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YOUTH & OUR NEW S

Youth: a term referring to

the period of life that one ex-
periences between childhood
and adulthood. It is a time of
discovery and of learning. It

is not some state to be sepa-
rated from the main. It is not
a time of anyone's being "less
than" or "less worthy". Youth,
contrary to the opinions of
many who are older are as

be role models as lesbian,
gay, and bi-sexual adults.
We also have a responsi-
bility to care, to give back,
and to be there in a very
real and tangible way. In
an effort to provide this
leadership The Voice is
proud to be introducing a
Youth Section. We have

deserving of respect as

R T

been very fortunate in
the arrival of two very

anyone else. It's time we EF¥ ¥ A ). MAHARI } dodicated and ma-

embrace our LGBT youth.

For many of us who are

older we may not have known ourselves
to the extent that the majority of today's
youth know themselves. Has the world
changed enough yet? What are our
younger gay brothers and lesbian sis-
ters facing in school in the so-called,
"Echo" generation, or the "Y" genera-
tion? This baby boomer cares and wants
to know and believes in this magazine
giving youth a voice as well.

There is noticeable agism in our com-
munity. | firmly believe that we have a
responsibility to educate ourselves, as
adults, to what our youth are experienc-
ing and accomplishing. We need to

WILD WOMAN CARDEN

e ingpired decigne @ planting e ctonework @ orhamentation e

510-334.-341

ture young people in
z Kristin and Jason,
who are the Youth Section Editors. You
can read more about them in this issues'
inaugural Youth Section on page 24.

Buliding bridges in our community must
be all-inclusive. Age is only a surface
indicator. It does not speak to soul or to
character and conscience. All too often
we hear of the negative few. It's time
that we, as a community, support, lis-
ten to, and take notice of the respon-
sible majority. Respect and understand-
ing cannot be measured by age. Every-
one has a place, a purpose and a story
to tell. The Voice is listening, are you?




WHAT'S UP WITH PRIDE?

BY DIANNE RAY

The Committee, in partnership with
Club Renaissance, is coordinating en-
tertainment, a beverage garden, vendor
tables, community information tables,
and just plain fun. Your added support
will help us make this year's Pride a suc-
cess.

Update

Performers, Vendors/Service Organiza-
tions, Volunteers, Donations still wanted.
Deadline for Program Advertising is
June 1, 1999. Deadline for sponsors to
be included on our Publicity Poster is
May 7th. For more info please contact
us. (Contact info in ad below)

We have confirmed an MCC Celebra-
tion, the Rainbow Chorus, a Barbecue,
Pride Paraphernalia sale and are work-
ing towards firming up entertainment,
vendors and beverages.

OUT & ABOUT - Queer Radio have given
us a $100 donation and issues a chal-
lenge to other businesses and services
to match. OUT & ABOUT will also be
running our barbecue on Pride Day.
Thanks OUT & ABOUT.

Watch for our What's Up With Pride info
location at Club Renaissance.

TRIPRIDE ‘99

Saturday, June 19, 1:00pm - 7:00pm

Victoria Park Island, Kitchener, Ontario

Regional Pride Committee, Waterloo Wellington
P.O. Box #HM, Waterloo Square P.O., Waterloo, ON. N2J 4V

_ http://www.rainbow.on.ca/rpc/

Fundraisers

Get the Crap Out of Closet Garage Sale
Saturday, May 1st 8:30-2:00pm 350
Margaret Avenue, Kitchener, Ontario
(between Guelph Street & Union Av-
enue) Part of Breithaupt Community
Centre's indoor giant garage sale FREE
ADMISSION Look for the Rainbow
Colours to find our booth. Donations of
stuff welcome. Contact - to ar-
range for pick up

Pride Hunt '99 - Come Scavenge & Hunt
by Car or Foot Saturday, May 29 (6:30
SHARP @ Club Renaissance) Post
Hunt party @ Club Renaissance 2 per-
son team recommended 2 ways to win
Prizes - most stuff found & most money
raised (pledges) $10 donation per per-
son (waived if you raise $50 in pledges)
pledge sheets will be available at Club
Renaissance Pride Info location For
more info contact

Watch for the What's Up with Pride Col-
umn in June's Issue.

PRIDE (oy A). Makar) |

in who you are

in your orientation
in your gender

in your sexuality

Pride-known to yourself-no need to hide.

PRIDE

in your community
in your life and lifestyle
just because
anyway
no matter what

Pride living your life to its fullest —doing
it- not just saying you've tried.

PRIDE 1!

On the cover of this month's issue we
are introducing our new logo. It is very
much the same as the logo that we have
on our web site. What do you think?
Do you have any comments you'd like
to share with us and our readers? We'd
be interested to hear how you feel about
this change. Write, or email us at the
address llisted on page two. We also
welcome letters to editor.

What The Pride Issue of The Voice
will feature:

Queer History

The History of Stonewall

Local Pride News and Details
Pride Celebrations Information

kAnd of course much more!!

R )
We also would welcome your views, or
experiences of Pride and your response
to these questions:

Why is Pride important to you?

Why is Pride important to our
community?

How do you plan to celebrate Pride?

Write to us and share your opinions,
we'll publish them in our June, PRIDE
Issue. The Voice of your community
would be all the more strengthened by
hearing from you!! "Raise Your Voice"

(addresses to write listed on page 2) y
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Hate, like the the human body, has a
structure all its own.

The ingredients that make up this struc-
ture of hate include: anger, fear, help-
lessness, a feeling of or a lack of (per-
sonal) power, difference, intolerance,

; lack of love, lack of compassion, an il-

#341 logical sense of entitlement, egocentric-

| a group. When one feels

ity, narcissism, disrespect, devaluation
and a grandiose sense of importance.

Hate can be malevolent with or with-
out malice. It can be

THE ANATOMY OF HATE

by A.J. Mahari

one of the most difficult aspects of hate.
Those who hate often do not see what
is the matter with how they feel or with
the actions that they take. They cannot
perceive anything past what they be-
lieve, think or feel while they are hat-
ing. Often there is not only illogical think-
ing but also a pattern of polarized think-
ing that in and of itself is entrapping. The
hater is then left with this maze of emo-
tion to face and work through in order to
see the other side. Too many people,
simply choose not to step up to the mir-

ror to examine the source

somewhat passive, as in
holding contempt for
someone, something or

contempt one has an atti-
tude of looking down on
someone, something or a
group. Hate grows from
the anger that comes out
of the painful hurt of the
suppression of essential
needs. One very essential

Hote Crirne
All of Us...

of their pain and associ-
ated hate.

Hate is selfish. Hate en-
ters the room before hat-
ers to announce that they
and their hate are more
important than you, that
they and their hate have
more rights than you and
that somehow they can
dictate their beliefs, their
hate to you. Each hater

need of every human be-
ing is that of connection. Without this
sense of connection (firstly to oneself,
secondly to others, thirdly to a higher
power) there is a fertile ground from
which alienation arises and separates
the hater from those who are being
hated. This separation, though often
experienced (at least initially) by the
hater as coming from outside of him/
herself has its roots within the hater him/
herself. When there is hate inside of
anyone--when there is a lack of self-love
and a tremendous failure (or block) to
know or to understand/experience love
the hate that is held inside, consciously
or unconsciously is then projected out
onto (and attributed to) others. This is

6

perceives only him/her-
self. There is no you and I, no other,
only the hater. The hater in this selfish
role of hating exudes a certain air of
egotism that states loudly that the hater
is the center of the universe. Hate de-
mands that we step aside. Hate de-
mands that our love, our feelings and
our beliefs, sometimes our basic right
to life be negated by the hater and all
because the hater thinks so, or says so.
Hate bluntly announces itself without
regard for anyone or anything else. Hate
is selfish.

Helplessness, or a feeling of powerless-
ness is often one of the major factors

that fuel hate. In her book: The Drama
of The Gifted Child, Alice Miller writes:
"Disregard for those who are smaller and
weaker...[or perceived to be] is the best
defense against a breakthrough of one's
own feelings of helplessness. It is an
expression of this split-off weakness.
The strong person who--because he
[she] has experienced it--knows that he
[she] too carries this weakness within
himself [herself] does not need to dem-
onstrate his [her] strength through con-
tempt." (Pg 72)

Hate is born of anger. This anger is
born out of the pain and alienation that
results from all of the afore mentioned
elements. There are many ingredients
in the mix of hate and in the way that
hate is expressed. All hate, at its roots,
flirts with evil and danger. All hate is
violent, whether expressed verbally,
emotionally or physically. Hate can also
be the absence of any expression; an
abusive silence.

The anotomy of a soul is such that hate
is a toxic by-product. Like the body,
where waste is filtered out to ensure
survival and health, and functioning, so
too is hate a human emotion that is a
waste product that requires filtering out
of one's system at the level of the soul .
This is a process that must be actively
pursued.

Hate, in and of itself, is a crime against
the soul. With ever-increasing hate
crimes and acts of violence and war in
this world it is easy to be complacent at
anindividual level. It is easy to think that
hate rests with others and is a larger-
scale "world issue" and therefore to con-
clude that there is nothing that you can
do about it. | am not just talking about
my ideas about hate or what | think hate
looks like or feels like from the outside. |
am talking about hate from the perspec-
tive of someone who was taught to hate
and who has had to work hard to cross

the bridge that spans the gap between
hate and love. | was raised in the kind
of dysfunctional, abusive environment in
which, sadly, and all too often, the les-
sons learned are those of hate and how
to hate, and why to hate, hate, hate, in
such an overwhelming absense of love.
The absense of love and the pain and
the utter binding helplessless left me
hating: hating hate: just to hate. In all
of the lack that existed there was no lack
of an awareness that indeed there was
a God in my life who cared and who
through it all reached me and held me
gently in hands that would not let me
fall all the way to the bottom of the cav-
ernous abyss that my life had been for
so long. So, no matter the causes or the
roots, | do know, from personal experi-
ence that love (as corny as it sounds)
really can heal all, up to and including
hate.

In order to stop hate, each of us must
look inside ourselves. We must decide
who we are, and what we want to both
mirror and project to others. Gandhi is
quoted as having said: "You must be the
change you wish to see in the world."
This speaks to the reality that each of
us can only change the world one per-
son at a time. That one person is each
of us. When we take the time and make
the effort to educate ourselves and to
grow beyond our misconceptions, mis-
understandings and inexperience with
much of what is different from our own
life experience (in a way that is open to
really seeing where others are coming
from and who they are), then and only
then are we ready to let love light our
way. Self-love, self-acceptance and self-
esteem are the mortal enemies of hate.
Love is the only force that | know of that
can truly eradicate hate. One must be
willing. One must open their heart and
mind and soul to love, to what love is
and to reaching for that in one's life no
matter how far or painful the intial stretch
may be. Hate divides; love joins.
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by Gomvion Husk

_ "The best way to make your dreams
_come true is to wake up."
Paul Lalery
. Spring is one of my favorite times of
year.... and surely a great time for new
_beginnings and possibly even love and
romance. Being gay springtime means
. that your desires to be literally out and
about, and in a feisty mode might have
to be somewhat tempered than the usual
hetero-soul --- more creative touchy-
feelies, and flirting glances that only gays
_ dosowell... and you'd hardly even know
_they are doing it to you! Simple matters
ke getting groceries with your sweetie
is different when you're gay... Straight
uples' whispered consultations, with
tender touches and affirmations at the
_vegetable bin can become a 'problem' if
the two are the same sex, especially
male. How quickly I'm learning the
(campy) 'art' of "sneaking" affectations
and elaborate unobtrusive signals... not
to bother the paying customers, of
course. Better to avoid the possibility
of embarrassment, if not by others,
maybe even the target of some over-
ture, or possibly even yourself. Society
certainly has done a good job of teach-
ing all of us what's proper and not, and
where, and with whom. This Gaydom
certainly has a way of surfacing previ-
ously unconscious patterns of behaviour
for me. Simple good-bye kisses are re-
frained and re-trained as to "appropri-
ateness" at best and safety at worst.
What the dominant hetero community
fails to comprehend often times is the
secrecy which homo-couples live un-
der. No wonder we are so artful of be-
ing amongst you without you even real-
izing it. Insidious grin! A simple spring
walk through Victoria Park has to take
into account aspects such as the time
of day, who's walking and others' sensib
sensibilities. How much better I'm able

to empathize with minority groups now
a days. The dominant culture would be
amused to know of such matters, should
they even care to know. Such reticence
seems to me like creeping rust though,
starting as a nuisance, and gradually
eating into the substance of a couple's
relationship, gnawing at their individual
self-esteem. Being different from the
dominant culture is one burden to bear
through life, but to know at your core that
you "feel" ways which are 'wrong', or at
best 'tolerated' like a disease that's no
‘fault’ of your own, has to impinge upon
the psyche of most gay people... with
shame and self-doubt growing over time.
No wonder gay gatherings produce such
exaggerated and off-the-wall (literally
sometimes) behaviours, pushing ac-
cepted limits ... right in the face of the
dominant culture.

Whether in the 'gay ghetto' of Toronto
or Montreal, or especially when we have
a big parade, like Pride day. Isn'tit won-
derful for one a day a year hetero-
couples are in the minority....and even
stared at. My own coming out so late,
and having dwelt a 'normal’ life -- mar-
ried with children, | don't recall so much
feeling ashamed growing up. However,
none the less | struggled with and
against my own inclinations and desires.
The journal entry after my second child's
birth says it all: "now | know that I'm nor-
mal". Sometimes you're so deep in, that
you don't even know that you're in.
Who'd want to come out into an atmo-
sphere where you suddenly become
strange? How much better I'm able to
all of a sudden become 'strange’, or pos-
sibly even a target of someone's frus-
tration because of my desires... my ba-
sic cravings in life? Well, enough mus-
ing, "I'm out, I'm gay, get used to it,
girl!™...... especially if we're on Church
street. Time to go get groceries...
Gordon Husk is a 'change' consultant liv-

ing in Waterloo.

In 1993, | lost my partner Marilyn to
breast cancer. We had been together for
14 years. Vividly | recall, all too well, the
day in March of 1991 when she uttered
the words, "lI've found a lump in my
breast." My immediate reaction was an
internal panic and fear that | had never
experienced before. The possibility of
mortality had knocked on my door. Those
seven words, "I've found a lump in my
breast," began my battles with the fight
for life, the anger of losing a 'same-sex’
partner and the societal phobias

CHOICES

by C.

