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The Voice extends a place to be heard; a ve-
hicle, through which we can affirm ourselves
and come together in the embracing of dif-
ferences. Share your Voice today!
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Balancing issues and space in our com-
munity, in our activities, in this magazine
is a delicately difficult reality until and

So why not submit your own written ef-
fort in whatever form you choose. This
way you can see yourself and what you
care most about re-

unless we hear the

voices of more of
you. What do you,
especially the men
want to see and what
can you contribute?

A major challenge in
putting this magazine
together each month
is to try to keep in
mind and anticipate
what all of the seg-
ments of our commu-
nity will want to see,
read about and what
each of you will be in-
terested in.

flected in The Voice.

If you do not write,
or do not have time
to write we would
still welcome your
input. If you want to
see something here
that we have not in-
cluded we are open
to your suggestions
and feedback.

Itis and remains a
goal of mine to bal-
ance the material in
this magazine with

Currently there has M
been more involvement s
from lesbian women in &
the writing of articles than gay men, or
bi-sexual men or women, or

fransgendered individuals.

Each of us is most familiar with our own
interests, our own issues and our own
passions and cares. |, of course, am no
different in this area. Therefore, it is
with concerted effort that this magazine
has been trying to represent all with the
input of only a few.

If you find that you enjoy reading this
magazine but feel that we are missing
the mark in some area that you would
like to see covered more than it is now,
I invite you to submit something. We very
much value your contribution.

E contributions from
\%ﬂ?’b various places and
sources with local con-
nt. In order to have
the local content needed to represent
our local communities, it is necessary
for you, YES YOU, to share something
of yourself with your neighbours.

One of the main goals with this maga-
zine, aside from informing the commu-
nity of up-coming events and so forth,

is to promote an on-going dialogue.
Through this dialogue we will, over time,
come to feel that we are connected and
able to express our opinions and give
voice to our concerns. We will be heard
and who knows, maybe even make a
difference in the lives of many members
of our community.

We value your VOICE, how about shar-
ing it with our readers?



St. Patrick of Ireland is
one of the world's most
popular saints.

Along with St. Nicholas
and St. Valentine, the
secular world shares our
love of these saints. This
is also a day when
everyone's Irish.

There are many legends
and stories of St. Patrick,
but this is his story.

Patrick was born around
385 in Scotland, probably
Kilpatrick. His parents
were Calpurnius and
Conchessa, who were
Romans living in Britian in
charge of the colonies.

As a boy of fourteen or
s0, he was captured by a
raiding party and taken to
Ireland as a slave to herd
and tend sheep. Ireland at
this time was a land of
pagan Celts. He learned
the language and prac-
tices of the people who
held him.

Patrick's captivity lasted
until he was twenty, when
he escaped after having
a dream from God in
which he was told to leave
Ireland by going to the
coast. There he found
some sailors who took
him back to Britian, where
he was reunited with his
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family.

He had another dream in
which the people of Ire-
land were calling out to
him "We beg you, holy
youth, to come and walk
among us once more."

He began his studies for
the priesthood. He was
ordained by St.
Germanus, the Bishop of
Auxerre, whom he had
studied under for years.

Later, Patrick was or-
dained a bishop, and was
sent to take the Gospel to
Ireland. He arrived in Ire-
land March 25, 433, at
Slane. One legend says
that he met a chieftain of
one of the tribes, who
tried to kill him. Patrick
converted Dichu (the
chieftain) after he was
unable to move his arm

until he became friendly to
Patrick.

Patrick began preaching
the Gospel throughout
Ireland, converting many.
He and his disciples
preached and converted
thousands and began
building churches all over
the country. Kings, their
families, and entire king-
doms converted to Chris-
tianity when hearing
Patrick's message.

Patrick by now had
many disciples, among
them Beningnus, Auxilius,
Iserninus, and Fiaac, (all
later canonized as well).

Patrick preached and
converted for 40 years.
He worked many miracles
and wrote of his love for
God in Confessions. After
years of living in poverty,
traveling and enduring
much suffering he died
March 17, 461.

He died at Saul, where
he had built the first
church.

St. Patrick was a Chris-
tian missionary given ma-
jor credit for the conver-
sion of Ireland from pa-
ganism. So many legends
surround his life that the
truth is not easily found.

THE IRISH SHAMROCK

The origins of the sham-
rock are lost in antiquity,
but legend suggests that
it was used by St. Patrick
in the fifth century to dem-
onstrate the meaning of
the Trinity. The shamrock
is found on Irish medieval
tombs and on old copper
coins, known as St.
Patrick's money. The
plant was reputed to have
mystic pow-
ers.... the
leaves
standing up-
right to warn
of an ap-
proaching
storm.

It is said that

Patrick had a time of it try-
ing to convince the people
he met in Ireland to be-
lieve in the Holy Trinity.
Reflecting for a moment,
Patrick plucked a sham-
rock from the earth, and
pointed to the three
leaves on the shamrock,
living proof of the Holy
Trinity. Since then, the
Shamrock has become
the symbol of the land of
Ireland.

The shamrock, worn by
millions on St. Patrick's
Day. The word is derived
from the Irish 'seamrog’,
meaning 'summer plant',
and it remains Ireland's

most famous symbol.

SHAMROCK HISTORY

In written English, the
first reference to the
Shamrock dates from
1571, and in written Irish,
as seamrog, from 1707.
As a badge to be worn on
the lapel on the Saint's
feastday, it is referred to
for the first time as late as
1681. The Shamrock was
used
as an em-
blem by
the Irish
Volunteers
in the eraof
Grattan's
Parliament
in the
1770's, be-
fore '98
and The Act of Union. So
rebellious did the wearing
of the Shamrock eventu-
ally appear, thatin Queen
Victoria's time Irish regi-
ments were forbidden to
display it. At that time it
became the custom for
civilians to wear a little
paper cross coloured red
and green.

As a symbol of Ireland it
has long been integrated
into the symbology of the
United Kingdom, along
with the Rose, the Thistle
and the Leek of England,
Scotland and Wales. So
today, on St. Patrick's
Day, a member of the Brit-
ish Royal Family presents
Shamrock to the Irish

=

Guards regiment of the
British Army.

THE LEPRECHAUN

The Leprechaun is an
Irish fairy. He looks like a
small, old man (about 2
feet tall), often dressed
like a shoemaker,with a
cocked hat and a leather
apron.

According to legend, lep-
rechauns are aloof and
unfriendly, live alone, and
pass the time making
shoes. They also possess
a hidden pot of gold.

Treasure hunters can of-
ten track down a lepre-
chaun by the sound of his
shoemaker's hammer. If
caught, he can be forced

(with the threat of bodily
violence) to reveal the
whereabouts of his trea-
sure, but the captor must
keep their eyes on him
every second. If the
captor's eyes leave the lep-
rechaun (and he often
tricks them into looking
away), he vanishes and all
hopes of finding the trea-
sure are lost.



What determines a
utch or a femme? Is it
er dress, her manner-
sms, or her state of
ind? What a woman is
n the outside, in and to

Whether a woman
resses and appears to
e butch or femme is not

onal or sexual inclina-
ons.

or some women identi-
ing as butch or femme
s merely a matter of
ress. For other women
is a state of mind. Then
here are those women
or whom identifying as
utch or femme amounts
0 an entire lifestyle.

think whether one is or
_ can be defined as femme
r butch lies in the eye of
he beholder and that
hether one seems to be
‘emme or butch does not
ruly define who any
oman is in totality.
utch and femme do not
peak to more than the
uter appearance and
haracteristics of a
oman according to the

way in which these labels
are applied.

Being a double minority
in patriarchal society may
be a large part of why we
have adopted so many
adjectives to define and
re-define ourselves. Les-
bian relationships, having
no absolute patterned
equivalent gender-roles
like that of heterosexual
relationships beg the
question what are we try-
ing to so categorize?
Does sub-dividing us into
butch and femme catego-
ries seek to negate the
importance of balanced
relationships? Equal shar-
ing of weaknesses and
strengths that compliment
each other in a relation-
ship, setting aside butch
and femme expectations,
is the essence of the free-
dom that we have to be
who we really are in the
celebration of what it is to
be a woman loving a
woman.

As women we have al-
ready been subjugated,
categorized, and rel-
egated within rigid role ex-
pectations exercised by a
partriarchal society that
leaves us in a second-
class status at best.

Owing to this undignified
affront many lesbians feel
compartamentalized and
or labeled even further by
perceived stereotypical
descriptions that fail to
recognize their individual-
ity. Many also feel that
these labels, butch and
femme, have come to
their meaning in an at-
tempt to placate the
homophobic misunder-
standing that in any
couple relationship there
must be a dominant
"masculine" partnerin as-
sociation with a domi-
nated "feminine" partner.

We, as lesbians. have a
unique opportunity to cel-
ebrate the diversity
among us in an embrac-
ing and unifying way. This
can only be achieved
through the open accep-
tance of who each of us

really is, in total. It cannot
be realized through butch
or femme labels or (any
other label). Labels are a
comment about our
dress, our mannerisms or
a current state of mind
and are not about who we
really are. Who "we" are,
as lesbians, is as unique
as all of the countless
characteristics that de-
fine us as individuals.

aving just turned 50
andand wallowing in my
first cold of the winter, old |
feel. The mirror isn’t very
sympathetic either. Fifty
can be middle-aged to
most North Americans, but
in Gayland, it's over the hill
washed up. When | hear
young gay men despairing
at turning 30 years of age,
my disbelief, especially as
a newly born again gay
man, as given way to the
inevitability of the culture |
now call home. For a clos-
eted, unsure, hetero, fa-
ther, softmale, whose gay
impulses didn’t really sur-
face util his early 40’s the
gay worship of youth is an
almost overwhelming bar-
rier. My ‘gay puberty’ was
not to be denied. Hair
cropped, gray gone, waist
slimmed, regular exercis-
ing with gay hormones
gone amuck marked that
first hedonistic coming out
year. My final transforma-
tion into Gaydom was
through New York’s East
side village. An overnight
with a slightly older cyber
chatter followed by guilt
and tension in his rather
‘over-gushing’ relationship
signaled time for me to
move to a hostel where |
was definitely senior to all
those young beautiful
scantily clad boys!! [YMCA
song in background]. A gay
‘village’ where | was com-

pletely unknown and
with blatant tempta
tions everywhere
was the catalyst to
awkward ‘cruising’ on
the pier, in the park
and eventually an in
teresting 5 hour intro-
duction to gay tantric
sex. Overwhelmed, | |
left NY for the soli-
tude of the woods,

where my heightened
sexuality respited for
adayinmytentata
gay campsite. This
gay-site, like most |
know of, deserted _
during weekdays,
blossoms intowild or-
gies on the weekend!

