to come out and meet
new people and get involved in the
process of helping to further build
both community and our Tri-Pride
event for next year.

Many people don't think about Pride
until June. But it takes a year’s
worth of preparation, planning and
organizing to make that weekend
happen.

The more input that there is the
more that can get done. Unless and
until you bring your skills, time and
involvment to the RPC table, what
right do you really have to complain
about the hard and dedicated work
of those who have given of them-
selves to make things better for
you?




30 Weber Street North, Waterloo 519-746-4268

Editor’s Note: Beginning this
month, The Voice will be featuring
a monthly column entitled, “RPC
Comer.” The Rainbow Pride Com-
mittee wants to keep the commu-
nity up to date with what is happen-
ing and with the changes that are
ocurring with the RPC.

The Regional Pride Committee of
Waterloo-Wellington (RPC) will be
holding its Annual General Meeting
on Sunday, October 1,
2000, for the purposes
of ratifying a revised
constitution, and of filling
the available board po-
sitions. Members of our
community are invited to
meet October 1 at
11:00am in Room 104 of the Mod-
ern Languages Building, University
of Waterloo for an informal get-to-
gether, followed by a potluck
brunch, at 11:30 am. The RPC will
supply drinks, plates, cups and cut-
lery. At 12:30, the Annual General
Meeting will begin. This is your
chance to have some say in the
projects that the RPC undertakes
in the next year. It's also a great
way to meet other members of the
community.

The Rainbow Pride Committee
(RPC) is being restructured so that
it can act as an umbrella organiza-
tion in the Tri-City area to further
benefit our community.

One new change is that next year's
Pride Event Commitee, which will
be known as the Tri-Pride Com-
mittee (TPC), will be an off-shoot
of the RPC, responsible soley for
the Pride Events that will take place
on June 22-24, 2001. This com-
mittee will report back to the RPC
board. Be a part of this comittee

and help shape next year's Tri-
Pride festivities. You are needed!

If you are interested in seeing the
infrastructure to the Tri-Cities LGBT
community improved, please attend
this meeting. It is important that
people get involved. Our commu-
nity can only be as strong as the
number of us who are willing to
work to make it vital and strong.

Come out and meet new
people, network and give
a little time and energy to
a very worthwhile en-
deavour -- the further
building of our commu-
nity.

It's easy to criticize what isn’t in
place. Why not come out and lend
your voice and support to what
you'd like to see happen in your
LGBT community?

Nunns Hollow Guest
Suites, Woodstock

Private baths, separate entrance, large
guest-only areas.
Wonderful romantic dinners available.
Friendly hosts John and Jim.
Jacuzzi, fireplace, stained glass,
antiques.
$60 and $80 including breakfast
519-539-9780
www.nunnshollow.on.ca
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PLANS TO REPEAL SECTION
N 28 SCRAPPED

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
reportedly will postpone until after
next spring’s elections his attempts

E to repeal the anti-gay law known as
Section 28, following the House of
Lords’ rejection of repeal legislation
July 24.

W The vote was 270 to 228. The
U.K.-wide law prohibits cities from
“intentionally promot[ing] homo-
sexuality” or teaching “the accept-

S ability of homosexuality as a pre-
tended family relationship” in
schools.

The law was repealed locally in
Scotland by the newly created Scot-
tish parliament on June 21.

JUDGE OK’s AUSSIE
INSEMINATIONS

Australian Federal Court Judge
Ross Sundberg-struck down the
state of Victoria’s ban on in-vitro
fertilization of non-married women
July 28.

A Melbourne doctor had chal-
lenged the ban as a violation of
federal sex-discrimination laws.

At present, only two other states
— New South Wales and Tasma-
nia— permit single women and les-
bian couples to access fertility serv-

RADIOSHACK AND MOTEL 6
DROP DR. LAURA

Kay Jackson, Director of Media
Relations for RadioShack stated,
“RadioShack strictly adheres to a
policy NOT to advertise on pro-
grams that might be politically or
socially controversial or that pro-
mote any one individual’'s agenda
or point of view.

In a statement by Cecile C. Kale,
Executive Administrative Assistant
to the Chief Executive Officer of
Motel 6, the company announced,
In a format such as that which Dr.
Laura uses, numerous topics
loaded with great emotion may be
handled in the course of a day. We
have no way to predict what tomor-
row’s dialogue will include.