. Garry

it's ugly head in her liver and we were
told it was terminal. When | questioned
the oncologist as to why he had cho-
sen no treatment at the time of the
mastectomy, he looked me in the eye
and said "It was a judgement call."
Three months later, she was gone. Far
too often, we men and women, give
away our power to control our lives to
doctors, lawyers, spouses or politi-
cians. More often though, our choices
are to make vital decisions about our
lives and our bodies are

of my sexuality.

The fight for life revolved
around waiting for| -
mammograms, ultrasounds it
and biopsies. Waiting in itself
seemed like painful punishment

’

taken away from us. We will
never know if Marilyn would
have survived with chemo-
therapy or radiation. Yet had
she been given the option of
turning it down, the respon-
sibility of the outcome would

for having cells gone awry. A
month and a half wait for the
mammogram, then wait for the results.
"Let's do a needle biopsy in my office
FIRST"......That wasn't good either. The
fluid they removed was tinged with
blood. The ultrasound was also discour-
aging news. "Let's do a biopsy in day
surgery." The waiting continued. The
news wasn't what we were hoping for.
Twenty-four hours later, her right breast
and three lymph nodes that were found
to be free of cancer cells, were removed.
"You're lucky." they said. "We got it all.”
My gut feeling was that chemotherapy
or radiation was needed as a precau-
tionary measure. | questioned and urged
Marilyn to discuss this with her doctor.
Unfortunately, as with too many other
women, she felt that she didn't have the
right to question her doctors wisdom or
authority.

Fifteen months later, the cancer reared

be her choice of treatment.

| have learned that | always have a
choice. | have the right to choose a
course of treatment. I have a right to say
NO. | hope and pray that | will never be
in a position that Marilyn found herself
in but | know if | do that | have rights, I
have choices and above all, 1 have a

For memories of Marilyn go to:
http://www.globalserve.net/~cgarry/
memories.htm

C. A. Garry is a resident of Mississauga,
Ontario. This column is exclusive to The
Voice Magazine.
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of a people." --Joan Nestle

"We need to know that we are not accidental, that our culture
has grown and changed with the currents, that we like others
have a social herstory, filled within individual lives, community
struggles, customs of language, dress and behavior that when
looked at in their entirety form what we call herstory--the story

What is a lesbian? A lesbian is the rage
of all women condensed to the point of
explosion. She is the woman who, of-
ten beginning at an extremely early age,
acts in accordance with her inner com-
pulsion to be a more complete and freer
human being than her society - perhaps
then, but certainly later -cares to allow
her. These needs and actions, over a
period of years, bring her into painful
conflict with people, situations, the ac-
cepted ways of thinking, feeling and
behaving, until she is in a state of con-
tinual war with everything around her,
and usually with her self. She may not
be fully conscious of the political impli-
cations of what for her began as per-
sonal necessity, but on some level she
has not been able to accept the limita-
tions and oppression laid on her by the
most basic role of her society--the fe-
male role. The turmoil she experiences
tends to induce guilt proportional to the
degree to which she feels she is not
meeting social expectations, and/or
eventually drives her to question and
analyze what the rest of her society more
or less accepts. She is forced to evolve
her own life pattern, often living much
of her life alone, learning usually much
earlier than her "straight" (heterosexual)
sisters about the essential aloneness of
life (which the myth of marriage ob-
scures) and about the reality of illusions.
To the extent that she cannot expel
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The Woman-Identified Woman

BY RADICALESBIENS

the heavy socialization that goes with
being female, she can never truly find
peace with herself. For she is caught
somewhere between accepting society's
view of her - in which case she cannot
accept herself - and coming to under-
stand what this sexist society has done
to her and why it is functional and nec-
essary for it to do so. Those of us who
work that through find ourselves on the
other side of a tortuous journey through
a night that may have been decades
long. The perspective gained from that
journey, the liberation of self, the inner
peace, the real love of self and of all
women, is something to be shared with
all women - because we are all women.

It should first be understood that lesbi-
anism, like male homosexuality, is a cat-
egory of behavior possible only in a sex-
ist society characterized by rigid sex
roles and dominated by male su-
premacy. Those sex roles dehumanize
women by defining us as a supportive/
serving caste in relation to the master
caste of men, and emotionally cripple
men by demanding that they be alien-
ated from their own bodies and emotions
in order to perform their economic/po-
litical/military functions effectively. Ho-
mosexuality is a by-product of a particu-
lar way of setting up roles ( or approved
patterns of behavior) on the basis of sex;

as such it is an
inauthentic ( not
consonant with
"reality") cat-
egory. In a soci-
ety in which
men do not op-
press women,
and sexual ex-
pression is al-
lowed to follow
feelings, the
categories of

Alternatives

Individual & Couple Counselling
Groups and Workshops
v Survivors of Child & Adult Sexual Assaull
00 v Sexual Orientation
oY Body Image/Celebration
$ v Chronic Pain; Fibromyalgia

Marion Markham, ms.w.
(519) 741-5887

Box 29010, Frederick Plaza Postal Qutlet
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 656

homosexuality
and heterosexuality would disappear.

But lesbianism is also different from
male homosexuality, and serves a dif-
ferent function in the society. "Dyke" is
a different kind of put-down from "fag-
got", although both imply you are not
playing your socially assigned sex role.
.. are not therefore a "real woman" or a
"real man. " The grudging admiration felt
for the tomboy, and the queasiness felt
around a sissy boy point to the same
thing: the contempt in which women-or
those who play a female role-are held.
And the investment in keeping women
in that contemptuous role is very great.
Lesbian is a word, the label, the condi-
tion that holds women in line. When a
woman hears this word tossed her way,
she knows she is stepping out of line.
She knows that she has crossed the
terrible boundary of her sex role. She
recoils, she protests, she reshapes her
actions to gain approval. Lesbian is a
label invented by the Man to throw at
any woman who dares to be his equal,
who dares to challenge his prerogatives
(including that of all women as part of
the exchange medium among men),
who dares to assert the primacy of her
own needs. To have the label applied to
people active in women's liberation is
just the most recent instance of a long
history; older women will recall that not
so long ago, any woman who was suc-
cessful, independent, not orienting her

whole life about a man, would hear this
word. For in this sexist society, for a
woman to be independent means she
can't be a woman - she must be a dyke.
That in itself should tell us where women
are at. It says as clearly as can be said:
women and person are contradictory
terms. For a lesbian is not considered a
"real woman. " And yet, in popular think-
ing, there is really only one essential dif-
ference between a lesbian and other
women: that of sexual orientation - which
is to say, when you strip off all the pack-
aging, you must finally realize that the
essence of being a "woman" is to get
fucked by men.

"Lesbian" is one of the sexual catego-
ries by which men have divided up hu-
manity. While all women are dehuman-
ized as sex objects, as the objects of
men they are given certain compensa-
tions: identification with his power, his
ego, his status, his protection (from other
males), feeling like a "real woman, " find-
ing social acceptance by adhering to her
role, etc. Should a woman confront her-
self by confronting another woman,
there are fewer rationalizations, fewer
buffers by which to avoid the stark hor-
ror of her dehumanized condition. Herein
we find the overriding fear of many
women toward being used as a sexual
object by a woman, which not only will

Continued on page 46
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TRANSGENDER STORY)|

EUILDING BRIDGES

by Nancy Nangeroni

I'm out. For better or worse, I'm now
known for what | am. Not only that, but
everyone knows I'm a transsexual, too.
What | feared most, for most of my life,
has finally happened. Family, friends, co-
workers and associates have all found
out about Nancy. The amazing thing is,
some of them still seem to like me. In
fact, precious few of them gave me any
problem about it, and lots of them

our neighbor has a press. The image of
making sweet wine together inspires our
desire for a bridge. But we can't just go
out and build a bridge. After all, if we
put up a bridge overnight without warn-
ing, you can be sure that our neighbor's
reaction will be to get out the dynamite.
So the first step we need to take in build-
ing a bridge is to get our neighbor's
agreement, or permission. But unless
our neighbor is terribly naive or foolish,
some questions will need to be an-
swered before the first support can be

are as supportive as can be. Now
| find myself giving seminars and
speaking out with just about ev-
eryone | meet about
crossdressing and

put in place.

Expect Fear and/or Suspicion.
Don't be surprised if your neigh-
bor is suspicious of your motives,
or fears the possible effect of your

transsexualism. I'm even beginning to
fancy myself as a good voice for our
community. (This is one ego that knows
no bounds.)

In my daily life, | don't try to hide my
past. I'm proud to be who | am, and the
fact that others know me is my insur-
ance against a return to the closet. The
freedom I've gained by their knowledge
and acceptance empowers me to be
myself and share my experience freely.
Funny, but the most dramatic change for
me didn't turn out to be my gender.
When | came out to everyone, and
gained widespread acceptance, the guilt
and anger I'd been stuck on for so long
just evaporated. Poof. OK, not overnight,
but over a couple of years. Just ask my
folks, they'll tell you. | used to be a real
pain; now I'm much more of a pleasure.

But where did | go right? "Building
Bridges". Islands All. We are all small
islands swimming in a great sea, each
a fiefdom isolated from it's neighbors by
an ocean of ignorance, fear, and uncer-
tainty. Our relationships are the bridges
that tie us together and allow us to trade
goodies. It may be that we find ourselves
with a surplus of grapes, and notice that
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proposed bridge on their island.
The person who lives without some sus-
picion of others is a patsy. And the per-
son who is without fear will not live long.
Their suspicions and fears are healthy
and to be taken seriously.

Beat Your Own Fear with Preparation.
What if they don't like you, or reject you?
These are your fears talking, and they're
too costly for you, so don't indulge in
them. You'll find out what happens when
the time comes, not before. "There are
no guarantees in life" as the EST-ian
adage rightly goes. This is not a time to
worry, but a time instead to marshal your
confidence, draw yourself up with pride
and make the preparations needed to
provide the best possible chance for
success. Instead of indulging your fears,
use them as guides to help steer you
around pitfalls. In this case, it's always
possible that the other person won't like
you, and might well reject you. So do a
little groundwork in advance to insure
against these things happening. Your
bridge needs a foundation before it can
soar into the sky.

Be Considerate. Your foundation begins

with your awareness of the other
person's reality. Notice that they see ev-
erything from a different angle. They
have their own needs. Their memories
and emotional triggers are different from
yours. Their tool kit, the skills by which
they must live and get by, are different
from yours. In short, they exist in a com-
pletely different world than you. You can-
not say how they should behave at any
time, because you do not know all of
their considerations. So cultivate an at-
titude of acceptance for the thoughts and
actions of others. There, but for the
grace of God, goes you. Give them your
loving acceptance, just as you would
have them accept you. Set a good ex-
ample, even if it may seem to be wasted
sometimes. It will work in subtle ways,
often outside of your perception.

Be a Good Friend. Friendship is the ce-

ment of your foundation. Be truthful and
dependable. Do what you say you're go-
ing to do, when you said you'd do it. If
you can't, let them know beforehand.
Your broken word kills their confidence
in you, but your warning them of your
failures in advance will strengthen their
trust.

Be graceful. When the time comes to
tell someone about yourself, choose a
good time, a time when you're feeling

good and the other person has time
available. Always ask permission to take
some of their time, and give them an
idea of the nature of the conversation.

1 am who | am;
you are who you are;
and | will make room

in MY world for BOTH of us.
http://www.gendertalk.com

|| 30 Weber Street North, Waterloo

519-746-4268
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DOES JESUS LOVE YOU?

"GOD HATES FAGS!" Those words, like a knife piercing my gut, filled me
with anger, pain and grief. While reading a news report on Matthew Shepard's
funeral, | saw photos of the protestors, waving placards that screamed their ha-
tred: "FAGS DIE, GOD LAUGHS!" AND" AIDS CURES FAGS!" Inside the church, family
and friends struggled to come to terms with the vicious murder of a sensitive and
caring young man whom they loved, while outside, the mob cried out for more
blood.

The pain | felt was complete when | read that these demonstrators were from a
church, led by minister Fred Phelps, and identified themselves as Christians. For
the first time in my life, | was genuinely tempted to be ashamed of my faith. It
sickened me to think that, because | am a Christian, others might assume my
agreement with the opinions and actions of these hatemongers. | was angry that
a few could so completely misrepresent the Christian faith, twisting and pervert-
ing it, while the whole world watched.

IN TR ESsicil L v |

| have been especially concerned about the message this incident, and others

== like it, send to the LGBT community. Many people, gay and straight, Christian or

not, find the idea of someone being both Christian and gay, inconsistent, and
scenes like the one staged by Phelps and his followers, while extreme, seem to
support this view. However, it cannot be stated strongly enough how inconsistent
the attitudes and actions of these anti-gay protestors are with a Christian lifestyle.

When the mes sage that Even when confronting people with their
sin, Jesus, remaining firm in His convic-

Christ lived and tatht tions, demonstrated God's love and for-

[ERCENATI G € (o1ols AW | giveness. Often He seemed to assume
an individual's awareness of the wrong
they had done and sought to relieve
them of guilt and shame, restoring them
spiritually and emotionally (Luke 7:47;
John 8:3-11). It is significant that those He dealt most harshly with were the reli-
gious people who, while claiming to be spiritual, placed the weight of great moral
expectations on others, while doing nothing to help them live a genuine spiritual
life (Matthew 23:4). The ironic relevance of this truth was not overlooked by Melanie
Thernstrom in her extensive article The Crucifixion of Matthew Shepard, in the
March "99 issue of Vanity Fair. Reflecting on Matthew's funeral, she writes, "For
many Laramie churchgoers, reconceiving the homosexual [the outsider to the
church] as the true Christian, and the Rev. Mr. Phelps and his ilk as the Pharisees
[religious people of Jesus' day] was a radical idea (pp272- 274VF).

impossible to use it to
justify hatred!

Certainly, this perspective surfaces a lot of questions. Why has the Church tradi-
tionally rejected the homosexual person (or at least the sexual expression of her/
his relationship) as sinful? Is it a sin to be gay? Does the Bible condemn all
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erotic expressions of love between two people of the same sex? Can an individual
maintain personal integrity and be both Christian and gay?