Two different

gaysites, one within

ear-shot of a three-
some was enough of .
an introduction to gay
camping. Inthe midst
of my bold emerging,
occasional glimpses
in the mirror and side-
way glances from dis-
daining youth too fre-
quently interfered
with the spell. My

‘age’, never been a

problem in the first 47

years, all of a sud-

den became a big is-
sue. Not only had |
too cope with chang-

ing relationships with m
predominant hetero-fam
Continued on page 8
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Pink & Gray

Continued from page 7

ily, friends, co-owners,
but | found myself not
overly welcomed into
Gaydom! | was in a land
where most bore the
scars of growing up ‘dif-
ferent’ and whose self-
worth was continuously
under attack by the domi-
nant culture... which at
best tolerated their
lifestyle. Gathering in
ghettos, they made their
own fun and shocking ex-
aggerated reaction to nor-
mal society. No wonder so
many married men that |
met at gay baths were so
closeted. Better to be an
intermittent sort-of gay
and live in deceit and frus-
tration than venture into a
hostile culture of youth
worship. Regardless, |
had to true to myself on
my continuing journey to
find myself. Conse-
quently, 'm out, I'm gay
and there’s no putting the
genie back in the bottle.
The second half of my life
will be pink and gray.

Name withheld at the
writer's request. The
writer of this article is a
local resident of
Kitchener-Waterloo.
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LT VA PROVIDENCE, RI

Retired South African An-
glican Archbishop
Desmond Tutu on Febru-
ary 21 keynoted a confer-
ence at Brown University
in Providence, Rhode Is-
land, repeating his call for
an end to homophobia as
well as racism. The 19th
annual Brown University/
"Providence Journal"
Public Affairs Conference
(February 21-28) is en-
titled "Spiritual Life in
America: One Nation Un-
der God?" Referring to
both the October bashing
death of gay University of
Wyoming student Mat-
thew Shepard and to the
dragging death of African-
American James Byrd,
Junior (for which the first
suspect was found guilty
today and two others are
now awaiting trial in Jas-
per, Texas), Tutu rebuked
those "who, while claim-
ing to be believers, were
not ashamed of being
lynchers as well, those
who, without compunc-
tion, could drag a man
behind their truck to his
gruesome death just be-
cause he was black, or
could beat someone up
and tie them to a split-pole
fence, leaving them to
freeze to death just be-
cause they were sus-

pected of being gay."

Calling on the capacity
crowd of 1,200 to work
towards a "more inclu-
sive" United States, Tutu
asked them to oppose
sexism, racism, and war,
and "to oppose
homophobia, to say that
we should be as passion-
ately opposed to those
who discriminate against
gays and lesbians as we
were passionate in our
opposition to apartheid ...
and say that we are all
members of one family --
the human family -- God's
family."

Tutu found hope in the
idealism of young people,
and enjoyed both the "vi-
brancy" of worship ser-
vices in the U.S. and what
he saw as "a greater will-
ingness to acknowledge
religious plurality and di-
versity ... a greater open-
ness on the part of the
religion of the majority to
claims and insights and
contributions of other
faiths.” No single reli-
gion, he said, "could
ever hope to contain all

the truth about God."
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THE POWER OF PRIVILEGE

Anxiety and fear prevail
as the new millennium
rapidly draws nearer.
These fears are not com-
pletely without reason,
especially for the already
underprivileged segment
of our society. Contrary to
poplar opinion underprivi-
leged does not automati-
cally mean unproductive.
In a money-based, white,
heterosexual and patriar-
chal world the necessary
socioeconomic status, re-
quired to be a legitimate
and respected member of
the community, eludes
many of us.

Some of the most valu-
able contributions to soci-
ety such as maintaining a
healthy environment, car-
ing for those of us who
cannot care for ourselves,
and the creation of art and
literature have no real
value in modern life. It
seems ironic that many of
these contributions come
from 'wimmin', a tradition-
ally underprivileged
group. Subjugation of
'‘wimmin' has been with us
throughout history and
sadly remains with us,
even today, both blatantly
and underhandedly.

KALEIDOSCOPLE

A sorry, a clear reflection
of this is that, not only is
there an International
Women's Day, but that
there is even a necessity
to allocate a special day
of celebration for
‘wimmin', when each and
every day should hold
recognition for who and
what we are.

Privilege, especially that
which is underserved,
more often than not cre-
ates blindness. It is when
this blindness permeates
society as a whole dan-
gerous and tragic results
not only occur, but are
also tolerated and even-
tually accepted as nor-
mal. Historically, male
privilege inparticular, has
been the root of a great
deal of grief and injustice
for 'wimmin', not only on
this continent, but world-
wide.

As lesbians we become
yet another separately la-
belled group, within an
already discrimminated
against female segment
of society. Therefore we

are marginalized, isolated
and condemned to an
even greater degree than

My

our straignt SISters. As
a result, for many of]
us, any injustices
committed against us
are just simply felt as
another slap in the
face, in the course off
our already under-
mined lives as
‘wimmin'.

If newspapers in our
region are an honest
indication of where we
stand as individuals or
even as a community,
then we are indeed in
a sorry state. Increas-
ingly, both news ar-
ticles and opinions
from the public reflect
an alarming trend to-
wards a scapegoat
mentality and redneck
ignorance.

In the past the fact
that you were a white
male gave you ex-
treme privilege. Now
that previously ex-
cluded groups such as
'wimmin', the dis-
abled, the poor, those
of different colour or
culture, sexual minori-
ties and even children}
are claiming their
rightful place in the

Continued on page 27
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Q Health

@
/Ql}]?? by Dr. Jefirey Chernin

Examining Patterns may be Key to Healthier Relationships

Consider the following phrases about relationships: "l always meet people who
are unavailable--they're either in relationships or they're from out of town." "Why
do all of my relationships last less than a year?" "As soon as | let my guard down,
they betray me." "It was great for a while, but now all we do is argue.” Do any of
these themes sound familiar? If so, examining relationship patterns could be a
step toward healthier relationships.

The first stage of relationships, according to many psychologists, involves infatu-
ation. It's the "this is the most wonderful person in the world!" stage (the Titanic
Early Voyage Stage). The second stage is disillusionment. In short, it's when the
differences and disliked qualities appear (the We Hit an Iceberg stage). This leads
to the stage called battling for power and control (the We're Sinking stage). This
stage may include fighting, withdrawal, criticism, and attempts to change the other
person. Harmony and resolution are possible, but it takes work (the Rowing the
Lifeboat to Shore stage).

. . "\\‘ Transitioning from smooth sailing to hitting icebergs
a ¥ " is a predictable part of relationships. It is at this time
that most couples begin to question the previously un-
sinkable relationship. Many people break up at this
point, but understanding that it is normal to go through
this adjustment period and taking steps to build a solid
foundation may help prevent its demise.

more of these adulthood challenges may have never
been learned.

As children, in order to deal with these feelings, we
develop a belief system. This belief system consists of what we believe to be true
about ourselves and others. Out of this belief system, we create coping mecha-
nisms. These coping mechanisms are limitless, and examples include becoming a
loner or being "the good child." Though these tools were indeed helpful as a child,
these same tools may act as a barrier to healthy adult relationships. Add growing
up gay, lesbian, or bisexual in a homophobic society and it can lead to feeling
unequipped to navigate relationships and intimacy.

In order to attempt to heal these childhood wounds, we may as adults pursue
potential lovers who verify our childhood beliefs about other people. In essence,

10

you may be attracted to people who be like your parents or family of origin in some
way, unconsciously thinking that if you can change your partner, a part of you will
be healed. Evidence that this is happening is if there is a pattern to the type of
partners you find, the resulting feelings you feel or beliefs you verify about others,
and ifthere is drama in your relationships. Other markers include a history of breaking
up and getting back together, feeling like a victim, or never being good enough.

If you realize that this is happening in your life, there is an opportunity to outgrow
ingrained patterns. It is possible to learn from experiences regarding the type of
people we are attracted to and how attraction may relate to one's family of origin.
And this is where healing emotional childhood wounds through relationships can
occur.

You also have the opportunity to replace old patterns with , \
new ways of relating, which is where growth takes place.

Responsibility for choices and feelings may result, lead-

ing to happier, more satisfying relationships. Since rela- .
tionships have evolved into vehicles which help people

grow, working through issues, and being open to feed-

back, can provide much growth.

This article was submitted to The Voice by Dr. Chernin. Jeffrey Chernin, Ph.D. is an
author and a psychotherapist in Carmel, California. He provides workshops and
has written numerous articles for the LGBT community. He is also co-author of an

upcoming book on counseling lesbians and gay men. Comments?_

ACCKWA - 85 Frederick Street East, Kitchener
Thursdays 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

99 Regina Street South, Waterloo
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

John Howard Society — 73 Water Street North, Cambridge
Mondays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL SEXUALLY
TRANSMITTED IDISEASE CLINICS

Monday and Thursday 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. drop in
99 Regina Street South, Waterloo
Tuesdays 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. drop in
150 Main Street, Cambridge
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Women have not fared
as well as men in the in
regard to HIV/AIDS treat-
ment due to a relative lack
of research and services.
Lesbians and bisexual
women have fared even
worse. Despite very little
research on lesbians/bi-
sexual women and HIV,
there have been a small
number of studies which
discuss risk factors for
lesbians. Once consid-
ered invincible (there was
an old adage that “If AIDS
is God’s curse, lesbians
must be God'’s chosen
people”), lesbians and bi-
sexual women face simi-
lar concerns as hetero-
sexuals and gay men in
regard to contracting HIV.

While | am not a medical
doctor, | did research for
an upcoming book, and
there is information which
may be helpful to the
women readers of this
column. Therefore, be
sure to consult a medical
doctor about any deci-
sions related to what you
may read here.

Regarding woman-to-
woman transmission, les-
bians and bisexual
women are at risk for HIV
transmission in several
ways. Several research-
ers have found that the
virus is present in
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vaginal and cervical se-
cretions, menstrual blood,
and blood from vaginal or
rectal trauma. Therefore,
female-to-female trans-
mission is possible during
Sex.