RadioShack and Motel 6 join the
following list of organizations that
have dropped Laura Schlessinger:
Procter & Gamble, Priceline.com,
Natrol, Red Lobster, Gateway Com-
puters, EchoStar/Dish Network,
Skytel, Geico Insurance, Xerox,
ToysRUs.com, More.com, BoxLot,
the Ohio State Lottery, United Air-
lines (banned Laura from advertis-
ing), AT&T, American Express,
Kraft, Kroger, Amica Insurance and
TCF Bank.

ices.
Jean-Paul Pilon
Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public
10 Regina Street North, Unit 3A
Waterloo, Ontario N2J 278
Phone: (519) 885
Fax: (519) 885
6

Ellen, Anne Are History ‘Ami-
cable’ split after 3 yrs. for les-
bian comic

Hollywood’s most famous same-
sex couple, Ellen DeGeneres and
Anne Heche, have split.

“Unfortunately, we have decided
to end our relationship,” the pair
confirmed to the Daily News in a
joint statement yesterday.

“It is an amicable parting, and we
greatly value the 3 1/2 years we
have spent together.

“We hope everyone will respect
our privacy through this difficult
time.”

The two funny blonds weren't di-
vided by a third party, friends said.

“The relationship just ran its
course,” said a source. “It wasn't
working.”

“It was a mutual breakup,” said an-
other friend. “They’re both very, very
upset.”

The two, who'd hung together
through a frost brought on by their
declaration of love, seemed to have
found their place in the sun this
year.

A source said DeGeneres was
now living in the couple’s Hollywood
Hills home, while Heche was “stay-
ing with friends.”

The pair also had shared a week-
end retreat in Ojai, Calif.

The split is sure to come as a
shock to a legion of gay fans who
looked upon the couple as role
models.

Excerpted from a New York Daily
News Article by GEORGE RUSH -
Daily News Columnist.

[ SCHREITER

Home Furnishings

Quality, Value & Service Since 1899

27 Gaukel Street, Kitchener,
Ontario N2G 1Y6
743-4151

We Value Diversity in
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The Power of Self-Esteem

By Juely Salicareellilal, Vi A

Esteem and self-es-
teem are significant
issues for many
members of the
rainbow community,
especially for those
still in the closet or
in the midst of com-
ing out. Everyone wants to be respected and
accepted by their family of origin, friends and
colleagues. When others’ homophobia conflicts
with your own sexual orientation, this presents
a painful dilemma. Self-esteem in large part
depends on knowing yourself and being who
you really are, but you may risk the esteem of
friends and family if you are true to yourself.

The Merriam-Webster dictionary
defines self-esteem as “a confidence and
satisfaction in oneself; a proper respect for
oneself as a human being; regard for one’s
own standing or position.” It was originally
defined as “self-conceit; an exaggerated
opinion of one’s own qualities or abilities.” This
lingering obsolete definition has given rise to
the misunderstanding that self-esteem equates
with selfishness or self-centredness. Self-
esteem includes respecting yourself and being
comfortable with your sexual orientation, the
choices you make, your understanding of the
purpose of your life, and your actions toward
others. It means liking yourself and regarding
yourself as a person worthy in your own right
of being loved, nurtured, respected and
protected. Internalized homophobia is not the
same as low self-esteem; however, they often
go hand in hand. You may have high self-
esteem in general, accompanied by specific
feelings about your sexual orientation.

Some believe self-esteem starts in
the womb as a product of a mother’s assertive
self-care and her developing bond with her
child-to-be. In any event, the origins of self-
esteem are early in childhood. Healthy, loving

8

parents instill self-esteem in their newborn child
when they gaze upon him or her with
unconditional positive regard, and when they
affectionately meet their child’s needs for food,
personal care and loving touch.

Later, knowing the characteristics
of each developmental stage, emotionally
secure parents support their child’s growth with
patience, training, protection, and expectations
appropriate for the child’s age. They accept
and respect individual differences, and don’t
force the child to rigidly conform to society’s
developmental stereotypes. They provide
protection from abuse and mistreatment. In
short, they love their sons and daughters for
who they are, and guide and protect them on
their journey toward adulthood.

This healthy early parenting forms the
basis of your innermost sense of self-esteem.
If you have been lovingly and respectfully
parented, you will integrate into your
personality a sense of personal worth and
value. You will know in your heart that you are
lovable. Later in life, you will be able to accept
healthy affection from others, and you will be
able to nurture yourself in a healthy way and
weather life’s storms with resilience.