Until relatively recently, there has been little debate among Christian theologians

concerning homosexuality. Traditionally, the translation and interpretation of cer-
tain Biblical passages (Genesis 19:1-11; Leviticus 18:22;20:13; Romans 1:18-32;
1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Timothy 1:10) reflected a cultural bias that prohibited homo-
sexual acts, with no consideration of their context. Homosexual sex was con-
demned, often as the worst of sins, whether it was an anonymous encounter, a
casual act between friends, or the consummation of a committed, loving relation-
ship. In the past few decades however, as the LGBT community has fought to
achieve greater acceptance in society as a whole, the issue of homosexuality in
the Bible has been given considerable attention by many well-qualified Biblical
interpreters. If nothing else, this study has made it clear that there is a great deal
of room for debate concerning the meaning and possible relevance of these Bibli-
cal passages for the contemporary homosexual person of faith.

As | have personally struggled to ascertain the clearest,
most objective meaning of Biblical references to homo-
sexual acts, | have asked myself, God and the Bible many
questions: What awareness or experience of homosexu-
ality did Biblical writers possess? What were the cultural
meanings and implications of homosexual behaviour in
Biblical times? Why did writers in the Old and New Tes-

taments seem to condemn homosexuality and are their reasons still valid today?
Ultimately, the question became: When the Bible speaks of homosexuality, is it
talking about the same experience that we are discussing in 1999? The conclu-
sion | came to was that, in general, these Biblical passages, used so often to
prohibit homosexual relations in all their forms, really hold little relevance in our
modern context. (Due to space limitations, a thorough discussion of these Biblical
passages will appear in a future issue of The Voice. Watch for it!). This realiza-
tion, that my sexuality need not conflict with my faith was crucial for me. | began to
experience a reconciliation between my sexuality and my spirituality, which had
waged a war within me for years. Itis my belief, that integrity, as a spiritual quality,
implies the integration of all aspects of our lives: spiritual, moral, sexual, social,
vocational, etc. For years, | had felt compelled to isolate my sexuality from my
spiritual life, and in so doing, | had compromised them both and lacked true integ-
rity. Integrity also entails honesty. "Coming out" as both gay and Christian has
been both challenging and exhilarating! It has brought new freedom and limita-
tions. Some doors have closed, while many new windows of opportunity have
opened. The good far outweighs the bad though. For the first time in my life, | can
stand before God and the Church, before friends and family, before anyone | meet
and be honest about all aspects of my life. 1 am a Christian gay man.

| also believe that God asks us to use our gifts and abilities to serve the commu-
nities where we live. As part of the LGBT community, it is my hope that this column
will serve our community by providing those who desire it, a place to explore or

Conludes on page 19
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Q Health

As a psychotherapist, | am not allowed to divulge names of clients. So, as |
relate this story, | will use initials and first names only.

Last week, a young person with the initials T.W. came in to see me for the first
time. Before | could get through the intake, he started crying. | asked him what
the matter was, and he told me that he was distraught because someone called
him “gay.” | asked him to tell me more, and this is what he said: | was with some
friends, and we were playing around, which is what we usually do--poking, laugh-
ing, having fun-- and then this guy who | didn’t even know said that because I'm
purple, carry a bag, and wear a triangle shaped hat that I'm gay. He's respected
in certain parts of the community for his ministry, and he warned the parents in
the neighborhood not to let their children be with me.
Well, | was born purple, and my bag has magic tricks in
them, which | perform for friends, and as for the hat, |
just think it's cool. | never thought about whether | am
gay or not, but now, I’'m not sure.” And with that, he cried
some more.

In all of my years of counseling, | have been pretty sure
about how to handle situations like these. But, do to the
unusual circumstances, | felt a little stumped.

First, | assured him that purple is not a gay color. | ex-
plained that the minister, who must not know much about
lesbians and gay men, got the color purple confused with
the color lavender, and he got males confused with fe-
males, because lesbians took to the color lavender. | also
explained that the color pink is making a comeback, and
it probably started with the pink triangle, which Nazis
forced gay men and women to wear during the Holocaust.
Today, there’s the Pink Press, the Pink Pages, to name a few things that are turn-
ing pink, which gay men and lesbians both seem to like.

He sniffed. It doesn’t matter, he said. Minister Jerry’s convinced some of the
parents that purple is a gay color. So let him, | replied. He’s just displaying his
ignorance. Not convinced, T.W. said, “What if 'm on my way to being a cross-
dresser? | do love my bag...” Again, unsure of what to say, | told him that if he was
a cross-dresser, that he could still be straight, because most cross-dressers are
heterosexual.

You mean that | could still grow up to become heterosexual, even though I'm
purple, wear a bag and like triangle hats?” Yes, | assured him. But then | had to
tell him something else, because while | was saying those words, | was thinking
that if he grows up to be gay, that would be O.K. too.
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“'m gay,” | said,
rather hesitantly. gk Lynn Voortman
AotarpE- e "~ Naturopathic Doctor

asked. “Then,

why aren’t you —Relaxed and friendly environment.

trying to recruit Specializing in nutritional counselling,

me? That's what | pomeopathy, botanical medicines, acupuncture,
craniosacral therapy and applied kinesiology.

-

Jerry said, that

gay people ] ) it
would tell me | Not sure if Naturopathic Medicine is right for you? Book a
that 'm free15 minute consultation to find out

gay, or that you'd 13 Merion Street (near Edinburgh and Paisley)
make a pass at

me, because you Guelph, Ontario (519) 826-5959

like younger guys.” “I'm in a relationship with a man because | like men, not boys,
and it seems that the only one who's recruiting is him,” and then we laughed at the
absurdity of it all.

T.W. then told me that the friends he confided in started laughing too. And that
one of them had a gay uncle, and when he told his uncle, he was laughing about it
too. I told T.W. that my guess is that just about every gay person in America would
laugh if they knew about what Jerry said. It seems to be a sign of mental health, |
told him, that the whole gay community would be laughing if they knew what Jerry
said. | also mentioned, on a more serious note, that a lot of gay people have a lot
of problems because of what people say about them.

“They do?” he asked, inquisitively. “Yes, T.W., I've had clients who have even tried

to kill themselves because of what has been said about them.” “Why?” he de-
manded to know. “Because even though they know deep inside their hearts that
they are not like what certain people say about them, they believe that they are
destined to go to a bad place if they are like them. Sometimes, they have a lot of
fear if anyone else finds out, and they can lose friends and even sometimes, their
family members won'’t speak to them or let their children come over to their house
to play. That's a lot to be sad about, and some gay people get depressed to the
point where they want to die.

“No!” T.W. exploded. “That is so unfair!” | replied, “You're right, it's not fair, but it
seems more empowering to laugh when people say things like Jerry did, rather
than to get mad at them and call them names, because it puts us down to their
level. But you didn’t do that. You took the high road and exposed it for the absurdity
for what it was, just by not saying anything. That's powerful. And you know what?”
“What.” T.W. said, leaning forward. “If people like Jerry keep talking the way he’s
been talking, instead of becoming distraught and wanting to die, more and more
gay and lesbian people are going to start laughing because then they’ll know for
certain that they are worthy of life, that God or nature created them that way for
whatever reason. By the way T.W., | even heard that Jerry’s cousin just came out
of the closet. | wonder what Jerry’s going to say about that!” And with that, T.W.
declared that the session was over, straightened his triangle hat, clutched his bag,
and held his purple head higher as he left the office. As he was walking down the

Concludes on Page1 %8




Q-HEALTH from page 17

hall, | could hear him happily singing to
himself.

This article was submitted to The Voice
by Jeffrey Chernin, Ph.D. who is an au-
thor and psychotherapist in Carmel, Cali-
fornia. He also provides workshops for
the LGBT community and is co-author of
an upcoming book on counseling lesbi-
ans and gay men. Comments?
Cheson@AOL.com

THE VOICE community network-
ng in Kitchewer-waterloo, Cam-
bridge, Gquelph, Hamilton and sur-
rounding areas.

Next month's issue will be our
"PRIDE UUSUE." Why not advertise
in The Voice and be Out and
Proud!! Look for extensive PRIDE
coverage in both June and July.

Coming in our June 'PRIDE’ is-
sue we will give you the details
of time and place for up-coming
celebrations and some Queer
History as well.

(@)
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ACCKWA - 85 Frederick Street East, Kitchener
Thursdays 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

99 Regina Street South, Waterloo
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

John Howard Society — 73 Water Street North, Cambridge
Mondays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

FREE AND CONFIDPDENTZAL . SEXTALILY
PRANSAIZTT TEPPIIISEASE CZINIC.S

Monday and Thursday 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. drop in
99 Regina Street South, Waterloo

Tuesdays 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. drop in

8 Main Street, Cambridge
e \e /1519-883-2251 i
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DOES JESUS LOVE YOU?
Continued from page 15

rediscover Christian faith. | have spo-
ken to many lesbians and gay men, both
closeted and "out," those who attend
church and those who do not, who have
expressed frustration, pain and loss over
the apparent contradiction between their
faith and sexuality. Many express spiri-
tual hunger. Others are angry that the
Church has rejected them. Some even
believe that God has rejected them be-
cause of their sexuality. | do not believe
that God rejects homosexual people
because of their sexuality, but extends
the same love, grace, acceptance and
forgiveness to all.

As LGBT people we have often felt cut
off from our spiritual heritage because
of our sexuality. It will take time for the
rest of the Church to accept us.

There are many obstacles to overcome,
wounds to heal and adversaries to con-
front, but as we live lives of faith, | am
confident that God will lead us out of the
spiritual wilderness, that has so often
been our experience, into a land of prom-
ise, a community of faith and a fellow-
ship of love!

Robert Adams is a writer and a student
of theology, living in Kitchener-Waterloo.
This column is a Voice exclusive.
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STARTING A SMALL BUSINESS

The Essential Steps
by Darren Kregar (ETS)

STEP 1: EVALUATE YOUR IDEA

You have a great idea for a new product
or service. You currently are working for
another business and know you can
make a lot of money.

Before starting your business, you must

determine if a market exists. Look at
the demographics of the area - who lives
in your market area? How much do they
make? Where do they live,? What do
they do for a living? Where do they
shop?

Be sure to know the costs of bringing
your product or service to market. Will
the buyer pay the price you want to
charge. Who will be your suppliers and
what will their charges be to you?

Research your competition. What are
their strengths and weaknesses? What
opportunities exist for your business and
what threats could the competition throw
at you?

Now that you have this information, go
to step 2.

STEP 2: WRITE A BUSINESS PLAN

A business plan is required if you want
to get financing. It's also a good idea to
have a plan to monitor your progress.

Your business plan will not only include
the analysis of your market research
from step one, but also include your mar-
keting plan, management bios, financial
plans, and future forecasts.
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The marketing plan will inform readers
of the business plan how you will mar-
ket your business to the consumer. This
is your opportunity to sell your business
to the reader. Be sure to explain your
product or service in full detail.

The financial plan includes a balance
sheet, income statement and also a
cash-flow statement. Investors want to
know if the business has the capacity to
create a good rate of return or cover the
payments on a loan. You also need in-
dicate future forecasts for the business
and it's long term goals. Are you plan-
ning to expand the business, take it
public or sell the company?

The business plan is not an overnight
creation and may take many weeks to
prepare - however a great business plan
can lead your business into the future.

STEP 3: RAISE SUFFICIENT
CAPITAL

Where do you go for capital? The first
source is obviously your own savings
and assets. Other sources include fam-
ily and friends, banks, government
grants (depending on the nature of your
business), credit cards and private in-
vestors.

Be sure to have enough capital avail-
able to cover your expenses but also
keep in mind your cash flow statements
and projections. What can you afford?

STEP 4: BUILDING YOUR
PRODUCT/SERVICE

Now that your business is now a going

concern, it's time to develop the busi-
ness and build it. Are you prepared to
spend numerous hours for little pay. But
over the long haul, the rewards will be
there. One of the best ways to grow a
business is through networking. There
are numerous networking groups or as-
sociations one can join, but be sure to
'get involved' in the organization if you
do join a network group.

STEP 5: SELL, SELL, SELL

When all said is done, you won't have
much of a business if you can't get your
product to your customer. Be sure to
know the successes and failures of your
competition. This gives you a good idea
of what works and what doesn't. Fred
Kiesner, a professor of management
entrepreneurship at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles quoted, "Start
where the other guy is doing well".

Another great method of selling product
is to form an alliance with another indi-
vidual who sells related but not compet-
ing products. Another method is "team-
ing-up". This involves sharing the costs
of doing business with a competitor. An
agreement is beneficial to outline the
responsibilities of each individual.
Teaming-up is similar to a partnership,

however both businesses remain inde-
pendent of one another. 'Go Global'. For
a low start-up cost, any business can
be on the net. But beware - to get traffic
- you must promote your site. Advertise
your site address on your business cards
and traditional print methods. Be sure
to list your site with as many search en-
gines as possible. Another way to get
traffic is to provide a banner-exchange
with client businesses and suppliers.
You may also want to consider setting
up an on-line store. Look up 'e-com-
merce' in the yellow pages or online.

Now that you have started your business
and are making sales, ensure that all
paperwork is recorded and properly filed.

Economical Tax Services (ETS) provides
consulting to individuals who are con-
sidering starting up their own business.

ETS can help you prepare a business
plan, guide you through your market
research and assist in the set-up of your
books for record keeping. Economical
Tax Services hours of operation is Mon-
day - Thursday, 5:00 - 8:00 pm. (or by
appointment at any other time)

pey
Lf

Economical

Tax Services

Services Available:

* Bookkeeping

* Payroll

» GST/PST Remittances
* Income Tax Preparation

Darren Kregar

Phone: 519-746-6500
Fax: 519-884-0923
Email: dkregar@istar.ca
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BUSINESS FEATURE

GENERATION X

ALTERNATIVE VIDEO & MEDIA

On December 3rd, 1994, Mike Greaves
and Floyd Chan officially opened the
doors of Generation X - Alternative
Video & Media. They had spent the last

eight months doing research and setup
for their niche video store. Having spent
countless hours amassing their collect-
tion of 1400 movies, they waited tensely
for their first member to come through
the door.