Most often, however, les-
bians acquire the virus
through intravenous drug
use. Needle sharing
among drug addicted in-
dividuals is an extremely
high risk factor. But since
female-to-female trans-
mission is possible, al-
though the chances are
not as high as they are as
with male/female vaginal
or anal intercourse and

male/male anal sex, safer
sexual guidelines should
be considered, and hope-
fully, utilized.

For lesbians and bisexual
women who wish to have
children through artificial
insemination, although
safety at sperm banks is
high, there is a risk factor
for lesbians and bisexual
women who are having
children in this fashion, as
fresh and frozen semen

may carry the virus.
Therefore, women should
ask a prospective sperm
bank if it tests donors at
the time the donation is
made and then six
months later to secure the
results.

A higher risk may be as-
sociated with sperm ob-
tained informally by ask-
ing acquaintances,
friends, or co-parents.
The same precautions
can be made as with
sperm banks; women can
ask a prospective donor
to be tested twice in a
six month period. Due to
the lag time between in-
fection and testing posi-
tive for the virus, however,
a donor could have the vi-
rus and still have results
showing sero-negative
status. Therefore, a pro-
spective lesbian/bisexual
parent should consider
factors such as how well
she knows the donor,
what his sexual practices
are, and so forth, before
becoming informally in-
seminated.

Turning to lesbians and
bisexual women with HIV,
there is an unfortunate
lack of health services. for
women with HIV/AIDS, or
programs which focus on
HIV prevention, caring for
women with HIV/AIDS,

and research which ex-
amines the effects of
medication on women.

In fact, the safety and ef-
fectiveness of many of the
new drugs have not been
tested on women, so the
dose level and toxicity
may be unknown. In one
recent study, although the
disease was found to
progress similarly in both
sexes, women with AIDS
tended to die sooner than
men. Lack of knowledge
regarding proper dosage

dramatic drop in AIDS
deaths. The mortality
rate, however, is dropping
much faster for men than
for women. Part of this
disparity may be due to
the notion put forth by re-
searcher Silver in 1997
that, including the factors
related to dosage and tox-
icity levels of medication,
women tend to be diag-
nosed later in the disease
process, have economic
barriers to care, and may
lack the information net-
work that is readily avail-

reluctant or afraid to con-
duct the necessary re-
search to make the
headway that has oc-
curred in the more recent
past. In general, we have
come a long enough way
to help slow the spread of
HIV, to develop preven-
tion programs, and to pro-
vide care. But for women
with HIV/AIDS, we still
have a way to go.

This article was submit-
ted to The Voice by Dr.
Chernin.

Lynn Voortman ND
Doctor of Naturopathy

Relaxed and friendly environment.
Specializing in nutritional counselling,
supplements, homeopathy,
botanical medicines, acupuncture, craniosacral

therapy and applied kinesiology.
-Not sure if Naturopathic Medicine is right for you? Book a
free15 minute consultation to find out.
13 Merion Street (near Edinburgh and Paisley)
Guelph, Ontario

(519) 826-5959

and toxicity levels may
have contributed to this
situation.

Furthermore, HIV/AIDS
manifests itself differently
in women than in men.
Women need to be aware
of PIV and other signs of
HIV infection which are
not generally discussed in
HIV literature.

Due to the advancement
of drug combination
therapy, there has been a

able to gay men.

Therefore, lesbians and
bisexual women with HIV/
AIDS have more ob-
stacles to overcome in
terms of preventing HIV
and obtaining effective
treatment. Ironically, this
is the place where gay
men found themselves
ten to fifteen years ago.
Back then, the U.S. had
a president who never
said the word “AIDS,” and
medical researchers were

Jeffrey Chernin, Ph.D. is
a psychotherapist and au-
thor in Carmel, California.
He has written numerous
articles co-authored a
book on counseling lesbi-
ans and gay men.
Comments?
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“We need to know that we are not accidental, that our culture
has grown and changed with the currents, that we like others
have a social herstory, filled within individual lives, community
struggles, customs of language, dress and behavior that when
looked at in their entirety form what we call herstory--the story
of a people." --Joan Nestle

| am a Lesbian. | am a

closeted Lesbian. There
I've said it. Lightning did
not strike me dead and
the wrath of God did not
fall upon me, but why am
| still in the dark? At 32
years old | am only now
beginning to understand
the full grasp of my sexu-
ality. 1 live in a relatively
small and conservative
town and | sometimes
wonder if it will ever break
out of the Mayberry curse.

A little background is re-
quired at this point; | am
fairly well known in busi-
ness and political circles.
Sometimes this works for
me but at this time | am
afraid that coming out will
not be in my best interest.
I've spent many a long
evening in the dark trying
to figure out how | am
going to reveal this part of
my life. | have been

forced to re-evaluate my
14

future plans and | have
had to become an artful
dodger of sorts, deflect-
ing relationship questions.

For those of you who are
screaming, "Get over your-
self", | invite you to see it
from where | am today.
Did | always know that |
wanted to be with a
woman? | know that |
didn't want to spend my
life with a man. | pictured
myself happily living alone
with all the freedom and
comforts life had to offer.
| was going to pursue a
career that would con-
sume my life and | was
going to play hard. A truly
committed relationship
did not even figure into
the picture. About a year
ago everything changed.
I had my first same sex
encounter - a kiss. The
passion, the excitement,
the power, it just blew my
world apart. Even as | sit
here struggling to find the

words to describe the
feelings that filled me, |
find that there aren't any.
The woman who un-
locked my heart is no
longer in my life. It was
brief but electrifying. 1am
convinced that she came
into my life solely for the
purpose of allowing me to
acknowledge who | truly
am. Now the real jour-
ney begins.

It has been said that ad-
mitting to a truth is half
the battle, the other is ac-
ceptance. | accept who |
am, | am just not sure how
ready the world | live in is
ready to accept me. My
family doesn't know, my
friends don't know, but |
do have someone in my
life and she makes my
world shine. It is compli-
cated, she is married with
teenage children and she
is also dealing with this
twist in her life. We draw
on each other's strength
and love. We are both
afraid because we know
that we want to be to-
gether but we are not sure
as to the path we must

travel to get there.

For those of you who are
out and proud maybe my
view from here will be a
reminder that getting
there is not always easy.
Being in the proverbial
closet is not so much a
hiding place as it is a
place of temporary safety
where we can sit and look
at the world and how we
are going to fit in it. For
those of you who share
this place with me | hope
that the telling of my jour-
ney will give us all
strength to choose the
path we most need to
travel in our lives, the path
of Pride and Acceptance.

| have used a pseud-
onym. | have chosen a
Celtic goddess. In Celtic
(Irish) mythology she was
the High Queen and god-
dess of the Tuatha Dé
Danann. She was consid-
ered a trinity; Macha,
Badb, and Neman, all
three bloodthirsty and
feared by the enemies of
the Tuatha Dé Danann.

This article

Womens History
Month Past
Present and Future

The first International
Women’s Day was March
8, 1911. [U.S] In 1981,
Rep. Barbara Mikulski (D-
MD) and Sen. Orrin Hatch
(R-UT) cosponsored a
Joint Congressional
Resolution proclaiming
the week of March 8 Na-
tional Women’s History
Week. In 1986, the Na-
tional Women’s History
Project (founded in 1979
by Molly MacGregor)
helped expand the cel-
ebration to the entire
month of March. In 1987
and subsequent years,
the National Women'’s
History Month Resolu-
tions have been approved
with broad-based, bipar-
tisan support in both the
Senate and House, and
signed by the President.

http://www.feminist.org

Women's History

October 1998 Was
Women's History Month
In Canada

1998 marked the seventh

year that Canada cel-
ebrated Women's History
Month (WHM) in recogni-
tion of the women who
have played such a vital
role in our Canadian heri-
tage. This is an opportu-
nity to instill a sense of
pride in our historical ori-
gins as well as provide
role models for other
women - young and old.

Last year's theme was,
The Business of Women:
an evolving story. The
importance of two areas
are unfolding - entrepre-
neurship and unpaid
work. Caregiving and vol-
unteer work - both of
which contribute hugely
to the economic and so-
cial structure of Canadian
life.
http://www.swc-cfc.ge.ca/
whm/whm98-e.html

was submitted
to The Voice by
"Morrigan"
"Morrigan," is
a resident of
Corner Brook,
Newfoundland.

Hapopy
Women's
Day!! March
8, 1999!!!

Alternatives
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Individual & Couple Counselling
Groups and Workshops
v Survivors of Child & Adult Sexual Assault
% v Sexual Orientation
My v Body Image/Celebration
$ v Chronic Pain; Fibromyalgia

Marion Markham, m.s.w.
(519) 741-5887

Box 29010, Frederick Plaza Postal Qutlet
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 656




How can it be that a
"right-wing" fundamental-
ist homophobic "believer
in God" can share the
name "Christian" with
me? They are opposed to
me and do not believe
that our "God" can love
and care about me and
them. Does this mean
that one of us is not Chris-
tian and the other is?
Does this mean one is
"right", therefore, the
other must be "wrong"?
NO, I don't think so. | think
it speaks more to the im-
perfection in the human
condition than it does to
what we should ascribe
to any God, or Deity. It is
about the fear and intol-
erance that is within the
providence of humanity,
it is not about religion.

There is a tragic sadness
in the reality that it was the
brutal crucifixion of Mat-
thew that has once again
and in a very "public" way,
re-newed debate about all
of the issues that stem
from what many see as
the outright clash of
"Christianity" and any
well-intentioned practical
practice of the tenants of
that religion and homo-
sexuality or lesbianism.

I am, as a Lesbian Chris-
tian, straddling that ever
invisbally-visible line be-

tween two worlds.My life,
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often feels like a paradox.
| "belong to," or "identify
with," two groups which
are more often than not
diametrically opposed to
each other. For as much
as there is intolerance of
"us" as gays or lesbians,
in "their" (straight) world
there is equal and as dis-
tressing intolerance for
the gay or lesbian Chris-
tian within "our" commu-
nity.

| have been as wounded
as the next gay or lesbian

person by religion, and
more specifically by the
fundamentalist "right-
wing" Christians. | still
choose to believe in, to
love, and to serve, the
God that | grew up know-
ing. | do not want to push
what | believe on to any-
one, but, | DO want to be
heard and respected for
who | am and what | DO
believe. It is a very cen-
tral part of who | am.

It can be very difficult to
find support and dialogue
with regard to these very
spiritual and emotional is-
sues in a world that most
define as in direct

opposition to the world of
the Christian.