If your parents didn’t know about
your emotional needs at various stages of your
development, or if they weren't able to meet
your needs because of their own unresolved
issues, parenting beliefs or adult-life difficulties,
you may have formed mistaken beliefs about
your own inherent lovability and self-worth. It
is a natural tendency for babies and young
children to believe that their parents are strong,
loving, perfect and all-powerful. When the
parenting they receive is not all that the child
needs, he or she automatically believes there
is something wrong with or unlovable about
himself or herself, because it would be too
frightening to believe that their parent is not
perfect. This is the source of low self-esteem.

As you grow and increase your time
with people outside your childhood home,
positive, supportive relationships with peers
and teachers also contribute to your self-
esteem, as do your personal achievements.
These can enhance your self-esteem, but they
usually aren’t enough to completely make up
for dysfunctional or uneven parenting.

As adolescents and adults, the way
you treat others both stems from and affects
your sense of self-esteem. You develop your
own sense of what constitutes healthy
interpersonal relationships and fair play. You
learn (or don't learn) about tolerance, mutual
respect and how to balance your needs with
those of others.

Signs of high self-esteem include
maturity, a quiet self-confidence, inner peace
and a realistic sense of your own skills and
abilities. You will also have good self-protective
abilities, evidenced by appropriate risk-taking
behaviour and strong personal boundaries.

Boundaries are the rules we use
to guide our behaviour toward others and to
protect against being hurt or taken advantage
of by others. For example, you might decide
that you have a right to be who you are, but
not to hurt others. This can play out in the
situation where you finally decide to come out
to a straight spouse. You would claim the power
to live openly according to your own sexual
preferences and would also work to make the
ensuing adjustments in your relationship in a
mutually respectful way. You would think about
and set limits on your behaviour toward each
other and your children. It isn't necessarily
easy, and can require a great deal of patience
at a time when you may be impatient to assume
your new life. The benefits lie in knowing you
did your best to minimize the pain for others
while asserting your need to be who you really
are.

Repairing low self-esteem can be a
wonderful adventure—a journey of loving self-
discovery and healing. Some may need
professional counselling, while others can get
the help they need from self-help books and
peer-guided discussion or support groups. A
network of supportive peers and family

members can be invaluable. At your own pace
you can explore the origins of your insecurities
and mistaken beliefs about your worth and
lovability. You can find ways to realize that they
ARE mistaken beliefs, and that they reflect your
parents’ insecurities and society’s rules about
parenting and conformity rather than your own
worth. You can gradually let go of these
negative beliefs and replace them with positive
affirmations. When integrated, these new
positive beliefs will be the basis of that self-
esteem you so richly deserve. You will know in
your heart that when others are unable to
accept you for who you are, it says more about
their fears and inabilities than about your
inherent “okay-ness.” You will accept yourself
and will be at peace with yourself.

Judy Saltarelli is a Counsellor
and Personal Productivity Coach
at A Different Way in Waterloo,
Ont. This article is a Voice exclu-
sive.

(See page 20 for more about Judy's business
in this month’s Business Feature.)

“I'm having assimilation anxiety. How can |
keep doing this subcultural comic strip in a
world where there’s no more subculture?
... | don't want to be one of those people
who gets, like, stuck in their outmoded poli-
tics. | really don't want to sound like this

shiny old leftover.” )
-- Alison Bechdel

James Wright Upholstery
Woodstock $19-539-9780

evenings, ask for James
«free helpful fabric consults and estimates
« five years experience,
references, portfolio
« antique restoration a specialty

get the right touch
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IEES BAR S SEENE

By Charles W. Westfall

With the opening of
{THE NEW EM-
BASSY, Hamilton’s
compliment of LGBT
friendly bars rises to
four. | wish all the en-
trepreneurs luck in
their ventures. At the same time, |
try to figure out why the bar scene
is so popular within the LGBT Com-
munity.

Because of poverty and ill health,

I haven't been to a bar for well over
a year now. | often get the urge,
but find it quite easy to resist when
I think of the loud music, the con-
centration of smoke, the price of
drinks and the relative impossibil-
ity of carrying on a conversation.

At the same time, the bar scene is
a popular, often ritualistic, factor in
the life of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
or Transgendered Persons. So, |
thought it might be interesting to try
to figure out the why and where-
fore of this phenomenon.

I suppose | find it quite understand-
able in a place like Toronto with its
“village” mentality. People want to
feel they belong. Atthe same time,
they want to be free and safe to ex-
press themselves in whatever way
seems natural at the time.