Over 4 years later, Generation X - Al-
ternative Video & Media has
gone through some major
changes. They have moved
from their original location
into much larger space at 10

Regina Street North in the
Regina Street Common.
Their collection of movies
has expanded from 1400 to
over 6500 titles. Their
10,000th member will soon be signing
up at the store. Most of all, the guys
of GenX have had their dream realized
through the support of the people of
Waterloo Region.

The concept of Generation X seemed
like a simple one to Floyd and Mike.
Create a video store that carries great
movies that people want to see. They
wanted the store to be different from the
big chain stores that only carried the lat-
est and greatest box-office bonanza
from Hollywood. Mike's experience as
a Film Student at the University of Wa-
terloo and Floyd's love of film helped
them to know that there were many great
films out there that people just didn't
have access to in a city the size of Wa-
terloo. They knew there were niches to
be filled and wanted to be the ones to
fill them.
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The result was a success as people from
all over the region came to GenX to find
the videos they'd always wanted to see.
The main section of the store has been
divided into small groups determined by
the Director of the films, not by genre
categories like Drama or Action. The
Foreign Film section contains almost
1000 movies divided into the over 40
different countries from which they
come. They have one the largest rent-
able collections of Japanese Animation
(anime) in North America
at over 1200 titles. To top
it all off, GenX also has one
of the largest Gay and Les-
bian video collections for
rent outside of Toronto.

When Floyd and Mike
were researching the con-
cept for the store, they dis-
covered that many of the big chain video
stores refused to carry Gay and Lesbian
titles because they considered them-
selves "family stores". GenX decided
to exploit this ignorance and make it a
point to carry titles that would appeal to
the Gay and Lesbian community. The
response has been overwhelming from
the beginning. "Without the support of
the Gay and Lesbian community of Wa-
terloo Region," says Mike, " | don't know
if Generation X would have been able
to have survive as well as it has."

The owners of Generation X have made
it a point to try and fill in all of the gaps
that the chain video stores have left be-
hind. It may not be an easy job, butitis
a job that they love. With the continued
support of customers who want to see
good movies, they hope it is a job they
can do for a long time.

k—wW's best selection of
Forelgn cult, anime, indie,
& Lesbian and
hardﬂ —1lo—Find videos.

And damn co6l mags too.

GENERATION X

ALTERNATIVE VIDEO & MEDIA

[ IDREGINAST.N.] [888<GEN ]

e spngs b mgtheheshnadullwdeu[Iiay°_leshmnhﬂe@lsoaumlahle].




THE VOICE is pl
Generation Why
to the editors

GENERATION WHY?

Kristin Baetz

Kristin has been participating actively
within social justice and arts related
groups for most of her life. She has been
a supporter and advocate for a youth
activist group called Courage, Kids for
Human Rights and Justice, she writes
for their newsletter youth informed gives
suggestions, and learns equally with
them about current world issues affect-
ing youth. At the present time Kristin is
a participant in a Youth Services Canada
funded program. The project is called
IMRU? Community Vision Theatre
Project. Here she gets to play, scream,
dance and learn all about making art out
of nothing. Her passions are engaging
in modern dance, deep breathing, and
yoga.

This past fall Kristin was heavily in-
volved in a Queer action group which
was sparked by the hate crime commit-
ted against Mathew Sheperd. The group
organized action rallies and public
awareness forums as well as much pro-
test against homophobia, and hate
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crimes. She feels very strongly about
the present state of today’s youth. She
is wholeheartedly dedicated to breaking
down stereotypes and prejudices di-
rected towards the GLBT communities
within Kitchener and Waterloo. She re-
alizes this is a gradual process, but one
young lesbian voice among our youth is
a positive start.

Every day Kristin feels it is really diffi-
cult to be empowered, or content with
her life knowing that somewhere she is
being talked down, hated, controlled and
prejudged. Apparently because she is
first a lesbian and then a womyn, then a
human. Whether it be a protest or in
her personal life she is constantly trying
to make ends meet, to search for peace
and some sense of justice.

Jason Santo is 19 years old and has
been a resident of Cambridge for his
whole life. He is presently involved in
the IMRU? Community Vision Theatre
Project, a youth Canada services funded

project that focuses on youth issues us-
ing theatre and the arts as a tool for
personal and societal change. Though
theatre and the arts are his passion, he
has recently felt a need to become more
active in the GLBT community to which
he belongs. He hopes to achieve this
with the help of his friend Kristin Baetz
in the new youth section of The Voice:
Generation WHY?. | hope that my expe-
rience and the experience of other GLBT
youth will provide a basis for discussion,
exploration and debate about the issues
surrounding our young GLBT commu-
nity.

Why should we have a youth section in
The Voice? There are so many reasons
why Jason and | believe it is important
to have a real up to date open three page
spread just focusing on youth issues.
Perhaps, it is because the ever

Our mandate: Jason Santo and Kristin
Baetz hope to break stereotypes, cre-
ate a more positive and loving neigh-
borhood, to bring new and unrecognized
information to an even younger popula-
tion of todays youth. To be able to cre-
ate a safety net for same sex freedom
of expression. To be able to debate
about the "labels" that we are given. To
talk about open protests and local sup-
port groups. To talk about space and
different oppressions that we all face on
a daily basis. We hope to cover a great
deal of topics and to keep them relevent
and real. Our biggest mandate is that
you have the right to be silly, angry,
scared, hopeful, guilty, sad, anxious and
most of all crazy. But please be respon-
sible. We do not want any vulger, offen-
sive or abusive articles or literature in
our section. Some of the issues we'll
explore include: hate crimes, abuse in
lesbian relationships, same sex domes-
tic violence, success stories of

fluxuating 10% of

point in their lives.

though GLBT
people are coming

transgen-

the population that | Through these pages Jason and Kristin e Ir e
is GLBT must have | hope to raise awareness of the issues 5?;5:’ :)er;
been youth at some | concerning GLBT youth, bridge gen- BIUBS .
. eration gaps. challenge stereotypes. | gafer sex
Also, it seems as | and purture understanding. unity and dating, ot
love in the entire GLBT community. and about,
fears, la-

out at younger and

younger ages-and if they're not, WHY?
It's quite banal for herterosexual boys
and girls to be in the early stages of
forming relationships with each other at
10, 12 or 14 years of age. However, for
the GLBT community, this is not the
case. Youth and especially Gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered people are
beat up, bashed and tainted with nega-
tivity all over the world. It is only neces-
sary to have a zine where youth from
our own community can speak out.
Other reasons why this youth section is
so validating, is so that we can try and
build a support network within our
commuinty and to bring a sense of unity.

bels, religion, human rights, work and
living conditions, careers, rape,
homophobia, discrimination, local news,
drugsand pride review. Write to us about:
your concerns, stories, ideas, struggles,
rants, fears, and visions of what you
think about certain issues around top-
ics that affect you, either on a daily ba-
sis, or in the bigger spectrum.

You can Email Jason at:

Kristin at:

or: N o crop them
a letter. (see page 2 for address)
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IMRU? Productions Interview

by Randi Ulch

IMRU? That's the name of the Com-
munity Vision Theatre Project, IMRU?
Productions. It's not an acronym, the
letters don't stand for anything specific,
but when you say the letters out loud
you begin to wonder just what the cast
members are trying to point out. The
double nature of the name for the Com-
munity Vision The-

them. This culminated in the hiring of
thirty people as of March 1st.

Jason Santos, 19 of Cambridge and
Kristin Baetz, 20 of Kitchener, agreed
to meet with me and talk about the be-
ginnings of the theatre project and its
future. They proved very vocal about

IMRU's vision and

atre Project (IMRU)
sets the tone for the
entire show, as the
participants try and
raise social con-
sciousness through
their special brand
of interactive the-
atre called Popular
Education as well
as through poetry
and artwork. IMRU?
Production's hopes
to bridge the gap be-
tween all social,
sexual and religious
identities. Through
their outreach pro-
grams into the
community at large
they hope to reach

the areas the group
were going to
tackle in work-
shops as well as
topics they were
planning to focus
on for their major
showcase in June.
Activesince March,
when the project
founders began
hiring actors and
actresses, Jason
and Kristen have
succeeded to
some degree in
making "Queer" is-
sues prevalent --
but at the same
time they are trying
to blur the sexual-

and touch as many different people's
lives and lifestyles as possible.

The Community Vision Theatre Project
is involved with several other commu-
nity organizations, including the YWCA
and R.0.0.F. (Reaching Our Outdoor
Friends). IMRU? Productions came to
life as of February 1st, when the YWCA
helped the founding members receive
a grant from YSC. At this point they be-
gan their search for people of visible mi-
norities in the K-W area to participate in
the project's aim, which is to reach the
community at large and socially educate
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ity lines. Jason summed up both of their
opinions with the comment, "[ Social and
Sexual] identity is a human thing, not
really a 'Queer' thing, your label isn't who
you [really] are." Since being hired on,
both have made a concentrated effort
within the group of 30 participants from
extremely diverse backgrounds, to blur
all the lines and break down the stereo-
types, "All of the stereotypes, not just
those inherent to the 'Queer' commu-
nity." Jason said.

The most impressive thing about the
interactive theatre known as Popular

Education is that it depends heavily on
Audience participation. During their in-
augural showcase, one of the ongoing
skits involved an actress friend of mine
(Mel) being tied to a chair while the ma-
jority of the cast pretended to bash at
an invisible wall, calling out to the audi-
ence, pleading for someone to step for-
ward and help. In a way the ropes signi-
fied social restraints and stereotypes
and the audience was expected to get
up and untie her. | found this to be an
extremely interesting social message,
whether they intended it or not, and |

Project's vision or mission statement,
and that is the fact that the entire pro-
duction is, as she put it "grassroots, with
a kind of Bohemian connection to the
people." Which they hope, as Jason
says, "[Will inject some] humanism into
the community [as a whole]". Jason also
went on to say that because the project
deals with real people and realistic prob-
lems, "[it is] a lot less fiction and fantasy
and more reality based."

Just like the core project, Jason and
Kristin hope to see a second and third

feel they did, phase for the
they were de- Theatre
manding that Project that
the audience get includes
involved in so- community
cial and commu- workshops,
nity action, de- the chance to
manding they provide a
stop the cycle of center for
violence and op- Popular Edu-
pression. cation and to
make art and

Described by drama open

Kristin as 'a Theatre of the Oppressed',
IMRU has it's own social dynamic in the
simple fact that it is composed of 30
young people, ranging in age from 17 to
30, from many diverse backgrounds and
visible minorities. Who have forged a
special bond with each other and stepped
beyond social and sexual politics and
stereotypes to spread a positive message
to the masses. In my opinion, this is a
perfect example of true social harmony.
They say that everyone in the group
wants to focus on "issues most passion-
ate..." from racism and violence against
womyn, to general abuse and sexual
politics. Everyone is preparing for their
major production at the end of June that
will involve 12+ individual skits in the
popular education format and Jason
hopes "to finish a powerful show [that
really moves the audience and gets the
point across]." Kristin also pointed out
an interesting fact about the Theatre

to and more feasible to the community.
And while right now IMRU? Productions
is non-profit, a stipulation of the grant
agreement, Jason and Kristin are real-
istic, knowing that some day IMRU will
have to become self-sufficient. They say
that they would like to see it become an
ethical business without the elitist atti-
tude which most artistic businesses fall
prey to. The primary vision and goal of
IMRU? Productions is community inter-
action and wherever they end up, Ja-
son and Kristin believe that it is their job
to teach social awareness and provide
artistic workshops for the community.

Jason and Kristin are also very active
politically, Kristin has participated in a
series of marches, petitions and aware-
ness seminars on women's rights and
sexual politics, "[with an] in your face'
kind of attitude, [similar to that used with

Concludes on page 46
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Sundays

The Rainbow Metropolitan Community
Church: An LGBT-friendly Community
Church. Services take place each Sun-
day at 7:00 p.m. at St. Matthias Angli-
can, 171 Kortright Road, at the corner
of Kortright and Edinburgh Road. Call
the Rainbow MCC at 519

Tuesdays
Guelph Queer Equality (GQE) meets ev-
ery Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in
UC536, the University Centre's Mature
Student Lounge at the University of
Guelph. Contact GQE at:

I for details.

Wednesdays

LIS TINGS

Hamilton Coming Out Proud Discussion
Group We meet every first and third
Wednesday of each month. Meetings

start at 6:30 pm. Call us for more de-
talls 905 , or toll-free 1-888-
, or email

htlp //www.gomorrahs.com

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Youth Discus-
sion Group: A group for people aged 16-
25, sponsored by ACCKWA and held in
Waterloo, 7:00-9:00 pm. To join, or for
more information, call Rob Gascho

at ACCKWA at (519)

(Kitchener).

GLOW's Coming Out Discussion Group
explores issues in sexual orientation;
Hagey Hall Rms. 373/378, University of
Waterloo, 7:30-9:00 pm. Lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals, transgendered people,
and those questioning their sexuality are
welcome. Information: [ INIIEEE. Top-
ics For May TBA. Glow's Web site:

http://www.csclub.uwaterloo.ca/clubs/glow
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GLOW Social: a social evening in
Hagey Hall Rms. 373/378, University
of Waterloo, 9:00-11:00 pm. Everyone
welcome; meet old friends, and make
new ones.

C.R.E.W: invites you to come out to their
meetings and get involved in building
community infrastructure. Meetings are
held every Wednesday at 7:30 pm.

For more details contact:

Kris at I
or call I

Wednesday Pride at the Spiral Club,

an evening for the queer positive,
transgendered, lesbian and gay commu-
nity. Spiral Club is at 122 Woolwich St.,

Guelph, S

Create a New Life: a drug & alcohol ad-
diction support group for gay women
meets Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm,
Oasis Club, 146 Wyndham St., Guelph.
Create a New Life provides a safe and
confidential place for women to share
their struggles with drugs and alcohol
addictions. For more info, call Marilyn

at (519) [N
Thursdays

Hamilton Transsexual Peer Support
Group: [f you are post-op or pre-op
transsexual or are dealing with gender
dysphoria, come join this bi-weekly peer
support group. Meetings begin Febru-
ary 4, 1999 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
and will continue bi-weekly thereafter.
Meetings will be held at the Hamilton
AIDS Network, 512 James St. N.
For further details, please call (905)-
, or e-mail Janet at:

.

Like to Hear a track from

YOU'RE FAVORITE:CD?