We need to address, the
issues found in the arena
of religion that further seg-
regate us within "our"
community. Whether one
is Christian or one as-
cribes to another religion,
or one does not practice
any particular religion,
each of us has a soul. A
common point of refer-
ence from which to relate
to each other without
there being any need to
shame anyone. We must
take an active role in be-
ginning to address and to
heal the wounds that
have defined us, to one
degree or another, for so
long. We can be free of
these wounds without
casting stones at each
other. All too often in ei-
ther "community" some
use God (or their disbe-
lief in God) to act out hate
or intolerance thinking
that they can somehow
legitimize it. Hate or intol-
erance are not ever legiti-
mate. We must be care-
ful that we do not lack tol-
erance for others be-
cause they may not toler-
ate us well and we must
go to great lengths to en-
sure that we do not hate
the "hater."

It is difficult, at times to
confront the level of pain,

anger, distrust and out-
right disdain for God - a
God - any God, religion,
or religious practices and
beliefs that are harbored
by many in our commu-
nity. It is equally as pain-
ful to have my beliefs and
my faith thrown in my
face. It is also very pain-
ful to be asked how | can
be a lesbian and believe
in God. The answer is
simple. All too often the
answer is not waited for:
1 am a lesbian, God knows
this; and 1 have a relation-
ship with my God that has
been in my life since the
beginning of my life.

It has endured many a
test, many a heart-ache,
many a homophobic
"Christian" attack. Most
importantly, my relation-
ship to God has endured
my realizing and coming
to terms with the fact that
| am a lesbian. There
were many dark nights of
the soul in this process. |
tried on more than one
occassion, and in more
than one way to run away
from all that | believed in
and knew to be true,
based upon my experi-
ence. This was due to my
own internalized
homophobia. | will not
ever do this again. 1 am
through apologizing to
"my" community for who
1 am just as | am through
apologizing and trying to
apease homophobic
"straights" regarding my
orientation or my reli-

gious beliefs.

I cannot and will not even
try to defend much of what
gets passed off as "Chris-
tian" these days. All | can
do is respectfully stand up
for what | believe in, and
ask others to respect my
rights and feelings and let
me be who | am.

| do believe there is room
for all beliefs and all of the
many ways that each of us
individually seeks to find
and make peace with
one's creator, or the spirit-
force within you, or what-
ever you personally define
that "source" to be in your

life.
a ¥ »
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I think that there are many

who, no matter which reli-
gion they follow, or how
they choose to observe
and or express their spiri-
tuality, have a legitimate
fear of being hassled, criti-
cized or rejected within our
communities.

How many people have

been driven from their
faith due to their own in-
ternalized homophobia
and shame stemming
from their orientation?
How many people have
ended up denying who

‘ they really are in an effort

to continue to fit into that
"mainstream"” idea of
what is "acceptable" to
the majority in most reli-
gions? The legacy of ei-
ther of these experiences
is often a blinding self-
hatred that separates one
not only from his/her cre-
ator, but also from one's
self and from others as
well as any potential for
finding a lasting peace as
not only a Igbt individual,
but equally as a child of
the universe.

This paradox, while pain-
ful, is the backbone of
lessons that have been
teaching me how to find
and be my authentic self.
This journey of spirit and
soul has also lent itself
to the develpment of my
character and my cour-
age.

If we do not define for
ourselves who we are
and what we believe: if
you allow anyone, any
group, or any segement
of society, gay or straight,
to do this for us, then we
may be to some extent be
a strangers to ourselves.

Paradoxical pain is pre-
cious. | am a Lesbian
Christian trying to bridge
the gap between worlds.
Perhaps | am one rung of
that bridge just because
| am: as | am: a Lesbian
Christian.




Sometimes events move

too quickly, and with too
much urgency, for a jour-
nalist to indulge in reflec-
tion or entertain the ever-
present chorus of doubt-
ing inner voices. Some-
times, our subject matter
is too explosive to subject
to the internal review we
routinely use to assure
ourselves that we are
ethical professionals in-
terpreting, not crafting,
the events of our time.

That's what happened to
me when my friend, Matt
Shephard, was murdered
because he was gay.

The morning of October
12th, the news of Matt's
death after four days'
fight against impossible
odds had not yet diffused
throughout the Casper
Star-Tribune newsroom
when the vile personal at-
tacks began to curl out of
the fax machine.

"Fag Matt in HELL!"
screamed the clumsily
cut-and-pasted screed
from a church in Wichita,
Kansas. It was the first of
a succession of similar
taunts. Because | am the
only openly gay reporter in

the newsroom, and a
friend of Matt's, my col-
leagues made a thinly
veiled effort to hide these
faxes from me, which
failed in the vocal and
pained exclamations that
sprung from each new
reader.

I knew this was a time |
had to listen to my con-
science. After four years
of covering the energy in-
dustry, environmental
regulation, toxic waste
lawsuits and raucous but
lopsided Wyoming elec-
tions, | had to step out
from behind the wall of
indifference and objectiv-
ity and tell my truth.

I had no choice but to
come out to my readers,
to make a statement that
even a straight-seeming
oil-and-gas reporter who
shouts his voice raw over
pro football could be a
happily gay member of a
rural and conservative
community.

My editor and personal
friend David Hipschman
was supportive but skep-
tical, wondering if I'd
thought through the rami-
fications of coming out to

100,000 strangers in the
midst of one of the most
controversial hate crimes
in recent history. But |
had. | expected reprisals,
cold shoulders, a continu-
ing daily apologia that
would dog me in my pro-
fessional career and
come to define me.

Six weeks later | am re-
lieved, gratified and still
somewhat amazed that
the "ramifications," the
"effects," the "fallout" of
my honesty have con-
sisted of one solitary
piece of unsigned hate
mail, and more than 100
new friendships spanning
the nation. In the first few
days after the column ap-
peared, | was interviewed
by several regional news-
papers and television sta-
tions, appeared on NBC
Nightly News and on
MSNBC, contacted by
Editor & Publisher, quoted
in the New York Times
and deluged with phone
calls from every friend |
ever made in college. And
despite all the exposure,
letters of support kept
coming. Hate letters
didn't. | was asked again
and again whether | had

crossed a line from re-
portage into advocacy -
whether, in essence, |
could ever work as a re-
porter in this state again.
And | kept repeating the
overwhelming support |
was receiving from inside
and outside my commu-
nity, and the strong sup-
port of management and
the corporation which
owns my paper.

But the support that
meant the most to me
was from readers.

There was the boy in Ala-
bama who said it gave him
hope that he could
come out of the closet
one day, too. There was
Raven, writing through
cerebral palsy from Sac-
ramento to tell me | had
spoken up on behalf of
everyone who differs from
the norm. And there were
the revealing and deeply
personal letters from a
federal judge, an oil field
geologist, a New Ager in
Boulder, an elderly grand-
mother in Virginia.

Twin City Realty Inc., Realtor
Independently Owned and Operated

ALAN GOETZ renror

Coming out in print was
one hell of a whirlwind,
but it freed me. Becom-
ing an optimistic sidebar
to a tragic national saga
is uncomfortable to some-
one used to asking, not
answering, the media's
questions. But it taught
me courage and compas-
sion, qualities good for
even the most objective of
reporters to know. To
those who say | broke the
rules by becoming a part
of this story, | say: I'm glad
1 broke the rules.

The national furor over
Matt's murder has quieted
for now, and | feel like
more of a professional
than ever.

Jason Marsden is a re-
porter for the Casper Star-
Tribune.

http://www.nlgja.org/al-
ternatives/wint99/
outinwy.html

Things You Can do
to Make Your Com-
munity Less Sex-
Hostile: (Suggestions
From The Second Gay
Men's Sex Summit:)

This sumit was held last
November, in Pittsburgh,
PA, USA.

DEVELOP A SEX-POSI-

TIVE CONTACT AT
EACH LOCAL AIDS
AND LGBT ORGANIZA-
TION. Ask people about
their sexual beliefs and
cultivate contacts and
support networks among
individuals who believe in
respect for sexual civil lib-
erties and that sexual
empowerment and the
diminution of guilt and
shame are key to health
promotion.

TALK UNASHAMEDLY
ABOUT YOUR DESIRES
AND SEXUAL PRAC-
TICES. Sex is not secret,
shameful, or destructive
to society. It needn't be
privatized. Discuss sex.
Feel no shame!

“Known for fairness, honesty & integrity”
519-885-0200

“DISTINGUISHED | 83 Erb Street West, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 6C2
SERVICE AWARD” | Fay: 519.885-4914 » 24-hr. Pager: 519-885-0200

11 years of service




THE Bl1Z SECTION

Over the course of a tax season, | am
surprised how many individuals will
come to my office with missing tax re-
ceipts. Many individuals will do tax re-
turns for themselves and their friends,
but are they claiming all deductions you
may be entitled to. Tax laws are con-
stantly changing. Even as an income
tax preparer it is not possible to know
every piece of tax legislation as a result
| must purchase the annual tax guides
by CCH (this is the publisher of the In-
come TaxAct). The tax act is over 2200
pages.

Be sure that you have all of the appro-
priate receipts and documentation that
you require to either personally fill out
your 1998 Income Tax Return or to have
atax service or accountant prepare your
tax return correctly. Following is an over-
view of the documentation or receipts
that you may require to fill out your tax

return.

Do you have all of your Income
Receipts?

Be sure that you have received all of your
‘T’ Slips. If you have worked for some-
one throughout the year you will receive
aT4oraT4A. Any interest or dividends
you receive in the year will be reported
on either a T3 or a T5. If you were un-
employed you will receive either a T4E
ora T5007. If you were short on income
and withdrew from your RRSP you will
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receive a T4RSP. There are other ‘T’
receipts but these are the most common.

If you have taken out a ‘Home Buyers
Plan’ and have not contributed the ap-
propriate amount as required back into
your RRSP you must include this amount
as income on your tax return.

Can you Deduct Emplbyment
Expenses?

If your employer, under a contract of
employment, requires you to pay your
own expenses, be required to work away
from your employers place of business,
you were paid in part by commissions
bases on volume of sales AND you did
not receive a non-taxable allowance for
travelling expenses, you may be eligible
to deduct employment expenses. Your
employer must sign fill out a ‘Declara-
tion of Employment Conditions — Form
T2200'. Employment expenses are
claimed on the ‘Statement of Employ-
ment Expenses — Form T777'. Itis nec-
essary to keep all receipts for those ex-
penses that you are eligible to claim for
at least 6 years.