In other centres, | think the reason-
ing is much the same. Wanting to
be a part of an identifiable group
that offers opportunities to meet

with kindred spirits and perhaps,
get lucky in love.
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Did | say that? Every professional
counsellor | know screams it from
the rooftops: “Bars are not good
places to look for a mate.”

Maybe there are other attractions.
A person who was on the ball could
make a bit of extra money, acquire
a bit of narcotic, or find a good pros-
pect for a one night stand. Maybe
that person would just have enough
moxy to escape having to pay for
drinks all night. There are a lot of
generous sugar daddies around.

In history, bars and pubs have
been centres of intrigue and insur-
rection. They have served as head-
quarters for all kinds of nefarious
and underhanded activities. | don’t
blame this on the proprietors,
though. How can they monitor
every conversation?

No, I blame it on the opportunists
who take advantage of a good thing
to profit for themselves. Besides,
that’s all history now, isn't it?

Now, | have to say this. My experi-

ence at the Hamilton bars leads me
to believe that concerns over any
kind of problem that may have or
might occur seem to be well taken
care of by those responsible for
running them. When they’re not
taken care of, the patrons complain,
long and loud. There is, moreover,
a kind of mutual concern present
that seems to be able to detect
problems before they start and
head them off at the pass.

Oh, you get all types in Hamilton
bars, as anywhere else. The silent,

lone drinker who stops by for a
quick one on the way home. The
noisy, sloppy drunk who has an-
swers for all the problems in the
world but the problem of his own
excessive drinking. The manipula-
tive poseur who claims to be much
more than in reality and who at-
tracts a small entourage of oppor-
tunists, usually young, looking for
freebies or some measure of in-
flated status.

There are the exhibitionists, strut-
ting their stuff and flaunting it for all
to see: “Look at meeee.” Just look,
though. Don’t touch.

There are the activists looking for
any opportunity to attack the estab-
lishment or any real or imaginary
infringement on their real or imagi-
nary rights.

There are those who just like to get
together in a friendly atmosphere
for companionship and entertain-
ment and conversation. There are
those whose main purpose in life
seems to be keeping the dust off a
bar stool. There are those who are
escorted to the door every night
only to be back in time for opening
the next day.

Fundamentally, as | see it, there
are two types of person in the LGBT
Community. There is the
assimilationist and the confronta-
tionist. You find them both at a bar,
sooner or later.

The confrontationist wants to wake
up society to new freedoms and li-
cense, like sex in public places:
something regularly championed by
XTRA. The assimilationist works
quietly from day to day, not clos-
eted but not too out. The

assimilationist can have great fun
with his brothers and sisters and
can get along quite well with his col-
leagues and clients.

In Hamilton, the assimilationists
seem to dominate. At the same
time, this community can unite and
put on quite a show, when neces-

sary.

Maybe, at heart, that's what com-

munity is all about. Not marching
in formation but engaging in activi-
ties of a common interest, while re-
maining one’s own person and re-
specting the right of others to do
the same. Atthe same time, it must
mean not being afraid to stand up
and be counted when the time
comes. The Hamilton Community
has proven time and time again that
it can do this.

In their own way, the Bars and
Clubs help foster this possibility by
providing comfortable places where
individuals can break down the bar-
riers of bias and fear and distrust.
They can find others, like them-
selves, who have been victim-
ised, ostracised or just plain put
down.

Ours is not a tightly knit neighbour-
hood. We are spread pretty far and
wide. If the Bars and Clubs can
bring some of us together for ca-
maraderie and fun, then more
power to them.

In sum, and in Hamilton especially,

most of them do that very well.

Charles W. Westfall is a writer liv-
ing in Hamilton. This column is a
Voice exclusive.
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Women: Take Back The Night

By A.J. Mahari

“Why is a woman still not safe

when she’s in her home?

(Tracy Chapman song, “Why” from
her first CD, “Tracy Chapman”)

With the news of 5 murders of
women in southern Ontario in the
past 3 months as the result of do-
mestic violence, the line from
Chapman’s song rings all too true.
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Women must live with the threat
of physical and/or sexual violence
every day of their lives.

Locally, the Take Back the Night
March will take place on Thurs-
day September 21 at 6:30pm be-
ginning at the Clock Tower in
Kitchener’s Victoria Park. The
March ends at the Kitchener City
Hall.