Pltchers mgt,.$6.50

CLUB RENAISSANCE befors. 108

24 CHARLES ST. W, Small Draught 81
DOWNTOWN KITCHENER \

INFO LINE: (5I9) 570-2406




MAY

Saturday May 1

LGB Youth Retreat from 10 amto 9 pm,
in Waterloo, sponsored by The Coalition For
Support of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Youth
of Waterloo Region.

Meet other youth from

southwestern Ontario

Fun interactive activities

Coffee house

Dance

Pre-registration is required. For more info

or to register, contact Leann Wagner of the
Waterloo Region Community Health Dept. at
(519 ext. or via e-mail at

WOODS Open* Event: Outdoor Cook-out
in the Country at 11 am or after, at Leslie's
trailer at Belmore. Those who want to fish at
the trout farm come early. Cook your steak (or
fish) on an open fire. Call Leslie. Walk, sing
song around the fire. 1-1/2 hrs from K-W area.
*An "open" event may be attended by mem-
bers and non-members.

As part of fundraising for the Regional Pride
'99 celebration the Regional Pride Committee
is participating in the:

5th Annual Indoor Giant Garage Sale
Saturday, May 1, 1999
Breithaupt Community Centre Gymnasium
350 Margaret Ave., Kitchener
8:30 am - 2:00 pm
free admission.

HomoHop: at the Hart House, University of

Toronto (between Museum and Queen's Park
stations). For more info, contact LGBTOUT at

416_ext ]

i
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Sunday May 2

London Lesbian Film Festival #8 - Real
Films for Reel Womyn The London Lesbian
Film Festival is pleased to present "Reel
Womyn," our 8th year of lesbian-focused cin-
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ema, being held April 30th to May 2nd, 1999,

in London, Ontario. Call (519 write
the LLFF at P.O. Box , London, ON,
N5W 3A1, log on to our web site at http://
lif.Iweb.net or e-mail us at_

Wednesday May 5

Boomernomics: a seminar for Business
Owners, Investors and Professionals. The
seminar begins at 7:30pm, at the ltalian Ca-
nadian Club, Guelph. Presented byEdward
Lee, C.I. Mutual Funds. Timely advice for
boomers on the brink of retirement!To regis-
ter, please contact Bonnie J. Babin, Finan-

cial Concept Group, (519) IIIIGGNGbr G19)
Free Book for 1st 100 Regis-

trants.

Thursday May 20

Inside Out: 9th Annual Lesbian Gay Film
Video Festival of Toronto plays from May
20th to May 30th, at the Multi-plex Paramount
Festival Hall on Richmond Street in downtown
Toronto. . For more information, call 416-Ji}
el Or visit their website at: http:/
/www.insideout.on.ca/

Friday May 21

PFLAG (Parents, Family and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays) meet at 8:00 pm. For more
information, call Evie a (Kitchener)
Cambridge) or email

Saturday May 29

Cate Friesen: is performing at the Zion
United Church (in the round room), 32 Weber
St. West at 8pm. Tickets are $12 in advance
and $15 at the door. Tickets are on sale at
Readers Inc Books, 140 University Ave in
Waterloo or can be purchased with a credit
card by calling [Nl (note $1 service
charge on phone orders)

See page 36-Exclusive Interview with

Cate Friesen.

ACCKWA (The Aids Committee of Cam-
bridge, K-W and Area) 85 Frederick St. E.,
Kitchener, Ont., (519) 570-3687

ACGWC (Aids Committee of Guelph
and Wellingon County) 204-85 Norfolk
Street, Guelph Ont., (519) 763-2255

AIDS Hotline: Ontario Ministry of Health
1-800-668-2437

Anselma House: A crisis shelter for abused
women with or without children.
24 hour crisis line: (519) 742-5894

AWARE K-W: A Christian gay-positive

group with roots in the Christian Refomed
Church, meets every second

Sunday evening of each month. For
information call Gary Terpst

ra at

B o' Fred Rolleman at

Brethren Mennonite Council For Gays
and Lesbians, P.O. Box Il Eastwood
Square, Kitchener, Ont,

N2H 6S9

COLLAGE: (Children of Lesbians and Gays
Everywhere) Provides education, support
and community on local and international lev-

els. I | contact

Distress Line- (519) 745-1166

Global: is available to help anyone in the
Laurier community who is dealing with LGBT
issues. Staff, students, or faculty can reach
GLOBAL directly at the club's e-mail address

Laurier Peer Help
Line 884-PEER.

GLOW:Gays and Lesbians of Waterloo
See Page 50

GLOW Phone Line: 884-GLOW. Information
and peer support.

- Feter ot I

HOWL: Hanging Out With Lesbians is a
social group for women (lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and gay friendly) ages 25 and up
who are active in Guelph

and area. Women may contact HOWL
through Outline (519),

KW Frontrunners: Contact Mark at .

KW Aquatics: Contact Mark at 747-3629

Lesbian/Gay/Bi-sexual Youth Line:
1-800-268-YOUTH

Naturialists Of Waterloo: For information
you can contact Jaak at:

OUTline: A support and resource phone line
for people dealing with lesbian, gay, bissexual
and transgender issues at the University of
Guelph and the surrounding area. Phone lines
open every evening; Sunday through Thurs-
day, 7 to 10 pm and Friday and Saturday, 6 to
9 pm. Call (519) 836-4550 or email:
outline@uoguelph.ca
web: http://www.uoguelph.ca/“outline

Rainbow Chorus: is a choir that performs and
will also be hesting dances for the LGBT com-
munity every month through to July and then
starting again in September. For information
you can contact Robert at or Cory
at- http://www.webpoint.net/~cory

Sexual Assault Centers:

KW, omcsisisessamintissimainiones (519)741-8633
Cambridge .(519)

Guelph....ciisecuessesnsensiipeiduansis (519)823-5806
Hamilton........ccccoceiiinnnnne (905)525-4162

Two Spirited People of First Nations:
Toronto-416-944-9300

Subtance Abuse: (Kit) (519) 741-3827

Waterloo Region Alliance For Equal
Rights-Kitchener—(519)-

Women's Centers: UofW (519) 888-4567 ext.
3457
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WOODS: Women Out Opening Doors Socially
is a social club for lebians and lesbian-posi-
tive women in K-W, Cambridge, Guelph and
area. In Kitchener contact Dona at

and in Guelph the contact person is Debbie at

Television/Radio Shows

Woman Made Collective Show
CFRU 93.3 FM Airs Mondays 6-7pm

Women's Spin-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Wednesday Nights-6-8pm

Leaping Lesbians-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Thursday Nights-6-8pm

Out & About Queer Radio CKWR 98.5 FM
Airs Fridays at 9:30-10:30pm

COMMUNITY LISTINGS

10% - Qtv broadcasts Sunday's at11:30 PM-
Tune to channel 20 in KW, channel 8 in Guelph,
or channel 13 in London

Wendy Bonza

Psyc‘»oﬂ»erapisf
Art T‘»erapisf‘

©

af
Lifesfreams
Counse”ing Cenlre

Tel. (519) 741-1212
Fax (519) 741-8890
e-mail: BonzaW @ aol.com

UPCOMING PRIDE

CELEBRATIONS
K-W Pride Day

On the afternoon and early evening of
Saturday, June 19th the LGBT commu-
nities of Guelph, Cambridge and
Kitchener-Waterloo will once again join
together for our 5th Annual Pride Cel-
ebration. We are meeting again in
Kitchener's Victoria Park, which is only
a few yards west of the Kitchener Bus
Terminal. Last year we were at the Clock
Tower, but this year we'll be on Roos Is-
land (where the bandstand/gazebo is)
in the park. The festivities will run from
1:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
http://www.rainbow.on.ca/pride99/

Toronto Pride

Pride Week 1999 is Monday June 21st
thru Sunday June 27th, 1999.
http://www.torontopride.com/

London Pride

London Pride '99, London Ontario

July 2 - 11, 1999
http://www.gaycanada.com/london-
pride

Hamilton Pride

Information was not available at the
time of going to print. Look for details
in the June issue of The Voice.

Ottawa Pride Day

Sunday July 11 - Parade 1:00pm ‘
http://www.gaycanada.com/ottawa-
pride/

New Look...

L

D

QUEER RADIO

Same
Great Taste!

Fridays at 9:30 p.m.

Serving Your Community

CKWRm98
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www.outandabout.on.ca



Crush

1992, 97 min,

New Zealand

. Director: Alison MacLean
Starring: Marcia Gay
Harden, Donough Rees,
Caitlin Bossley

This unnerving psycho-
.4 logical thriller is infused

. with a brooding sense of
: doom. Set against the
bubbling geysers of rural
New Zealand, the story
examines themes of
passion, betrayal, desire,
jealousy, seduction and
revenge. Two women,
Lane (Marcia Gay
Harden) and Christina
(Donough Rees), are in-
volved in a car accident,
leaving Christina severly
injured and Lane (whose
carelessness was the
cause of the accident)
unscathed. Lane inexpli-
cably abandons her co-
matose friend, eventu-
ally befriending a novel-
ist, Colin, and his 15-
year-old boyish daugh-
ter, Angela. Angela, in
turn, befriends the slowly
recovering Christina,

. 34

thereby precipitating an
emotional showdown be-
tween the characters. A
twisted, stylish, tension-
filled feature film debut for
MacLean, which works
best when delving into the
three women's constantly
shifting relationships and
subtle sexual games.
While not overtly lesbian-
themed, it won't take a
brain surgeon to figure out
that lesbian attraction and
alover's revenge plays an
integral role.

For a Lost Soldier

1993, 92 min,

The Netherlands

Director: Roeland Kerbosch

Starring: Andrew Kelley,
Maarten Smit

The explosive subject of
man-boy love is delicately
handled in this touchingly
romantic drama of a boy's
coming-of-age during
WWII. A handsome
rosey-cheeked boy of 13
is sent to the countryside
to stay with a farming
family in order to avoid the
horrors of war.

Interested in boys his
own age, especially his
girl-crazy best friend, the
boy eventually finds his
true love with a Canadian
soldier stationed in the
area as part of the Libera-
tion forces. It is love-at-
first-sight for the two who,
undeterred by their lan-
guage barrier, develop a
friendship that begins first
as buddies and develops
later into a full-blown love
affair. A gay version of
Summer of '42. (Dutch
with English subtitles)

ELd o
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In And Out
1997, 92 min, US
Director: Frank 0z
Starring: Kevin Kline,
Joan Cusack, Matt Dillon,
Tom Selleck, Debbie
Reynolds, Wilford Brimley,
Bob Newhart, Gregory Jbara,
Shalom Harlow, Whoopi
Goldberg

In & Out skewers gay ste-

reotypes without giving in
to them, demonstrating a
political sensitivity while
having uproarious fun
with sexual attitudes, and
framing outing and

coming out within the
scintillating backdrop of a
sex farce.

fassby 1
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The Celluleid Closet

Inspired by the late Vito
Russo's seminal book on
the depiction of homo-
sexuality in Hollywood
cinema, this funny, infor-
mative and occasionally
moving documentary of-
fers -- through interviews
and a vast assortment of
film clips -- a candid mini-
history of gays and lesbi-
ans on-screen. The Cel-
luloid Closet takes a chro-
nological approach to the
subject, offering clips

from the turn of the cen-
tury (The Gay Brothers)
thru the silents to the ef-
feminate caricatures of
the 1930s (Broadway
Melody), the pitiful homo-
sexual of the 1950s and
'60s, the violently deviant
homosexual of the '70s
and '80s, and concluding
with the squeaky clean
image of recent times.
While encompassing
inscope, the film is too
simplistic and suffers from
the lack of critical analy-
sis and a central point-of-
view. And, there are too
many straight actors who
offer nothing other than
having played a gayl/les-
bian -- only Tony Curtis
and Susan Sarandon of-
fer insight into the queer
roles they have played.
With that said, however,
The Celluloid Closet is
more than recommended
but for something deeper,
it is best to also read
Russo's book.

TS W wen
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All Over Me

While gay and lesbian
coming-of-age films seem
to be a dime a dozen, this
tender drama of a gawky
teenager's realization of
her lesbianism is far from
ordinary. For this indepen-
dently made film from the
Sichel sisters (Alex and
Sylvia) wonderfully cap-
tures the growing pains of
adolescence and the joy,
tentativeness and excite-
ment of the protagonist's
emerging lesbian identity.
Set in New York's Hell's
Kitchen area. The story
focuses on Claude
(Alison Follard) and her
best friend Ellen (Tara
Subkoff).

Operated by members
An inclusive, diverse
and safe community
Call for date of our next
?3 Public Information
Meeting

519-886-1081
A Unique Community www.beavercreekcoop.on.ca
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On Thursday April 15th | had the plea-
sure of interviewing Cate Friesen about
her new CD, "Joy's Disorder", and her
career in general. This interview was
done exclusively for both the Leaping
Lesbians Radio Show (it aired on Thurs-
day April 15th) and for The Voice.

AJ: Can you tell us what is

working with somebody else's words | felt
very responsible that | set it to music
that contributed to what he was really
talking about that moved it to another
spot.”

AJ: Where do you get your inspiration,
for the music that you write?

different about your new CD,
"Joy's Disorder" in compari-
son with your last CD, "Way-
ward?"

Cate: "l think it's quite differ-
ent. I've stepped into some
new territory. | guess for me
one of the biggest differences
is that I kind of moved away

Cate: "l think from a num-
ber of different places. 1

think daily life is a good
place to start and | try and
keep my ears and eyes
open for something new

1 suppose. When I'm work-
ing with Patrick's stuff |
do get a lot of inspiration
off of the words. Also, |

from the narrative story-tell-

was really exploring work-

ing and it's much more on the emotional
landscape kind of theme. I think it's prob-
ably my stongest work to date."

AJ: How much of the change in the di-
rection of your music with your new CD
you credit to poet Patrick Friesen?

Cate: "l think definately working with
someone else's words brought out a dif-
ferent musical voice for me and it was
one of the reasons that | sought Patrick
out. What happened was a couple of
years ago | got a grant from the Ontario
Arts Council to do some composing...l
felt like 1 had absolutely nothing to say
at that point. | thought it was a good
opportunity to work with someone else.
1 phoned Patrick up and he sent me a
parcel of poems the next day. That's one
thing 1 learned about Patrick, he's very
prompt. His poetry is very lyrical. It made
me explore very carefully how music and
words work together. Since | was
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ing with different rhythms
so it's listening to other music and try-
ing out different rhythms and different
chord changes and listenting to that.
Then somewhere in the listening some-
thing hooks me in and a thread of a song
begins."