Are you Self-Employed or Own
Rental Property?

Again you must keep all of your receipts
for at least 6 years. If you are self em-
ployed you are required to fill out the
‘Statement of Business Activities.

All expenses claimed must be sup-
ported with a receipt in the case you are
ever audited. To claim all of your allow-
able automobile expenses, be sure to
also keep a detailed travel log of all busi-
ness mileage over the year. Revenue
Canada will not allow you to choose a
percentage that you feel is adequate.
Again, if you are audited Revenue
Canada may re-assess your mileage to
what they feel is appropriate according
to your earnings or your type of business.
If operate a home-based business, you
need to know what percentage of the
home is used for the business. You can
only deduct a percentage of all your
home expenses that may include heat,
electricity, insurance, mortgage interest
and property taxes. You are also able
to deduct CCA (depreciation) on your
business assets. Note: You can only
deduct home expenses if you have net
income from your business. You can-
not create a loss with home expenses,
however, you are permitted to carry-for-

ward business-use-of-home expenses.

If you have rental property, you are re-
quired to fill out the ‘Statement of Real
Estate Rentals — Form T776’. With each
of the above statements all expenses
claimed MUST have supporting docu-
mentation in case Revenue Canada

audits you.

Can you reduce your ‘Taxable
Income’?

If you have incurred the following ex-
penses you may be able deduct them
from your income: RRSP contributions,
child care expenses, moving expenses,
interest paid on ‘non-registered’ invest-
ments, safety deposit boxes, union dues,
attendant care expenses. Be sure that
you have proper documentation for any

deductions you claim.

Are you claiming all of your
‘Non-Refundable Tax Credits?

Most non-refundable tax credits are as
such as they only reduce your federal
tax owing and are not used to increase
your tax refund. The most common non-
refundable tax credits besides the ‘Ba-
sic Personal Amount’ are Equivalent-to-
Spouse’, El and CPP premiums, tuition
and education credits, disability credits,
medical expenses and charitable dona-
tions. Tuition and Education amounts
are shown on the form T2202. Any El
and CPP premiums paid are shown on
your T4 receipts. If you are eligible for
the disability amount you must get form
T2201 filled out by your medical doctor,

psychologist or optometrists.

If you are a low-income earner you may
be eligible for the Personal Amount

Supplement — Schedule 13.

Do you qualify for the Provincial
Tax Credit?

To determine your eligibility for this credit
you should have a copy of the property
taxes paid or rental receipts from your

landlord.

Regardless of your tax situation, it is
imperative that you have all of the re-
quired document to process your tax
return correctly. Any missing receipts
may cost you in additional tax owing. It
is also recommended that when com-
pleting your tax return you have a copy
of prior year tax returns available for ref-
erence. If you come across any mis-

takes or find any additional receipts that
were not claimed you should file a T1
Adjustment for the years in question.
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Economical
Tax Services

“Your Affordable Tax Experts”

Services Available:
Income Tax Preparation
(Personal and Small Business)
Bookeeping/Payroll
Business Consulting
Fax/Photocopying Services
FILE

lectronic Filing

s

22 King Street South (Lower Level)
Waterloo, Ontario N2J INS

(Ph) 519-746-6500

|Economical Tax Services]

Economical Tax Services is located at
22 King St.reet South in Uptown on the
lower level. The owner, Darren Kregar,
has been preparing tax returns for over
5 years. He opened ETS in January of
1998 after participating in an
entreprenuerial program. Darren is a
graduate of Wilfrid Laurier University
with a Diploma in Accounting.

In addition to income tax ser-

TV: Why would | choose ETS?

ETS: | offer affordable prices, person-
able service and my goal is to ensure
that you pay the least amount of tax pos-
sible. | also provide tax planning for
each of my clients to minimize their tax
owing for the following year.

TV: What tips do you have for some-
one who is either on a fixed or low

vices for individuals and small
business, Economical Tax
Services also provides book-
keeping, business consulting
and payroll services. Starting
in April, ETS will also be pro-

income?

ETS: As aresult of changes
in tax legislation, low income
earners may be eligible for
~|a non-taxable credit of up to

viding fax and photocopy
services, 'every day' office products, and
scanning services.

| recently had the opportunity to inter-
view Darren about his business and fu-
ture goals,

TV: Why did you choose a career in
Accounting and Taxation?

ETS: It all started back when | was...
actually, | realized | wanted to go into
my own business while taking courses
at Conestoga College in marketing. |
dropped out after the first year. Then |
opened a casual clothing store in Elmira.
After a relatively short experience in
owning my own retail business, | de-
cided to attend WLU in Accounting.
Considering, | have always done well
dealing with numbers it seemed to be
an obvious choice.

$500.00. This is based on
your actual earnings. This credit will
provide a tax savings up to $125.00. Be
sure you keep all of your rental receipts
(or property tax bill) as you will be able
to claim the Ontario Tax Credit. If you
can afford a RRSP (even if its only a
small amount) this will reduce your to-
tal income thus reducing your tax ow-

ing.

TV: What should all same-sex
couples know when filing tax returns?

ETS: Considering Revenue Canada
does not recognize same sex couples,
yet. Allindividuals must claim as a single
person. Therefore any benefits that a
straight couple would be elegible for is
not available to same-sex couples. | will
provide more information on this
topic in the April issue of 'The Voice'.

Continued on page 26
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As lesbian, gay,
transgendered and bi-
sexual people we are
aware that most Christian
churches demonstrate
degrees of tolerance for
us but few are welcoming
and almost none see us
as equals. The Metropoli-
tan Community Church
was started in 1968 in Los
Angeles by Reverend
Troy Perry as a church for
all people but with a spe-
cial ministry to the LGBT
community. It was created
as a place where it would
be safe to be natural and
to worship completely,
being able to celebrate
both our spirituality and
sexuality as freely as
people in other churches.
It was also a place where
anyone could aspire to
more than just being the
church organist or lay
preacher. The MCC was a
place where we were no
longer marginalized.

The original intent of the
MCC was that it should be
a place where people who
felt shut out by their own
denominations could wor-
ship freely until these
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other places offered the
same acceptance. But
that acceptance was so
slow in coming that some-
thing wondrous hap-
pened. The MCC was cre-
ated to meet a need in a
certain place at a certain
time and it was never in-
tended to become a de-
nomination. However the
need for such a church
was so great that congre-
gations sprang up all over
North America and world-
wide. The MCC has be-
come the fastest growing
Christian denomination.

In 1995 it was recognized

that the need for such a
church existed in the re-
gions of Wellington and
Waterloo. Sid Bater tells
the story as follows:

After struggling for some
time to find a worshipping
community into which we
"fit", we discovered the
difference between being

"tolerated" and being
"welcomed". It was impor-
tant to us that we were
welcomed as whole be-
ings not as people devoid
of sexual orientation or
desire. In many churches
we found ourselves "wel-
comed" (tolerated) only if
we left our sexuality at the
door. To talk of our part-
nership, our family or
home life was to alienate
ourselves from the rest of
the respectable church
folk. | needed to be in a
worship experience with
God's people - my Chris-
tian family. However de-
nying something so basic
to the core of my being
(my sexuality) was not
acceptable. Arriving
home after Sunday Ser-
vice in tears one day, |
knew there had to be
something else and | had
to do something about it.

| had been praying for
some time, asking God to
give me clear direction in
my life. | had also been
attending the Metropolitan
Community  Church
Toronto (MCCT) abso-
lutely amazed that God's
presence was so real in

—

that place, a place where
people could be them-
selves - in every way.

With more experience
and my own sense of fi-
nally belonging, | began to
realize more and more the
need for this kind of min-
istry in my home town. |
asked God what | could
do and what | should do
although | was afraid of
the answer. | did however
talk to the then District
Co-ordinator about es-
tablishing a ministry in
Guelph.

It was then that things
began to happen. In the
Spring of 1995, after | had
started praying about the
MCC God put fourteen

people in my path to con-
vince me of the need and
the desire for such a min-
istry. Each approached
me and asked about such
a church and my willing-
ness to lead in its cre-
ation. Finally, in July |
found myself in the V.C.
food court, University of
Guelph, when a young
gay man came up to me
and, not knowing about
my struggle, asked me
when | was going to
startan MCC. | looked
down at my dayplanner
and chose the first Sun-
day after Labour Day,
September 10th, 1995.

Nothing had yet been
planned. Immediately it
became necessary to

start to organize. In the
space of one month a
church was created. A
steering committee in-
cluding my partner, two
excellent friends and a
university student worked
tirelessly to prepare. The
possibility of sharing
space in another church
was offered by both a lo-
cal United Church and St.
Matthias Anglican
Church. Miraculously, all
was done and on Sep-
tember 10th 1995 the first
service of The Rainbow
Metropolitan Community
Church took place. Fifty-
four people attended the
first service.

Continued on page 39
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ETS Buishess Feature

Continued from page 23

TV: What services can
you offer a new busi-
ness or someone want-
ing to start a new busi-
ness?

ETS: | can assist busi-
nesses setting up their
books, preparing their
GST/PST remittance
forms, and providing ad-
vice on general business
topics. | have helped
some of my clients de-
velop their business
plans. | will spend time
to ensure they understand
their financial state-
ments. My clients have
access to a variety of re-
source materials which
can help them achieve
their goals.

TV: Canyou tell me why
you provide the other
services that you do?

ETS: | want to provide a
convenience to my clients
as well as other small
business owners in the

region.

TV: What is your vision
for Economical Tax

Services in the future?

ETS: | have a few goals
for the business. The first
is to expand ETS to other
cities in South-Western
Ontario. The second goal
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goal is to establish a small
business centre in the re-
gion where business
people can go to do re-
search on new business
ideas, buy office supplies
and have access to busi-
ness services such as
bookkeeping, graphic de-
sign, insurance and hu-
man resources.

Just out of curiousity, now
that you have operated
'The VOICE' for half a
year, would you be able to
provide my company with
a testimonial on how |
have helped you to date?

AJ: Yes, absolutely! |
have found your advice
very helpful from the
very beginning. It was
my coming to know you
that actually helped me
to be able to create what
is now The Voice. It has
been from so many of
your initial suggestions
that | have been able to
begin to build a busi-
ness.