Kitchener-Waterloo’s march has
the theme of “Take Back...” Sue
Barg, one of the event organizers
and the Family Violence Prevention
Co-ordinator for Wilmot-Wellesly,
explained that the theme of “Take
Back...” was chosen to reflect the
reality that many women who come
out and particpate in this event do
so for many different and very indi-
vidual reasons.”

“‘Every woman has her own thing
that she needs to take back. Some
women need to take back their self-
esteem. Other women need to take
back their self-worth for example”
said Barg.

Locally, the march has seen vary-
ing numbers over the years. It is
estimated that there were about
200 women who took part last year.

LESBIAN OPEN OUTREACH KITCHENER
(L.0.0.K.)

| All-inclusive philosophy with its roots in sister-hood
Networking - Lesbians Building Community - Fun - Laughs

For more information or directions call AJ at || |

http://www.thevoice.on.ca
Click on Lesbian Groups and then on LOOK.
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Organizers expect at least that
many out again this year. Barg
added, “If everyone who is going
to participate would invite a few
friends we’'d have so many more
women involved. It's easier to come
out when you know someone else
who will be there.”

Last year was Sue Barg's first time

attending the Take Back The Night
Event. “It was a very empowering
experience. It was so neat to share
common feelings about our rights,
and the fact that we should be able
to walk at night with-
out fear, with the
other women who
participated. It was a
very positive experi-
ence.”

Barg believes that
the fact that some
women are apathetic
about this symbolic
event and that more
women don’t come
out stems primarily
from two factors.
One, many women,
who haven’t been affected by
sexual assault or domestic violence
directly don’t feel that it is relevant
to them. Two, there are women who
have been the victims of sexual
assault and or domestic violence
who don’t want anyone else to
know this about them.

The history of this symbolic march
has its roots in 1970’s England. Due
to a series of sexual assaults
against women in Leeds and the
petitioning of city leaders to do
something, 10 o’clock curfews were
imposed upon women and children.
Women and children could not be
outon city streets after 10pm with-

our self-reliance
our confidence
our streets

out being accompanied by a man.
Women were justifiably outraged
with the restrictions imposed upon
them and took to the streets to re-
claim their right to walk the streets
without fear.

It was in 1976 that 1,000 women
marched in New York City’'s Cen-
tral Park in the “Walk Against Rape”
This, along with a spontaneous
walk through the streets of a San
Francisco pornography district in
1978, motivated many other such
marches in other centres in the U.S.
and Canada.

The marches, now
held annually around
the world, symbolize
a basic human right
that women must re-

. claim: the right to be

TAKE BACK

our families wherever women

safe in the world, in
any city or town,

want to be, alone,
without the protection
of men and without
the threat of violence.
Men can show their
support by lining the
side of the streets during the march.

In Kitchener-Waterloo, men are
also invited to join the women after
the march, at Kitchener’s City Hall
for refreshments.

Take Back The Night is about
women reclaiming their power and
their rights. Women have a right to
live in peace and to be safe in their
own homes. Women will continue
to blow whistles and beat their
drums in these symbolic marches
until the right of every woman to live
safely becomes a respected and
protected reality.
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likely acting out emotional pain by striking back. You are also most likely
Recognizing the Cycles of Abuse overcompensating for feeling “less-than” by making yourself feel supe-
rior.

By Dr. Jeff Chernin Furthermore, if you take steroids to get bigger, drink and take drugs to
excess, or are involved in violent or emotionally harmful relationships,
you are most likely self-abusing and crying for help.

| was shopping recently when | saw a woman hit her
child with such force that he fell to the ground. | could
see his physical and emotional pain, and | couldn’t help
but say something to her.

To begin to deal with it, you can say, “| was abused for being LGBT, and
my self-defeating behavior is a by-product of former abuse .... Given my
former abuse for being LGBT, of course I've acted this way! Who wouldn’t?”

Later, | wished that | had said something different than

i what | did; | would have been more compassionate to
both of them. | wish that | had told her that she must be having a hard day 1
and offered her my assistance. In other words, | should have realized that
she is not only the abuser, but also the abused. 1

) Part of our healing, as for the woman who struck her child, is to recog-
nize that many of us have become our abusers not only abusers of our-
selves, but of others. | have counselled many LGBT people who replay
the internalized messages that they learned as children. They embodied
their former abusers by sabotaging success, subverting relationships,

e ; . hurti ther people, and takin other signs of being abused for bein
Unable to let the incident go, | pointed out to the person | was shopping LuGr|t3|r11_g OHEr peop'e, an ing on 9 g d

with that | was never hit as a child and, furthermore, that | was never
abused. He replied that | was abused, if not by my parents, then certainly
by the people around me.