AJ: Who were your'inﬂuences?

Cate: "Oh, the influence question, AJ,
[laughter] well let's see that changes all
of the time. 1 think I'm very influenced
by writers, by poets, and particularily a
prose writer that 1 love, Annie Dillard,
who wrote, "Pilgram and Tinker's Creek"
1 think it's called. Musically, that's really,
really hard to say. | think | listen to a lot
of different stuff and take out different
things depending on who it is. One per-
son that inspires me musically is Jane
Siberry. | really love the way she adven-

tures into different areas and she never .

seems to worry about what other people
are going to think. That's what inspires

me, looking at people who follow their
hearts and do what they feel feels right
and then see what opens up from that."

AJ: What do you most enjoy about per-
forming?

Cate: "What | most enjoy about perform-
ing is when I feel like I've picked the right
clothes, that's my first anxiety, what to
wear, and when I'm finished that one
what I love about performing is connect-
ing with the audience. Performing is the
public part of what | do and it's the point
when you see what really connects with
people and when those connections hap-
pen it's just, very magic and everytime |
play in a different place the songs will
be slightly different because it's what's
happening in the room and the feeling
that's there. So it's always full of little
surprises. | love that part. I love getting
a feel for my audience and getting to
know them, getting them to laugh and
kind of share with me, you know, some
odd little thing. I'll do audience surveys
and things like that. It is that joy of be-
ing present with other people and when
I'm at my best it means that I'm very
present in the song and I'm not worried
about what I'm wearing. It's a real give
and take thing, performing.

Cate Friesen will be appearing at
the Zion United Church, in the round
room, at 32 Weber St.W. in
Kitchener, on Saturday May 29.
Cate's appearance is presented by
MJA Productions who are also go-
ing to bring us Judy Small in
Kitchener-Waterloo in November. To
find out more about MJA Produc-
tions you can visit their web site at:

http://www.sentex.net/“mja

For ticket information about Cate's up-
coming performance in Kitchener see
page 30.

R

"This is a chapter of change anod sta-
bility. About those wmoments of
epiphany, however swmall  or
Large...moments whewn the slant of
light changes. still standing in the
same place and the view is completely
different." - Cate

Joy's Disorder is Cate's fourth re-
lease on her own label, wide-eyed mu-
sic, distributed by Festival Distribution.
It includes 5 originals and 5 collabora-
tions with poet Patrick Friesen (no rela-
tion!). Cate is joined by many fine musi-
cians including longtime band members
Howard Gaul, Allan Beardsell and
Louise Horton. Special guests include
Ron Sexsmith, John Switzer, Rob Piltch
and Denis Keldie. Produced by David
Travers-Smith.

"Collaborating with Patrick Friesen
was a veal joy anol opened up a differ-
ent musical voice for me. Collaborat-
ing with producer David Travers-
Swiith was awn exciting exploration of
sonlces. Both were instruumental tn the
end result. " - Cate

wide-eyed music
2238 Dundas St. West
P.0. Box 59009
Toronto, Ontario
M6R 3B5

http://www.catefriesen.com
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Indigo Girls, Me'Shell in Cuba

Music was the other Team, the openly les-

m mode of exchange be- bian Indigo Girls and
Z tween the U.S. and openly bisexual
Cuba, as the lesbian Me'Shell Ndegeocello
@lduo and the bisexual i| were _also on the is-
P4 star joined in some ar- | 'and in an equally
fajtistic diplomacy without historic cultural
®gloves or bats. While exchange. Through-
most of the emphasis out the 37 years of
in Cuba - U.S. relations = the U.S. embargo of
on March 28 was on the historic base- Cuba, U.S. musicians have been pro-
Pdball game in Havana between the Balti-  hibited from engaging in joint ventures

[_? more Orioles and the Cuban National  With their Cuban counterparts.

K.D. Lang Settles Lawsuit

There won't be any Obvious Gossip
about the terms of a wrongful termina-
m tion lawsuit by the musician's fan club
manager, except that he still thinks
she's a great person.

official fan club, Obvious Gossip. He was
quick to tell reporters after the settlement
that the lawsuit was a business matter
and "It's nothing personal with k.d. She's
a great, great person."

A wrongful termination law-
suit against openly lesbian
Canadian singer-songwriter
k.d. Lang was settled , un-
der terms which neither party
is free to reveal. The lawsuit
was filed in the Supreme
Court of British Columbia by
David Maddocks, the former manager
of Lang's

Maddocks had been termi-
nated after six years of em-
ployment as part of the pro-
cess of closing down the offi-
cial fan club. Lang had decided
that the $35/year membership
group had become outmoded
in the age of the Internet where
Obvious Gossip remains as a Web site.

Ellen DeGeneres: 'Life is good'

LOS ANGELES (CNN)

It's a good time for Ellen
DeGeneres, and even she admits
it. Less than a year after the can-
cellation of her ABC sitcom,
"Ellen," DeGeneres seems far re-
moved from the she's-coming-out-of -
the-you-know-what controversy that
dogged her for the better part of two
years.

38

Suddenly, or so it seems, Ellen is
coming out again -- but this time,
at the box office. And it doesn't ap-
pear her big screen acting has a
- connection to a closet of any kind.

"EDtv," a romantic comedy starring Mat-
thew McConaughey, opened in March.
The edgier, black comedy "Goodbye,
Lover" follows later this month.

Q: How many born-again
Christians does it take to
change a lightbulb?

A: One to change the bulb
and about 500 to go out-
side and shout "I've seen
the light!"

Give me ambiguity or give
me something else.

Clairvoyants meeting can-
celed due to unforeseen
events.

The cardiologist's diet: if
it tastes good, spit it out.

My uncle reads the obits
every day. He can't under-
stand how people always
die in alphabetical order.

Remember, old folks are
worth a fortune, with sil-
ver in their hair, gold in
their teeth, stones in their
kidneys, lead in their feet,
and gas in their stom-
achs.

All my life, I've wanted
dimples. Now, in my late
30's, | finally have
them.They're just in the
wrong cheeks.

| xeroxed my watch. Now
| have time to spare.

Middle age is when you
know your way around --
but you'd rather not go

My partner will buy any-
thing marked down. Last
year she bought an esca-
lator.

Q. How many TV evange-
lists does it take to
change a light bulb?

A. One, but for the mes-
sage of light to continue,
send in your donation to-
day.

Avoid alliteration. Always

Bire Glad Detter
10U Regima 5L - North
phane t A4L- L0998

Wiww . .madnetter.com
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Helping the Stork
The Choices and
Challenges of Donor
Insemination

by Carol Frost Vercollone,
Heidi Moss, Robert Moss

HELPING
e

. »
STORK

An informative, com-
plete, and supportive
book on the subject of
donor insemination. This
book provides the infor-
mation they need when
considering this option.

!
{
|
|
I

Lesbian Gay Parenting
Handbook

EREATIND S¥O HALSIHG
SRR TAMCLIEN

Renowned psychothera-
pist and lesbian parent
April Martin combines her
expertise and profes-
sional perspectives with
first-person stories from
gay and lesbian parents to
address the many ques-
tions and important is-

sues associated with gay
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and lesbian parenting.

The Lesbian and Gay
Parenting Handbook cov-
ers a vast array of sub-
jects about creating a
family, from decision-
making to alternative in-
semination to surrogacy.
It includes details on
adoption, gay men mak-
ing babies, coparenting,
and legal issues. Martin
discusses family roles,
dealing with anti-homo-
sexual bias, dealing with
family crises, and how to
handle issues children
may have about growing
up with gay or lesbian par-
ents. This book should be
an essential component
of every gay or lesbian
parent's--or parent-to-
be's--library.

Another Mother Tongue
Gay Words, Gay Worlds

by Judy Grahn

Paperback - 341 pages
ISBN: 0807079111

Completely Queer
The Gay and Lesbian

Encyclopedia

by Steve Hogan, Lee
Hudson (Contributor)

Creating a balanced,
one-volume encyclopedia
of Queer culture and
events can only be an
uphill battle. Queerness is
famously, inconsistently
elusive, sprawling and
uncontained.

Approximately 600 ar-
ticles arranged in alpha-
betical format attempt to
"encircle" Queerness, fo-
cusing primarily on the ac-
complishments of West-
ern, self-identified gays
and lesbians in the 1970s-
1990s, with forays into the
pre-Stonewall past. En-
tries feature Jimmy
Somerville, Emily
Dickinson, June Jordan,
Bill T. Jones--it's impos-
sible to provide a repre-
sentative sample here.
The breadth of the topic
makes for some interest-
ing juxtapositions--entries
on major religions abide in
bizarre proximity to Baths/
Bathhouses, Beaches,
and Bears.

he two-column page for-
mat, generous font, and
plentiful photographs
combine with a simple
writing style to make the
work accessible and easy
to read. Select biblio-
graphic citations follow
most entries, and a sepa-
rate, 73-page chronology
details Queer events from
circa 12,000 B.C. The
chronology is cross-refer-
enced with the alphabeti-
cal text and included in
the 32-page index, greatly
enhancing its use.

Am | Blue? : Coming
Out from the Silence

by Marion Dane Bauer (Edi-
tor), Beck Underwood (lllus-
trator) Reading level: Young
Aduit

Teenagers are often con-

fused about their sexual
identity, and this confu-
sion often puts them at
risk. To combat this di-
lemma, 16 prominent
young adult authors offer
original short stories that
explore aspects of grow-
ing up gay and lesbian or
with gay or lesbian par-
ents or friends. The sto-
ries cover a broad range
of genres, styles, and
tones, but each is enter-
taining.

BOOK REVIEW

Fall on Your Knees

by LLyne Waddington

[Synopsis: By turns dark and
hilariously funny, this stunning
fiction debut by an award-win-
ning writer and actor takes
readers on a mystically
charged journey spanning
five generations of one
family's sin, guilt, and redemp-
tion--a narrative feast of racial
strife, miracles, terrible se-
crets, and a passionate, en-
during love.]

I'm sometimes
intimidated by a
really large book,
the same way
renting a long
movie can elicita
certain trepida-
tion. The mas-
sive book holds
not only the
spectre of a
frighteningly dense jour-
ney , but a fear that there
will be dead spots, inter-
minable descriptions, or
tangents that leave one
screaming " | don't care
what happened to the
mouse, get back to
Louise!!" So you can see
why it took me some time
to approach "Fall on Your
Knees" by Anne-Marie
MacDonald. | had heard
good reports, and stellar
reviews. And my interest
was peaked by her plays
and by her performance
on film, especially in
Patricia Rozema's " I've
Heard the Mermaids

Singing." Still, this is a
hefty book and in hard
cover it checks in at well
over five hundred pages.
So | put it off, thinking that,
although enjoyable , it
might be a bit of a chore.
Boy , was | wrong. | took
it on vacation to the East
coast , which is where it
is set, and pol-
ished it off in
just over three
days. | was en-
thralled by a
# story that
raced along ,
b by characters
that lived and
breathed and
by dialogue
that issued
from their
mouths like birds from
trees; natural, fluid and
with a strength that belies
their appearance.

This is a huge story that
follows a Cape Breton
family through several
generations, and walks
the thin line between the
reality of difficult and
tragic events and the
maudlin pathos that is of-
ten the downfall of the in-
experienced writer.
MacDonald shows an
amazing facility to bring
these characters to life,
Concludes on page 42
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Fall on Your Knees

Continued from page 41

and show us what they are going
through, rather than having us feel that
she is directing their course. She writes
about the women of the Piper family their
might and vigour ,the pain they suffer at
the decisions enacted by the men who
have societal control over them. The
population of the book is almost entirely
female, but not in an exclusionary way.
She writes accurately about the men, |
think, ( how would | know?), but ulti-
mately without sympathy. And she writes
well, beautifully , and with such dexter-
ity that | couldn't stop reading for hours
at a time. | kept wanting to say to my
girlfriend "listen to this great line" but |
couldn't make myself stop long enough
to read to her. MacDonald writes with a
poetic hand at times and at others with
ajournalist's starkness. Let me read two
examples of what | mean. First the po-
etry. -from page 1 "An avenue of packed
dust and scattered stones that leads out
past the edge of town to where the wide,
keeling graveyard overlooks the ocean.
That sighing sound is just the sea." Nice
isn't it?

Then later with precision : "So there
was no inquest, and the examining doc-
tor and the undertaker kept the details
to themselves and their wives. One child
was born." This of course , brings up

more questions than it sets to rest, but
the whole story is like that .. a slow and
gradual unfolding of the details sur-
rounding the glimpses given in the first
few scenes.

Can you tell | liked it? Published by
Knopf Canada, this is a powerful exami-
nation of the way life can be and was
for women, and of the extraordinary
lengths we go to in order to survive.

Just one more thing- As a lesbian read-
ing a lesbian writer, | kept waiting for the
lesbian character to appear. Now, |
refuse to give away any of the novel's
secrets, but let me just say that there
are many sexual encounters in this book
and they are by turns ecstatic, passion-
ate then brutal and disturbing. And to-
tally moving and totally realistic. You
must be ready for strong depictions of
sex and its power.

Lyne Waddington can be heard on the
Out and About Radio Show Fridays at
9:30pm on CKWR 98.5 FM.

This review was re-printed with the per-
mission of Out and About Radio.
http://www.outandabout.on.ca

We are expanding our Gay and Lesbian
: section. We welcome your suggestions
: of book titles and magazines.
; Join us June 5-6 for
. our Fifteenth Anniversary.

100 King Street South, Uptown Waterloo
Open 9 to 9 weekdays, 9 to 6 Saturday,

12 to 5 Sunday - 884-2665

“INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES FOR INDEPENDENT MINDS”

"YWhat Comes Around"

by Wendy Bonza

As | run into the local variety store to
grab a paper (OK, and chocolate), | find
myself lining up with many early to late
teens. | have already navigated through
the chatter and bikes parked at the mall
and suddenly feel a strange deja vu to
the days when | frequented this store in
my youth. Many of these kids are great.
| can still say this confidently knowing |
try hard not to gag while jumping over
the spit competition evidence on the
sidewalk to get in the door. A little saliva
aside, they are generally a funny, per-
sonable, athletic and unfortunately,
bored group of people. | remember
when | first bemoaned the fact that in
this Province there were so few choices
for young, active people to enjoy. What
has changed?