Included among these
suggestions was: to for-
mally register The Voice
as a business, keep it
separate from any of my
own personal endeav-
ors, and to open a busi-
ness bank account.
Your guidance has also
provided me with a rate

structure for advertising
that you worked out for
me based upon the
costs associated with

publishing The Voice.

You have also helped
me through your shar-
ing of ideas and market-
ing stradegies as well
as your consistent feed-
back and support .

When | decided to be-
come a client of yoursl
had no idea how exten-
sive your services
would be. | have been
very pleasantly sur-
prised to find out that
you very much get in-
volved personally and
can be called upon to
answer any questions
having to do with the
running of my business.
You have provided, lit-
erally, a steady-stream
of excellent and valu-
able ideas that have
helped me tremen-
dously.

I very much value your
contribution to the
magazine itself from
your original suggestion
to include a Business
Section to your contri-
butions as the editor of
that section.

Thanks and | look for-
ward to continuing to
work with you.

¥4

KALETDOS COPE

Continued from page 9

world, a sense of outrage
is steadily growing
amongst white hetero-
sexual males. This insur-
gent reaction can be seen
in the increasing popular-
ity of various groups such
as The Promise Keepers,
the militant sub-division of
Right To Life, The Moral
Majority in the United
States, and most of all,
groups now protecting
sexual abusers from the
claimed false memory
syndrome of countless
victims. Only those with
much to deny and hide
would go to such lengths
to protect themselves.
Unbelievably, some white,
heterosexual males now
claim themselves to be
victims of reverse
discrimmination, and ac-
cuse 'wimmin' of male-
bashing when we are only
stating the truth. This bar-
rage of accusations is
slowly but effectively strip-
ping away the rights we
once thought we had fi-
nally gained. Even the
privilege of our recogni-
tion as victims is being
taken away by the retal-
iatory labelling of today's
society as merely a vic-
tim society. Essentially,
this savagely belittles
whatever progress we
have made in the past, in
revealing past wrongs

and healing the effects of
those wrongs. On the
other hand, this white
male rage thoroughly ex-
poses the discrimmina-
tion that they have always
testified to have never
existed. Why else would
so0 much anger be surfac-
ing now when, at last, all
people are beginning to
be treated equally?

Furthermore, if we have
already attained equal
rights then why are the
majority of low-paying and
part-time jobs held by
'wimmin', why is there a
glaring lack of affordable
daycare for all children,
why are so many ‘wimmin'
victims of male violence,
and why has Mike Harris,
our Premier, targeted the
underprivileged (many of
these being 'wimmin') in
his "Common Sense
Revolution"? It simply
does not make sense.
Most of all, why has it
taken until now for it to be
declared, by the Supreme
Court of Canada, that
"NO MEANS NO" and
that there exists no such
thing as implied consent
in defence of sexual as-
sault accusations?

In the Western World,
despite the many ad-
vances made by
'wimmin', obvious
discrimmination remains,

much of it in the form of
subtle but effective de-
rogatory remarks and ac-
tions that we have simply
learned to live with every
day. Even a womyn doing
a man's job is still con-
sidered, often enough, to
be taking a livelihood
away from some privilged
male. In hard economic
times itis possible for any-
one, other than a white
heterosexual male, to be-
come a scapegoat. Tak-
ing ruthless advantage of
this timeless truth, our
government leaders have
somehow managed to,
cowardly but cleverly,
shitft the responsibility of
what are systematic soci-
ety-wide problems onto
individuals themselves.
Overall, compassion and
caring are rapidly going
out the window.

To be a womyn is indeed
a handicap in itself; to be
also either poor, disabled,
old, coloured or lesbian is
an added trail. To be all
of the above can be di-
sastrous. Many will argue
that this is a load of man-
hating, radical, feminist
crap, but if you happen to
be a woman, and wear
any of the above labels,
then you will know differ-
ently. When, as 'wimmin',
we do succeed, we usu-
ally fly higher than ever
thought possible.
Continued on page 39
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WHAT'S I

Sundays

Rainbow Metropolitan Community
Church service To attend an LGBT-
friendly Community Church try the Rain-
bow MCC. Services take place each
Sunday at 7:00 p.m. at St. Matthias An-
glican, 171 Kortright Road, at the cor-
ner of Kortright and Edinburgh Road.

Call the Rainbow MCC at 519

Mondays

Queer Static at the Trasheteria, every
Monday from 10:00 pm to 3:00 am. The
Trasheteria is located at 52 Macdonell
in Guelph. This is a lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender friendly event, spon-
sored by Guelph Queer Equality and the
Trasheteria. No cover, a $2 donations

is suggested. Contact GQE at:

I o more information

Tuesdays
Guelph Queer Equality (GQE) meets ev-
ery Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in
UC536, the University Centre's Mature
Student Lounge at the University of
Guelph. Contact GQE at:

I o dotails.
Wednesdays

Hamilton Coming Out Proud Discussion
Group We meet every first and third
Wednesday of each month. Meetings
start at 6:30 pm at  http://
www.gomorrahs.com". Call us for more

details: 905 |l or to!l-free 1-888-
E— o o
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Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Youth Discus-
sion Group: A group for people aged 16-
25, sponsored by ACCKWA and held in
Waterloo, 7:00-9:00 pm. To join, or for
more information, call Rob Gascho

at aAcckwa at (519) I

(Kitchener).

GLOW's Coming Out Discussion Group
explores issues in sexual orientation;
Hagey Hall Rms. 373/378, University of
Waterloo, 7:30-9:00 pm. Lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals, transgendered people,
and those questioning their sexuality are
welcome. Information: :
GLOW's website is at http://
www.csclub.uwaterloo.ca/clubs/glow
Discussion Topics For Group 1:

March 3-"Media Images and Role Models"
March 10-"Gender Roles"

March 17-"Jealousy: The Fourth Deadly Sin &
the LGBT World"

March 24-"Leading a Double Life"
March 31-"Issues in Outing: The Shattered
Closet Door"

GLOW's Second Discussion Group also
meets in Hagey Hall Rms. 373/378, Uni-
versity of Waterloo, 7:30-9:00 pm.
Both the Second Group and the Com-
ing Out Group meet together in one
room for the introduction and icebreaker
question, then the Second Group moves
to the other room for their own discus-
sion or activity. The groups rejoin for the
social at 9:00 pm.

GLOW Social: a social evening in Hagey
Hall Rms. 373/378, University of Water-
loo, 9:00-11:00 pm. Everyone welcome;
meet old friends, and make new ones.

(-7
/

CLUE RENAISSNCE ’

COME OUT, COME OUT, WHEREVER YOU ARE!!!!
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Wednesdays Continued

Wednesday Pride at the Spiral Club,

an evening for the queer positive,
transgendered, lesbian and gay commu-
nity. Spiral Club is at 122 Woolwich St.,

Guelph, NN
Thursdays

Hamilton Transsexual Peer Support
Group: [f you are post-op or pre-op
transsexual or are dealing with gender
dysphoria, come join this bi-weekly peer
support group. Meetings begin Febru-
ary 4, 1999 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
and will continue bi-weekly thereafter.
Meetings will be held at the Hamilton
AIDS Network, 512 James St. N.

For further details, please call (905)-
e-mail Janet at:

Sunday March 7

Waterloo-Wellington Region Pride
Committee Meeting from 3 pm to 5 pm.
Location: Rm. 173, Environmental 2
Building, University of Waterloo. Inquir-
ies can be directed to Scott at:

Next meeting after this one is on Sun-
day March 21.

Friday March 12

College Royal from March 12 to March
14, sponsored by GQE (Guelph Queer
Equality).

Saturday March 13
FIRE + ICE

We've got your cure for the winter
"blah’'s". Out & About - Queer Radio pre-
sents a Dance Party that'll "Heat Up
Your Night".

The producers of last fall's Pink Party
are back with the first ALL AGES bash of
the new year. On Saturday, March 13th
join all your friends and hundreds of rev-
ellers as we come out of the cold and
pump up the heat.

The coolest DJ with the hottest music,
lights and action will set the stage for
this sizzlin' hot party. Don't be left out in
the cold this winter. Plan to attend Fire +
Ice, 9pm Fed Hall, Saturday, March 13th.

Tickes are $5 in advance and $7 at the
door. For more information or to reserve
tickets call 519 . Listen to Out
& About - Queer Radio every Friday at
9:30pm on CKWR 98.5 fm to win 'free
passes' to this red hot event.
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Friday March 19

Spring Break Ends
Bus Trip to Toronto's Gaybourhood,
sponsored by GQE (Guelph Queer

Equality).

PFLAG (Parents, Family and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) meet at 8:00 pm.
PFLAG is a support group for people
who are learning to understand and
come to terms with the sexual orienta-
tion of family members or friends in a
confidential and supportive atmosphere.
For the location of the meeting and more
information, call Evie at_
(Kitchener) or Sue at (519) I

(Cambridie) or email them at

Sunday March 21

Waterloo-Wellington Region Pride
Committee Meeting from 3 pm to 5 pm.
Location: Rm. 173, Environmental 2
Building, University of Waterloo. Inquir-
ies can be directed to Scott at:

]
Sunday March 28

GLOW Event: To Be Announced
GLOW's monthly event is a fun activity
held on the last Sunday of every month.
These are gay, and gay friendly events
(So bring your friends). All ages and skill
levels welcome. This group is Out for
fun. If you are interested in more infor-
mation or being a contact for future
monthly events, please contact Kevin at
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Wednesday March 31

Rekindling the Innovative Fires:
a seminar for Business Owners, Inves-
tors and Professionals. The seminar be-
gins at 7:30pm, at the ltalian Canadian
Club, Guelph.

Successful Marketing Strategies
-- Peter Barrow, Barrow Communica-
tions Inc.

Need Capital for Start-Up or Expansion?
-- Business Development Bank

Sponsored by Business Development
Bank of Canada

To register, please contact Bonnie J.
Babin, Financial Concept Group, (519)

B o 69 I The next

seminar in this series will be on May 5,
1999.

if you have a group or oganization J
that is not listed here, or if you know o
a Social or Service organization that
you'd like to see made known to our
readers please write or call us and we'll
be glad to let others know what you have|
to offer to your community.