Other ways to deal with it include looking at the roots of current prob-
lems, gaining insight by linking the past with current circumstances in
your life, and learning new ways to communicate your thoughts and feel-
ings to others. In the meantime, you can put the label on your past abuse
empowering yourself to call it what it is, taking good care of your body and
mind, and refusing to willfully hurt others.

When | asked him what he meant, he asked me what | was taught to
believe about being gay as a child? | thought about what | was subjected
to by classmates. And even before | knew what “gay” meant, | was called
“fag” and teased for being different.

Jeffrey N. Chernin, Ph.D., resides in Los Angeles, California. He

can be reached at This article was submit-
ted to The Voice by Dr. Chernin.

| later realized that | was indeed abused by people who wanted me to be
different than who | was.

Were you also abused? Were you boys told not to act sissy? Were you
told you should toughen up? Were you beaten or teased? Were you

girls told to stop acting like your brother? Were you told to be more lady- , NO MH’“ W[’\A“”W‘r ‘ffOVd' AOO'I' lOOkQ l'kg e
? 3

like? Were you put down for being different?

One by-product of this is abuse is that, as adults, we often become our
own abusers. To compensate for feeling inferior, did you become a per-
fectionist? Have you tried to please others instead of yourself? Perhaps
you have just given up trying altogether.

Identifying our past mistreatment as abuse is not done for the purpose of

labelling ourselves victims. Just the opposite; giving it the name Abuse
frees us because you can recognize it, discover how it has affected you,
and learn new tools to deal with it.

.. AIRWAYS TRANSIT will oovwlco’r it wﬂk ‘ﬁronic Alrforl

put another person down who is different from yourself—heterosexuals, Serving Kitchener-Waterloo and Cambridge Areas, 7 days a week,
gay men, different ethnicities, lesbians, bi’s, trannies, etc.—you are most 24 hours a day - call (519) 886-2121

In order to recognize it and learn how it has affected you, any time you
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Gender Wars®?

By A.J. Mahari

Generally,
women and men
seem to be com-
ing from opposite
places. Yet they
must continue to

- try to meet in
somewhat of a middle.

What about gays and lesbians? Do
we need each other? What can we
gain from each other? Why are so
many things in our community
male-dominated? Why are there
so few women taking part? What
can we do about this?

Part of this issue can be explained
in the different ways that we are
socialized and in the ways that we
socialize. However, let me make
this clear: | do not think that the
challenges facing us, as gay men
and lesbian women trying to build
community, can be laid squarely at
the feet of men. NO! | am just as
confused as to why many women
do not get involved and advocate
for what they want and need as |
am at the unwitting misogyny and
oppression | have experienced
from some (not all) gay men.

Some would argue that it is point-
less to continue to try to build an
all-inclusive community -- lesbians,
gays, and those who don't identify
with either gender.

What is clear to me is that this is
still a male-driven world. A male-
dominated culture, and subculture,

in our LGBT communities that sees
women being asked to walk to the
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collective beat of the “majority” --
within what is comfortable for gay
men in order to (try to) be seen and
heard.

Do men think about this? Do men
ever ponder what it might be like to
be a lesbian or what it is that we
face? | think many women do this
in terms of being aware of many of
the issues that gay men face.

Do we respect each other? Can
we? Will we?

Often, | am asked what can be done
to get more lesbians involved in our
community. Any discernible answer
becomes less clear the more | think
about it, and the more women | ask.

One thing that is clear, however, is
that if we are going to succeed at
further integrating our community,
men are going to have meet women
half way. | am not so sure that
some men are willing to even con-
sider this. It is not only men who
have to change - women also have
to make some changes to accom-
modate the many differences that
exist between us.

In this new millennium are we still
involved in gender wars? If so,
why? Could it be that we are still
judging each other based upon old
stereotypical characteristics?

Do the experiences of gay males
and lesbian women in our commu-
nity and in the straight world vary
that much? Are there lessons that
we can learn from each other? Can

we benefit from forging ahead with
friendships and with coming to-
gether more often in community
events?

Unlike our straight counterparts,
our immediate need for each other
is not as dramatically apparent.
Nonetheless, this need exists in its
own right <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>