What do we provide for kids between
the ages of 12 and 18? Well, we got a
skateboarding place in town last year
(personal aside - didn't see any girls
using it when they flogged this facility
on the news). That's something if you
live near it | suppose. We have bike
lanes and paths in some parts of the cit-
ies. Hmmm. Dances at few locations if
they can get permission and/or find a
ride. But during the weekdays? So, when
| get a friendly "hi" and maybe a smile
and some eye contact from the store
personnel, | resent it. Why? Because
they didn't extend the same courtesy to
these young people in front and behind
me who are also paying cash for some-
times the same items | am buying. What
kind of message do they get from this
adult behaviour? What kind of respect
can we expect if we do not extend this
respect and maybe even model it first in
some cases? Are we intimidated or an-
noyed by their presence? | am not con

doning loitering which can impair busi-
ness. Rather, | suggest that businesses
not cut off their noses despite their fa-
cades. | stand in line knowing that now,
as an adult individual in the community,
| consciously choose not to return to
businesses that treated me like an in-
truder as a teenager. It would be my
wish that they not be respected just for
their potential in the economic market,
but rather because they are a unique and
dynamic component in our community
with feelings about their experiences.
Unless we give them interesting, chal-
lenging and respectful places to congre-
gate, it might be wise to make room for
them. Otherwise we may be teaching
them how to be just like all those people
we disliked who viewed us as an incon-
venience in banks, shops, taxis and res-
taurants when we were their age.

(You may drop this off at your local
counters if you're in an advocating kind
of mood)

Wendy Bonza isa resident of Kitchener-
Waterloo. This column was submitted to
The Voice.
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In Kitchener's

VICTORIA PARK

TRI-PRIDE ' 99
ROCK THE ISLAND!
Saturday June 19/99

1-7pm
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BRIDGES

by A.J. Mahari

Journeys travelled throughout the es-
sence of time. Connected paths no
matter how disconnected by the boun-
tiful behest of each traveller's soul.
Footsteps that take a lifetime to reveal
themselves. One by the one they ap-
pear, from behind, in measured incre-
ments that, summed up, are equal to
the total of your time travelled thus far.

Footsteps revealed, the past unsealed,
arrows lighting your way. Can there be
any doubt that you are on the correct
path even if you haven't got it all fig-
ured out today?

The bridge of life is the colour of your

dreams and spans the rivers of your
desires. It is a long, narrow gateway
from one place to another, swaying,
violently, at times in the winds of your
change. This bridge spans a vast
vaccum of verifiable verity that is all
yours. It stretches across the abyss of
angst, loneliness and lostness that must
be endured to engage company and
foundness. Lying upon the many rungs
of your bridge are all of your failures and
misadventures, and the remnants of the
elements that you encountered in your
search for the very path that you now
walk and the successes you've known.
Joining your yesterdays

with your today and your tomorrows
each bridge in your life bears witness to
the greatest of your joys and sorrows.
These bridge also span the feverishly
flowing rivers of your life supporting your
toil and your strife.

One step at a time we can bridge the
gap that exists in any part of our experi-
ence. Each of us build the bridges in our
own life that we need to walk across in
order to faithfully fulfill our purpose.
Building bridges is how we begin and
continue to begin again and again with
new direction with new connection. Con-
nectedness of heart, soul and mind, of-
ten hard fought for as bridge after bridge
is bravely crossed leading each of us
to what it is that we need to find.

It can take all the courage you can
gather to make the journey across each
bridge that seeks to take you beyond any
current great divide. Each bridge is your
pathway: but the journey uponiit: is your
life.

Life Is Not a Rehearsal

by A.J. Mahari

Life is not a rehearsal. Too many people
sit idly by as the minutes, the hours, the
days, the months and the years pass by.
Life is to be lived. Life is to be
exprerienced to the fullest degree that

you can muster. Life is not a rehearsal.

Jean-Paul Pilon

What are you
waiting  for?
Make that

Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public

10 Regina Street North, Unit 3A
Waterloo, Ontario N2J 2Z8 teer.
Phone: (519) 885-5759

Fax: (519) 885-5695

change. Start
the process to
fulfill your
dreams. Call a
friend. Volun-
Change
jobs. Have that
baby. Trust your-
self.
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Do whatever it is that you know your
life calls to you to do. There are things

* that we just know. Life will pass us by if

we do not follow those snipets of wis-
dom given graciously to us. Follow. Lead
as you follow, but follow. Move. Don't
stand still.

Judge not yourself as incapable or un-
able. Step out and fulfill your heart's de-
sire. Live in and through your passion.
Success awaits your authentic journey
to and through your passion.

COLOURS

by A.J. Mahari

"Circumstances and situations do colour life
but you have been given the mind to choose
what the colour shall be." -John Homer Miller

Pain hurts. Sadness is lonely and diffi-
cult. Tears cleanse. Nothing lasts for-
ever. Hindsight is 20/20. When you ex-
ercise choice and allow your mind to
decide what the colour of your experi-
ence will be remember to first love your-
self and secondly forgive yourself. Com-
passion and self-understanding given to
yourself by yourself are the true prisms
through which our sorrow can and will
become newly acquainted with joy.
Through the full array of the rainbow of
colours we can see and appreciate what
it means to be fully human just as we
are.

Life lived fully, blending all colours pro-
motes such a bright fullness it is as if
one experiences colour by the very na-
ture of the absence of it all. Colour is
just as real in the dark as it is in the light.

[/ SCHREITER

Home Furnishings

Quality, Value & Service Since 1899

27 Gaukel Streei, Kitchener ,
Ontario N2G 1Y6
743-4151

“We Value Diversity in

our Community”




IRMU?
Productions Interview

continued from page 27

popular education]". Jason is currently
working to create a Cambridge youth
council like the ones that already exist
in Kitchener and Waterloo.

When asked about their opinions on
the existence, or non-existence of a K-
W 'Queer' Community, Kristen said that
one of IMRU's concerns, was "to put
something together to help [young
'‘Queer'] people come out, and help them
deal with the homophobia and oppres-
sion [that they might face]." They also
went on to share their opinion that the
K-W 'Queer' community tends to be indi-
vidualistic. "There is a lack of love, sup-
port and [real] community [spirit].
[There is also a major] lack of unity and
collective 'Queerness' in the K-W area."
However, Kristin then posed the ques-
tion of whether there was a need for a
cohesive 'Queer' community when per-
haps there is more of a need to inte-
grate into the 'straight' community and
break down the stereotypes and social
barriers. Either way, these two inspira-
tional adults have been involved in spon-
soring equality in all its forms and hope
to make changes, by getting rid of all
stereotypes and creating a forum for the
reinforcement of the positive inherent in
everyone. And what would that be, you
ask? Why it's IMRU Productions and the
Community Vision Theatre Project.

Randi Ulch is a resident of Kitchener-
Waterloo.

46

HERSTORY

Continued from page 11

bring her no male-connected compen-

sations, but also will reveal the void
which is woman's real situation. This de-
humanization is expressed when
astraight woman learns that a sisteris a
lesbian; she begins to relate to her les-
bian sister as her potential sex object,
laying a surrogate male role on the les-
bian. This reveals her heterosexual con-
ditioning to make herself into an object
when sex is potentially involved in a re-
lationship, and it denies the lesbian her
full humanity. For women, especially
those in the movement, to perceive their
lesbian sisters through this male grid of
role definitions is to accept this male
cultural conditioning and to oppress their
sisters much as they themselves have
been oppressed by men. Are we going
to continue the male classification sys-
tem of defining all females in sexual re-
lation to some other category of people?
Affixing the label lesbian not only to a
woman who aspires to be a person, but
also to any situation of real love, real
solidarity, real primacy among women,
is a primary form of divisiveness among
women: it is the condition which keeps
women within the confines of the femi-
nine role, and it is the debunking/scare
term that keeps women from forming
any primary attachments, groups, or
associations among ourselves.

Women in the movement have in most
cases gone to great lengths to avoid dis-
cussion and confrontation with the is-
sue of lesbianism. It puts people up-tight.
They are hostile, evasive, or try to in-
corporate it into some "broader issue. "
They would rather not talk about it. If they
have to, they try to dismiss it as a "lav-
ender herring." [End of part one]

Look for part two in the July Issue of
The Voice.

NON-VIOLENCE AND FORETHOUGHT

by A.J. Mahari

"During his early years as an attorney
in South Africa, M.K.Gandhi, a Hindu,
was deeply moved by the teachings of
Jesus, Thoreau, Tolstoy, and Ruskin.
"The Sermon on the Mount," says
Gandhi, "went straight to my
heart." Determined to reduce
‘principles into practice,’ Gandhi
created Satyagraha: aplanofac-
tion (a) for the development of our
inner lives and (b) for the trans-
formation of society. Gandhi de-
veloped and refined his 'truth
force' or 'soul force' principles
while leading justice movements
in South Africa (1893-1915) and India
(1915-1948)."

"While a student at Crozer
Theological Seminary, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. discovered
Gandhi's 'soul force' rules and
used them to shape his own non-
violent civil rights movement in
America (1955-1968). "While the
Montgomery boycott was going
on," King writes, "India's Gandhi
was the guiding light of our tech-
nique of non-violent social
change...Non-violent resistance
had emerged as the technique of the
movement, while love stood as the regu-

lating ideal. In other words, Jesus fur-
nished us the spirit and motivation, while
Gandhi furnished the method."

Why you might wonder are you read-
ing about Ghandi and Martin Luther King
Jr. here, in the "His-story Section" of
The Voice? Why am | writing here now?
My choosing to write here this month has
a deep and meaningful motivation to
me. | firmly believe that gay men have a
much more severe challenge in being
who they are (safely) in this world

today. Witness the many acts of vio-
lence against gay men. Yes these inci-
dents happen to lesbians, and
transgendered as well. However, the
message here today is one of chal-
lenge. As a woman, with-
out first hand knowledge
of whatit is like to be a gay
man | would like to urge
you all to care. To care |
about each other and to |
care about those victim- |
ized, whether here, or i
other countries. | firmly be- |
lieve that there is an im
portant lesson in all of these experi
ences suffered by others. It is vital tha
you, as gay men acknowledge just how
violent society can be to
ward you. Both for you
safety and to be prepare
as to how you would per-
sonally respond in the face
of harrassment or violence.
Not all violence is physical.
~ Much of it is emotional and
. verbal.

Consider the value of living
and acting according to your authentic
conscience. Have you thought about
whether or not choosing non-violent re-
sponse meets with your values? If it
does, have you given thought as to how
you could carry that out in the face of an
assault, be it verbal, emotional or physi-
cal? Many of the gay men I've spoken
to on these issues in the last year or so
have seemed to think it couldn't happen
here, or to them. | urge of all of you to
be safe through a prepared heart, soul
and mind. Denial serves no one. As part
of an oppressed group it may well be-
hoove you to be prepared and to dis-
cuss these issues and not turn away
from them.
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|BISEXUAL STORY |

' Tyranny of Language

by Lyn McGinnis

"Looking up the word bisexual in the
dictionary is like blinking into the dis-
torted mirror of Western society's am-
bivalence over sexuality. These contra-
dictory, confusing definitions of sexual
orientation are manufactured by this
heterosexist, sex-negative society. Un-
raveling this conditioning is the key,"*
said Loraine Hutchins and Lani
Kaahumanu, editors of "Bi Any Other
Name," [Editor's Note: Which was fea-
tured in the February Issue of The Voice-
-Pgs 45-46] one of several publications
written for and by bisexuals. This book
is a major resource for anyone interested
in issues around sexual orientation from
a bisexual perspective.

Perhaps the most powerful tool used
by the elites of our society against mi-
norities is language. Many names de-
scribe lesbians, gays, bisexuals and
transgendered persons. Some vulgar
and obscene, some clinical and official
sounding. This confusing use of lan-
guage attempts to separate us from the
rest of humanity and into a sub category.
It creates a gulf between our experience
of ourselves and the ability to share that
experience with others.

This has led many to condemn this form
of separation. Gore Vidal, who's novel,
The City and the Pillar, was the first to
deal openly with being gay in America
in the early 1950s, said in 1977 that, "the
heterosexual dictatorship not only rec-
ognizes it's enemies but defines them
in its own terms. The average male in
the Anglo-American world is hysterical
on the subject. Everyone knows he has
homosexual instincts; and has been
toldfrom birth that if he gives way to
suchinstincts, he is sick and evil and,

in most American states, a criminal."
The power of language on thought and
experience is evident by looking at how
a different culture conceptualizes erotic
experience. Obie Leyva, a Mexican
writer and activist, writes about the diffi-
culties of coming out as a bisexual in a
culture where the word does not exist,
in the article Quees un Bisexual?*.

"l received negative responses from
both my straight and gay friends and my
family was confused because they did
not know what a bisexual was. In
Chicano and Latino culture, bisexuality,
although practiced, is not discussed
openly, nor is there a word for it in the
language." Another culture, also not hav-
ing the word 'bisexual’ in their dictionary,
can display a completely different atti-
tude. Kei Uwano, in the article Bi-Lov-
able Japanese Feminist*, gives us a
glimpse of growing up in a culture far
less sex-phobic than our own. "When |
was growing up in Japan there was no
concept, no word for sexuality. When we
say heterosexual, it translates to
heterosex-love. The word for gay or les-
bian is homosex-love. Bisexual is only
referred to in slang and translates as
"one who uses both souls." Yes, we do
distinguish, but historically there is no
strict concept for human sexuality or
consciousness of sexuality.”

In North American culture, the English
language gives many examples of our
obsession with dividing existence into
two opposites, black and white, good
and bad, male and female. This system
was so large and established, most

people took it for granted. These groups-

have finally risen up and formed power-
ful collectives to challenge this system

of oppression by definition. For instance,
women are exerting an increasing influ-
ence on our use of terms underlying our
system of oppression according to gen-
der. The old system of either/or is being
challenged on many fronts and our lan-
guage reflects those changes. Evidence
comes not only in new terms and old
ones given fresh meaning, such as
"gay," but in refreshing new combina-
tions of ideas once thought mutually
exclusive.