Distress Line- (519) 745-1166

Lesbian/Gay/Bi-sexual Youth Line:
1-800-268-YOUTH

Two Spirited People of First Nations:
Toronto-416-944-9300

AIDS Hotline: Ontario Ministry of Health
1-800-668-2437

ACCKWA (The Aids Committee of Cam-
bridge, K-W and Area) 85 Frederick St.
E., Kitchener, Ont., (519) 570-3687

ACGWC (Aids Committee of Guelph
and Wellingon County) 204-85 Norfolk
Street, Guelph Ont., (519) 763-2255

AWARE K-W: A Christian gay-positive
group with roots in the Christian
Refomed Church, meets every second
Sunday evening of each month. For
information call Gary Terpstra at

Brethren Mennonite Council For Gays
and Lesbians, P.O. Box I
Eastwood Square, Kitchener, Ont,
N2H 6S9

COLLAGE: (Children of Lesbians and Gays
Everywhere) Provides education, support
and community on local and international

levels. 415 or contact
Sarah at litw6350@mach1.wlu.ca

Women's Centers:
UofW (519) 888-4567 ext. 3457

Subtance Abuse: (Kit) (519) 741-3827

OUTline: A support and resource
phone line for people dealing with
lesbian, gay, bissexual and
transgender issues at the University of
Guelph and the surrounding area.
Phone lines open every evening;
Sunday through Thursday,

7 to 10 pm and Friday and Saturday,
6 to 9 pm. Call (519) 836-4550 or
email outline@uoguelph.ca

web: http://www.uoguelph.ca/~outline

Sexual Assault Centers:

Waterloo Region Alliance For Equal

Rights-Kitchener-(519) |

Woman Made Collective Show
CFRU 93.3 FM Airs Mondays 6-7pm

Women's Spin-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Wednesday Nights-6-8pm

Nowhere To Hide--CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Wednesday Nights-8-9pm

Leaping Lesbians-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Thursday Nights-6-8pm

Queer's Kick Ass-CFRU 93.3
Airs Thursday Nights 11pm-1am

Out & About Queer Radio CKWR 98.5 FM
Airs Fridays at 9:30-10:30pm

TELEVISION

10% - Qtv broadcasts Sunday's at
11:30 PM-Tune to channel 20 in KW,
channel 8 in Guelph, or channel 13 in
London.
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Coming Out Is A
Many Splendid Thing

A comedic short film on
lesbian self-realization,
coming out and getting
that first date! Comedian
Daliege recounts her
childhood, coming out to
mom and entering the real
world of dykedom.

The Best Way

A summer camp for boys
is the setting for this ab-
sorbing study of the ten-
sions and sexual attrac-
tion of two male counse-
lors. A fine drama on
sexual identity and male
friendships.

Creative
Re-Solutions

Gay couples can now meet
with an objective,
understanding person to help
find creative ways forward. ...
This is not counselling.

Difficult People a problem at
work, home, in the gym? CALL

Gordon Husk, MSc. -
mediator
Tel: (519) &84-3883
Fax: (519) 884-0923
respection@golden.net
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In a Year of 13 Moons

A passionate and pessi-
mistic account of the final
period in the doomed life
of a transsexual named
Elvira (ex-Erwin), who

underwent a sex change
operation on impulse to
please a rich eccentric
who no longer loves him/
her. Now alone, Elvira
seeks help from friends
and her former wife, only
to be repulsed and/or be-
trayed. 13 Moons is one
of Fassbinder's most chill-
ing and captivating ef-
forts. As with his other
films, RFW challenges
and disorients the viewer
with his sporadic senti-
mentality and harsh de-
tachment. Volker
Spengler excels as Elvira,
an innocent sexual casu-
alty in a desperate, and ul-
g%\ately futile, search of

=—

Advise and Consent

Charles Laughton (a gay
man outed by his wife
Elsa Lanchester after his
death) stars in this politi-
cal drama which exam-
ines the political machina-
tions of a controversial
Secretary of State nomi-
nation. Don Murray is a
Senate committee inves-
tigator who is blackmailed
when it was uncovered
that he had a homosexual
affair while in the military.
John Granger plays his
old lover. The first Holly-
wood film to go inside a
gay bar.

Title: "Parody Romantic"
By: Ernest David Lijoi
(His first CD)

Genre: Folk & Acoustic,
Adult Contemporary
Home: Boston,
Massachusettes

Description: An insightful
combination of emotion-
ally evocative lyrics and
melodies. Nice voice and
acoustic guitars.

Songs: No Pain, How
Was England?, Chandler

Street

Lucie Blue Tremblay

] Want You Iy

1 Want You to Know
Who | Really Am

(cassette single)

"Tremblay tells the tale
of a child coming out of
the closet with heartfelt
empathy on this sweetly
orchestrated ballad. Di-
rect without being heavy-
handed, this song holds
incredible strength for
those wrestling with the
issue of disclosing homo-
sexuality, while providing
perspective for those with
loved ones making the
commitment of sharing
the truth of their lives.
Larry Flick, Billboard
Magazine Feb. 17, 1996.

Peter D. Martel

Kitchener, Ontario
Tel (519) 741-1851 Fax: (519) 741-9451
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"Her amiable presence
and endless energy light-
ens your heart - when it's
not making your stomach
hurt from laughing so
hard"

Kate Clinton is
America’s premier
“fumerist” - that's
shorthand for feminist.
+humorist - and he

agenda includes politi-
cal material as fresh
as the daily news,:
savvy send-ups o
modern family rela
tionships and illum
nating perspectives
on life as a gay Ameri-
can. Kate's new book
from Ballantine en-
titled Don’t Get Me
Started is currently in
its fourth printing and
selling well. Based on
past and present mono-
logues, it's filled with
thoughts both insightful
and riotous. In addition,
she writes a monthly col-
umn for The Progressive
in which she waxes by
turns comical and philo-
sophical about the state
of our nation and those
who have put us in such
a state. She recently
started writing a quarterly
column for The Advocate
and has written pieces for
the New York Times and
George magazine among
others. Kate served as a
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writer on The Rosie
O’Donnell Show during
its roll-out period in 1996.

In 1993, Kate’s one-
woman show, Out Is In,

debuted in Los Angeles to

KATE CLINTON

pated in a staged reading
of Tony Award-winner
Tony Kushner’s play,
SLAVS with Olympia
Dukakis, Tracey Uliman
and Madeline Kahn at the
Walter Kerr Theatre in
New York. In addition,
Kate has five comedy
albums to her credit
including the recently
leased Comedy You
Can Dance To.

Kate Clinton is the les-
i)ian you want to take
ome to meet your
rents. It's no acci-
nt that the show
ds with an audience
tears of laughter and
atitude.” Los Ange-
es Times

hitp:/
www.kateclinton.com/

rave reviews and then
moved to New York where
it enjoyed a 3-month,
held-over run off-Broad-
way. Throughout 1996,
Kate’s one-woman show,
All Het Up, toured cities
across the country.

Other career highlights
include appearances on
Comedy Central, Good
Morning America,
Nightline, CNN, C-Span,
Entertainment Tonight,
and hosting In The Life,
and The World According

To Us. Kate also partici-

"When | hear music, | fear

no danger. | aminvulner-

able. | see no foe. | am

related to the earliest

times, and to the latest."
-- H. D. Thoreau

"Music is a moral law. It
gives a soul to the uni-
verse, wings to the mind,
flight to the imagination,
a charm to sadness, gai-
ety and life to everything.
It is the essence of order,
and leads to all that is
good, just and beautiful,
of which it is the invisible,
but nevertheless, daz-
zling, passionate, and

eternal form." -- Plato

My Childhood:

| grew up in Dedham
Massachusetts where
creativity was illegal and
allchildrenwere g .2 @
properly stifled
and repressed
Despite the limi
tations placed
on our self-ex
pression, we
managed toen-
joy each other's

burning.
member, in 4th
grade, a class-
mate was over
heard using the
word Boob.
From then on, |
any book that ¢
contained the
letter 'B' was
considered blas

they're the Beatles. Any-
one that dislikes the
Beatles is clearly stupid
and should be mocked
thoroughly.

e

phemous and
burned.

Ernie Lijoi

Musical Influences:

As stated before, Stephen
Sondheim. He is a mas-
ter of combining lyrics,
timing and texture in such
a manner that a performer
cannot help but be emo-
tionally involved while per-
forming his material. The
Beatles are also high on
my list. But then again,
whose list AREN'T they

| also love a lot of the old

standards: Porter,
Gershwin, Loesser, and
Berlin. The drama queen
in me likes to put a gar-
denia in my hair and lip
synch to Billie Holiday. But
that might be more infor-
mation than you want to
know. Then there is U2,
Sting, REM... what can |
say?

http://members.aol.com/guineahear/ErnieBio.html

"During an interview with
Ernie | mentioned a com-
ment a friend had made
to me about his music: "I
don't get it. If he's a gay
artist, then why doesn't he
use the word gay or queer
in any of his songs?"
Ernie's opinion of that kind
of reaction- "Well, I'm Ital-
ian too, but | didn't use the
words guinea or wop ei-
ther". In many of the
queer recordings I've lis-
tened to the words "gay"
"lesbian" and "queer" are
overused. Lijoi doesn't
make this mistake. Any-
one listening to the song
"Chandler Street" will be
quite sure of the singer's
orientation as he talks
about the building where
he lives. We are all more
than our sexuality, and
Lijoi makes that perfectly
clear. The song "How
Was England?" is a bitter
sweet remembrance of a
friend lost in the Pan Am
crash of 1988 in
Lockerbie Scotland. The
track "Carried Away" is a
tribute to the artists who
have influenced Lijoi, and
to the entire creative pro-
cess. Being a gay man, it's
no surprise that you'll
find tunes like "Pride" and
"Heal Me" among the
tracks on his CD.

Source: Out And About
Radio's Dave Callendar
http://www.outandabout.
on.ca
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French Canadian singer-
songwriter Lucie Blue
Tremblay has been mak-
ing magic in the U.S. and
Canada since 1986. She
uses the power of her
romantic balladry, the
charm of her very
personal, self-ac-
companied perfor-
mance, and her
passion for her bilin-
gual heritage to
weave a spell. And
the magic works be-
cause Lucie Blue
comes to her audi-
ence as a powerful
truth-teller, whose
gift is to share her
own honest human
experience through ¥
her music. .

Lucie Blue's self-

concert acoustic and syn-
thetic instruments, and,
as always, mixing French
and English selections. In
1992 Lucie Blue released
"Transformations", this
time with the help of

and Ray Obiedo (courtesy
of Windham Hill).

Lucie Blue's performing
credits include major
concerts around the world
such as Carnegie Hall in
New York City, Expo
92 in Seville, Spain,
Saint Malo, France
as well as perfor-
mances with James
Taylor and Randy
| Newman.