"l am a bisexual, feminist man. My call-
ing myself bisexual and feminist, and still
a man, seems very hard for others to
understand. Some assume all feminists
are women and that 'real men' are het-
erosexual. Of course my use of these
labels are attempts to convey in short-
hand a variety of my experiences and
decisions. As such, each label artificially
categorizes certain aspects of my ex-
perience and leaves out others." *The
ancient Chinese sage Confucius made
the idea of "the rectification of names,"
a corner stone of his philosophy. He
taught when a thing or a person is de-
fined clearly, it would resolve much of
the confusion and discord in society.
Western society, on the verge of the
21rst century, is undergoing a massive
"rectification" of its language to better
reflect the pluralistic reality of its citizens.

The individual's control over their defi-
nition is essential in moving beyond con-
finement by ignorance and fear of the
group. In the past, minority groups lived
their lives in isolation. This is symbol-
ized by the dominant culture's use of lan-
guage. These groups are now taking and
shaping this language to reflect their ex-
perience. Lesbians, gays, bisexuals and
transgendered persons have also taken
on the self-affirming task of defining our-
selves for ourselves. Language has a
way of evolving around new circum-
stances and coming to reflect new re

alities very quickly. We were "queer,"
until we redefined ourselves as gay.
Now, a new militancy has grown out of
the AIDS activism experience, wanted
to wear proudly the name queer again.

The word queer is now a bridge term,
embracing the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered communities. It is per-
haps the first term all us non heterosexu-
als can inclusively use to speak of and
for each other. Language is continually
being molded to new realities. While
minorities continue this affirming task
and the entire society becomes enriched
by a larger vision, we must never loose
sight of possibility that other groups will
continue to use its power to control and
manipulate.

"Our idea of sexuality is obviously in a

state of flux. Language is searching for
new meaning. But terms, once coined,
move into common usage and acquire
the power to control, define and divide
us," said Hutchins and Kaahumanu.*

*Used with permission. From Bi Any
Other Name, Bisexual People Speak
Out, edited by Loraine Hutchins and Lani
Kaahumanu, Alyson Pub. Inc. Boston

Lyn McGinnis is a transgendered bisexual
living in Waterloo. This column was sub-
mitted to The Voice.
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GLOW is a service provided by the Fed-
eration of Students at the University of
Waterloo. We welcome anyone who is
interested in promoting a positive and
inclusive attitude towards all sexual ori-
entations, sexual identities, and gender
identities. Our services are available to
students at the University of Waterloo,
and to members of the community-at-
large.

GLOW: s services include:

-Coming out Discussion Group-the group
is run by facilitators from the commu-
nity, and has a weekly topic. ltis held in
room 378 of Hagey Hall on the Univer-
sity of Waterloo campus, every Wednes-
day starting at 7:30pm.

-GLOW Social-following the Discussion
group, many people often move over to
a local restaurant for a more relaxed
social atmosphere. Anyone is welcome
to join us.

-Peer Support Phoneline-GLOW volun-
teers staff a phoneline that can be

| During the times that of-

fice is not staffed, there is a message
on the line providing information about
current office hours, and services,
events, etc.

-L.G.B.T. Themed Lending Library-GLOW
maintains a small collection of

L.G.B.T. themed materials on a variety
of subjects. People are welcome to
browse the collection during office hours,
and possibly to sign out materials.

Contact Information:

Phone: 519

reached by calling 519--

DeGeneres, Stone climb
"Walls" for HBO

By Richard Katz

NEW YORK (Variety) - HBO has
landed Sharon Stone and Ellen
DeGeneres to star in and executive pro-
duce "If These Walls Could Talk 2," a tril-
ogy about the lesbian experience in
America, the pay cable network said.

The first "Walls," which featured three
stories about abortion, bagged the high-
est rating ever for an original HBO movie
when it premiered on HBO in October
1996.

Other talent signed up for "Walls 2" in-
cludes Anne Heche, who starred in the
original "Walls," as a writer and direc-

{ tor; Jane Anderson, writer and director;

Sylvia Sichel, director; and Alex Sichel,
writer.Shooting will begin May 28 in Los
Angeles.

Stone and DeGeneres will appear in
one of the three stories of "Walls 2."
Entitled "Miss Conception," this segment
will take a humorous look at a modern
day lesbian couple's experience con-
ceiving a child. Heche will write and di-
rect.

The third segment, "The Widow," will
concern an older woman in the early
1960s who loses her lifelong compan-
ion and learns that their bond was not
recognized by her family or society.
Anderson will write and direct.

What is it going to take?

by Kris Cummings

The question that begs to be answered:

what is it going to take? Schools have
an obligation to create an environment
in which all students have an equal
chance to pursue their education. In
fact, the majority of schools and school
districts do actually make claims to pro-
viding a safe and stimulating atmo-
sphere. Unfortunately, this is often not
the case.

Across the country, homophobia and
heterosexism create conditions so det-
rimental to gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered(hereinafter referred to as
gay) students that many find it virtually
impossible to access their right to an
education at a comparable level to their
heterosexual peers. The response from
most schools is nonexistent. Unfortu-
nately, some gay students are driven to
self-destructive behaviours like sub-
stance abuse, and even suicide.

Students report feeling totally isolated

among their peers. Gay role models are
usually invisible, despite what we may
at first think. It is true that society ap-
pears to be taking some great steps in
dispelling the myths about gay people
propagated by homophobia and
heterosexism. This does not, however,
appear to transcend the bounds be-
tween schools and the ‘rest of the world’.
"I call it child abuse--the harassment...
...that gay students face on a daily ba-
sis," says Matthew Martin, youth ser-
vices coordinator of the Gay and Les-
bian Community Centre in Vancouver(as
quoted by Victor Dwyer in Maclean’s:
Fighting Homophobia in Schools. May,
1997). "Society may be making huge
strides. But in schools today, gay kids
continue to be the scum of the earth."

Despite continued calls from
professionals(i.e. social workers, coun-
sellors, and even some clergy, etc.)
schools have remained largely inactive
in the fight to stop the prejudice that
scars so many youths. Even in the face
of realistic strategies in dealing with the
abhorrent conditions facing their gay stu-
dents, most educational authorities
refuse to meet their responsibility of pro-
viding a non-threatening atmosphere for
their students. They argue that it may
be too controversial, or that ‘moral’ edu-
cation about such matters should remain
the responsibility of parents. Deserted
in the face of such apathy, gay students
often find themselves more concerned
with making it through another day than
they can be with their education and their

future.
What is it going to take?

Kris is a resident of Kitchener-Water-
loo and a student at the University of
Waterloo. This column is a Voice exclu-
sive.

C.R.E.W.

The Coalition Rainbow IntiativE

of Waterloo holds meetings each
Wednesday night at 7:30 PM, in room
378 Hagey Hall, on the U of W campus.
All are welcome. This group is seeking
to build some much needed community
infrastructure. For more information con-

tact Kris at: [
or call I



This is a new column. It’s called The
OutCast. When the editor of The Voice
asked me to write, a shimmer of a
memory track from my high school
newspaper flashed through my mind:
working feverishly towards the perfect
page layout on a Friday night, haggling
with potential advertisers, and constantly
nagging people to write articles. It
sounds like a self-induced headache.
Sure, I'll do it. Back in high school,
people always seemed to have an aver-
sion to writing for the paper, unless there
was some incentive. The English de-
partment must have clued-in because
article submission soon became a re-
quirement in many English courses at
school. After that, the school paper no
longer lacked content. The "stress cult"
happily absorbed me into its collective
as the layout guy. | never wrote for the
school paper. Fear and a lack of confi-
dence in my abilities restricted my cre-
ative pen-to-paper output to satisfying
academic requirements in English OAC
class only. The opportunity for creative
writing arises even less while studying
engineering at university. Expressing
opinions and communicating ideas still
appeal to me especially in the Waterloo
Region queer community. So, what
could be more perfect than to have a
local LGBT magazine reserve a monthly
column spot just for me? If things go as
planned, you can expect to read a
monthly opinion about various LGBT-
related topics or events. Think of this
beginning as my coming out of the liter-
ary closet. And now, | present to you,
The OutCast...The "stress cult" happily
absorbed me into its collective Coming
out of the literary closet.

COOutC ' ast
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The Banishment

by Timothy Lee

Timothy Lee is a local university student
originally from Toronto. Comments and
feedback can be sent to him at The Voice
or by e-mail at twlee@uwaterloo.ca
This column is a Voice exclusive.

Creative
Re-Solutions

Gay couples can now meet
with an objective,
understanding person to help
find creative ways forward. ...
This is not counselling.

Difficult People a problem at
work, home, in the gym? CALL

Gordon Husk, MSc. -
mediator
Tel: (519)884-3883
Fax: (519) 884-0923
respection@golden.net

Inaworld
fuﬂ of choxces
there is one

that Shi‘nés -

;bngmerman

fthe others

~ We make the
Internet S|mple _

10 megahytes ot tree spaoe for your parsonal webs;te Carporate accounts avaslablav
Golden Triangle On Line, 276 King Street West, Kitchener, Ontario NZG 1B6.
Teolephone: 519-576-4649 *Toll-Free: 1-888—576-00?7
internet: _http Ilwww?g\o‘!dan net




On The Allure of 'Xena'

Ever since "Northern Exposure" went
off the air, | don't watch TV regularly any-
more.

Except when cleaning the kitchen. You
need something to distract from the slop
and the grind. This is easy in the
evening, when you can count on some-
thing newsy.

Weekends are different. Nothing's on.
The choices are "Xena: Warrior Prin-
cess," auto racing or golf (who watches
that? Anybody? | don't believe it. A whole
round?).

Of course | settle for "Xena." Not for
the plots: tepid Dungeons & Dragons-
type myth run through a food processor
of squishy 1990s morality. But if you're
going to look up from scouring the sink
and see something, you might as well
see a few heaving bosoms and battling
babes.

| have accidentally enamored our 3-
year-old son with "Xena." Now it's his
favorite show. | probably should be con-
cerned because of the fighting. But |
find it sweet.

"Hey, your girlfriend Xena's on," | said
Sunday afternoon, and he scampered
upstairs. Wearying of the kitchen, |
joined him, and the family, all camped
out in front of "Xena."

| must never have really paid attention
to the show before, while cleaning, other
than ogle whoever was on screen (it's
like one of those Russ Meyer women's
prison movies, but set in ancient times).

About two minutes' worth of watching
were enough to establish the, ummm,
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intense relationship between the Xena
character and her petite blond sidekick,
Gabrielle.

"This makes 'Ellen' seem like 'Bo-
nanza," | said to my wife. That raised a
question.

"It's huge among lesbians," said gay
activist Rick Garcia. "I've only seenita
couple times, but that's all you need to
catch the extremely heavy lesbian over-
tones. They talk about feelings. They're
in tune to one another. It's almost a cli-
che."

Rick put me in touch with a friend, who
explained the appeal.

"First of all, it's just a very feminist
show," said Alicia Obando, 35, a les-
bian who is a legislative aide for Cook
County Board Commissioner Mike
Quigley. "She is a very strong person,
physically, mentally, emotionally."

| asked her if she thought the overtones
were accidental, imposed on an inno-
cent adventure show, or intentional.

"They supposedly do it on purpose,”
said Obando. "She knows she has a
strong lesbian following."

Lucy Lawless, the New Zealand-born
actress playing Xena, has admitted as
much.

"We are aware, and we're not afraid of
it," she told a Scottish newspaper. "This
is a love story between two people.
What they do in their own time is none
of our business."

North Sider Melissa Stanley, 28, who

dressed up as Xena for two of the past

three Halloweens, pointed out that the
implied relationship appeals to more
than simply lesbians.

"I'm not sure if it's for the women view-
ers or the men," she said. | wondered
how, considering the big hoo-haw that
erupted over "Ellen" two years ago, that
"Xena," the most popular syndicated
show on TV, could craft itself into a les-
bian fantasy epic without public tumult.
Stanley had an intriguing theory.

"For one thing, they never made a po-

litical agenda out of it, like 'Ellen' did,"
she said, pointing out that Ellen
DeGeneres really is a lesbian, while
Lawless merely plays one, maybe. "I
think people have a better time with
straight people playing gays than with
gays playing gays." Now why would that
be?

Source: Chicago Sun Times:

by NEIL STEINBERG,
SUN-TIMES COLUMNIST

Adelphi Antiques

23 Ring Street Cast,

Conestogo, Ontario
519-664-1663

PWe Buy and Sell Antiques

Friday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sundapy 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.n.

Carnival Glass

Carnival glass, an American invention,
is coloured pressed glass with a fired
on iridescent finish. It was first manu-
factured about 1905 and was immensely
popular both in America and abroad.
Over 1,000 different patterns have been
identified. Production of old carnival
glass patterns ended in 1930.

Most of the popular patterns of carnival
glass were produced by five companies
and Northwood. Northwood patterns fre-
quently are found with the "N" trademark.
Dugan used a diamond trademark on
several patterns.

In carnival glass, colour is the most im-
portant factor in pricing. The colour of a
piece is determined by holding the piece
to the light and looking through it.




THE Voice WELCOMES YOUR SUBMISSIONS!

If you have a picture, story, article or poem you’d like to submit,
please write, e-mail or phone us today!

The Voice Magazine P.0. Box B RPO Evergreen,
Kitchener, Ontario N2M 5P1 Ph:

Marion Markham
M.S.W.

Alternatives Counselling
Office Space Available

741-5887 To share part time in Uptown
Waterloo. Very reasonable.

Child and Adult
Sexual Assault Survivors Call -

Lesbian and Gay Issues

Body Image/Celebration
Chronic Pain, Fibromyalgia

Kathy Frey  Christina
HSC, ICADC, CUP Edwards
STM, M.Th., OAMFT

Addiction Counselling Services

Individual - Group Work
Body Work

REGISTERED INDIVIDUAL,
CoupPLE AND FAMILY THERAPIST

. EDMR for Trauma anxiety and
LGBT Relapse Prevention self-esteem, spiritual direction.

Specific Women'’s Issues Serving the LGBT community.

Aftercare/Relapse Prevention 791 Concession Road,

' i Cambridge, Ontario
Kitchener-Waterloo and Area N3H 411

519-745-8455 519-740-8889