Lucie Blue
Tremblay's new CD
"I'm Ready" is a

powerful and di-
verse collection of
musical works
which contains both
live and studio cuts.
It is produced by
Daniel Loyer and
Lucie Blue Tremblay

titled debut album
"Lucie Blue
Tremblay" was voted

on a new label (Maggie

lucie Blue Trembla E] & Shanti Musique) in

Top Ten Album of

the Year by the Boston
Globe in 1986; her subse-
quent American tours and
laudatory reviews helped
build a loyal audience in
the United States. LBT's
second album
"Tendresse", continued a
tradition of diversity, using
cuts from studio and
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producer Teresa Trull,
Daniel Loyer, leading
Canadian musician pro-
ducer- including Vicki
Randle (courtesy of the
Brandford Marsalis
Tonight Show Band), Paul
Davis, Bonnie Hayes,
Marc Russo (from Yellow
Jackets),Nina Gerber,

Montreal, Quebec.

Lucie Blue is gearing up
for the "Ready Tour" in
Canada, the US, Austra-
lia and New Zealand.
http://
www.luciebluetremblay.com

e

Kaleidscope
Continued from page 27

Continued From Page 25

This is because to suc-
ceed at all we have to try
one hundred times harder
than any man. Indeed, if
"necessity is the mother
of invention", then hard-
ship alone has created
many outstanding and
truly gifted 'wimmin'. As
lesbians, our feminine
spirit can life us higher
than, and far beyond the
role of victim. We may not
be privileged by society's
standards, but as
‘wimmin' loving 'wimmin'
we are privileged beyond
belief. Finally, Interna-
tional Women's Day can
be a unique opportunity

to truly celebrate what
and who we are, as
'‘wimmin', in a still pre-
dominantly male-privi-
leged world.

TRMCC is advertised as
a safe place reaching out
to all people but especially
the marginalized and is
centered on the LGBT
community. The main fo-
cus is to provide this
group with its own spiri-
tual community. It does
not discriminate. The
church was originally con-
ceived as a place where
all Christians could cel-
ebrate their spirituality
and sexuality and to offer
a bridge for those already
belonging to other de-
nominations - hence the
opportunity for dual mem-
bership. It is a place
where everyone is free to
worship.

It is hoped that the
church may go on to pro-
vide other services to the
community using the skills
and talents of people
within the church. Some
services may be discus-
sion groups on women's
relationships, men's rela-
tionships, families and
singles issues all with a
Christian and ethical ba-
sis.

I BELIEVE THAT GLBT
PEOPLE ARE VERY
SJPIRITUAL IN THEM-
JELVES. HOWEVER, BE-
CAUSE OF MUCH OF
THE SPIRITUAL ABUJSE
OUR PEOPLE HAVE EX-
PERIENCED AT THE

HANDS TO THE LEAD-
ERS OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH, WE SUFFER.
THERE IS MUCH SPIRI-
TUAL ABUSE IN OUR
COMMUNITY AND IT
WAS NOT BEING AD-
DRESSED. IT WAS NEC-
ESSARY FOR THE TIME-
LESS MESSAGE OF GOD'S
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
TO BE SHARED HERE.
THE MESSAGE OF FOR-
GIVENESS, OF DIGNITY,
OF BELONGING IS FOR
us 100!

The Rainbow Metropoli-
tan Community Church
meets Sundays at 7:00
p.m. at St. Matthias
Church 171 Kortright Rd.
(corner of Kortright and
Edinburgh) Guelph.

Contact: TRMCC
by phone at: (519) -
L

by mail at :
P.0. Box
Stone Road Mall
Guelph, On.
N1G 4T4
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A banker is a person who
lends you their umbrella
when the sun is shining
and wants it back the
minute it begins to rain.

An economist is an ex-
pert who will know tomor-
row why the things he pre-
dicted yesterday didn't
happen today.

A statistician is some-
one who is good with
numbers but lacks the
personality to be an ac-
countant.

An actuary is someone
who brings a fake bomb
on a plane, because that
decreases the chances
that there will be another
bomb on the plane.

A programmer is some-
one who solves a problem
you didn't know you had
in a way you don't under-
stand.

A mathematician is a
blind man in a dark room
looking for a black cat
which isn't there.

A topologist is a man
who doesn't know the dif-
ference between a coffee
‘%and a doughnut.

A lawyer is a person who
writes a 10,000 word
document and calls it a
"brief."

A psychologist is a per-
son who watches every-
one else when a beauti-
ful girl enters the room.

A professor is one who
talks in someone else's

sleep.

A schoolteacher is a disil-
lusioned person who
used to think she liked
children.

A consultant is someone
who takes the watch off
your wrist and tells you
the time.

A diplomat is someone
who can tell you to go to
hellin such a way that you
will look forward to the
trip.

A writer is someone who
is determined to tell you
something whether you
want to know it or not.
The writer wants to clearly
tell you what they think
you need to know in
words that you won't un-

derstand. /
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How can it be "unsea-
sonably cold" in winter?

| went there, but there
was no there there.

Why do they report
power outages on TV?

Did you know that "verb"
is a noun?

I walked in a bar the other
day and ordered a double.
The bartender brings out
a guy who looks just like
me.

A donkey had an 1Q of
186. He had no friends
at all though. Even in the
animal kingdom, nobody
likes a smart-ass.

Did you hear about the
two blond thieves that
stole a calendar? They
each got 6 months.

My partner chewed me
out at the company pic-
nic a while back. "Doesn't
it embarrass you that
people have seen you go
up to the buffet table five
times???"

"Not a bit," | replied. "l just
tell them I'm filling up the
plate for you!"

YOU KNOW YOU LIVE IN
JYDNEY, WHEN....

Co-workers tell you they have eight
body piercings each but not one can be
seen.

ﬁ You make over $100,000 per year
and still can't afford a house.

®= You never bother looking at the train
schedule because you know the drivers
have never seen it.

7% You've been to more than one baby
shower that has no father, two mothers

and a sperm donor.

—

“ " You have a very strong opinion
about where your coffee beans are
grown, and you can taste the difference
between Sumatran and Ethiopian.

aYou catch a bus and are shocked at
two people carrying on a conversationin
English.

¥ A man walks on the bus in full
leather regalia and crotchless
chaps....You don't notice.

A really great parking space can
" move you to tears.

™ You are thinking of taking an adult
class and can't decide between Yoga,
Aroma Therapy, conversational Manda-
rin or a building your own website class.

"You know you're getting older when
your knees buckle and your belt won't."

"What scares me most about the con-
cept of Good Old Days is that someday,
these will be the Good Old Days."

"A Michigan Graduate was suffering
from constipation, so his doctor pre-
scribed suppositories. A week later the
grad complained to the doctor that they
didn't produce the desired results. "Have
you been taking them regularly?"
the doctor asked."

"What do you think I've been doing," the
grad said, "shoving them up my ass?"

Fer sell cheep: IBM spel chekker.
Wurks grate.

that the Hush button
for the toilet is not



Early Embraces :

True-Life Stories of
Women Describing
Their First Lesbian Ex-
perience by Lindsey EI-
der (Editor)

Review:

This collection of real-life
first-person stories by
‘women from around the
country describing their
first sexual experience
with another woman
sparkles with laughter,

awkward moments, and
plenty of hot sex. These
sometimes naughty,

sometimes nice stories
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take a tantalizing and illu-
minating peek at just how
lesbians begin the pro-
cess of exploring their
sexuality. Occasionally
poignant, sometimes
funny, always unflinch-
ingly real, Early Embraces
is an original collection
not to be missed.

The Lesbian Sex Book
by Wendy Caster, Julie
May (lllustrator)
Paperback - 191 pages 1
Ed edition (May 1993)
Alyson Pubns; ISBN:
1555832113

Synopsis: An illustrated
guide to lesbian sex deals
with such practices as

cunnilingus, masturba-

tion, and penetration, as
well as intimacy,
nonmonogamy, health,
and political correctness.
Original.

The Columbia Anthol-
ogy of Gay Literature :
Readings from Western
Antiquity to the Present
Day (Between Men-Be-
tween Women: Lesbian
and Gay Studies) by
Byrne R. S. Fone (Editor)

Hardcover - 912 pages
(June 1998) Columbia
Univ Pr;

ISBN: 0231096704

Poor Super Man
NeWest Press
1995
Review:
by Clayton Chrusch

In one scene of Brad
Fraser's play, Poor Super
Man, David, the main
character, allows his lover
Matt to penetrate him.
This scene has an un-
apologetic, honest, and
graphic depiction of gay
sexuality; it has ribald
humour; but it also has
tenderness and some-
thing almost sentimental
in the symbolic meaning
of this scene- which is
that David finally allows
another person to pen-
etrate his emotional bar-
riers. This unlikely juxta-
position of elements char-
acterizes the whole play.

David is a hugely suc-
cessful painter, of "chil-
dren on meathooks and
tattooed erect penises,"
whose success and se-
clusion cause a creative
drought. He decides to
return to his previous job
of waiting tables in order
to, "meet people. Over-
hear things. See new
faces." This plan works.
He meets Matt who be-
comes his muse and
lover. Unfortunately Matt
is married to Violet and
furthermore Matt passion-
ately maintains that he is
straight. As this inevitable
conflict plays out, David
must also witness the dis-

with the emotionally

psecylogrqiegsal

sexual roommate Shan-
non. (I really like Shan-
he seems to me a
klnd of Teiresias, an all-
solution of his friendship
knowing prophet not

wholly male nor female,
who can see the spirits of
the dead.)

The plot is convincing
and moves along quickly.
We learn that David has
a history of falling for
straight guys who inevita-
bly leave him for women.
We learn that Kryla has a
habit of leaving men "be-
fore it gets messy." Every-
one has a neurosis to get
over, a childhood story
line that they keep play-
ing out over and over
again. We begin to see
what the Superman and
comic book motifs repre-

sent.
The characters feel com-

fortable with the old order,
the world as they knew
itas children. Though
they are adults, they must
constantly continue the
uncertain and painful pro-
cess of growing up. In
the symbolic language of
the play, they must accept
Superman's death. It
would be negligent to dis-
cuss this play without talk-
ing about its language.
Characters speak in
short, witty, rapid-fire,
sentences, full of allu-
sions to pop culture. In-
stead of saying, "l have
bad news," David says, "I

have seen the face of hor-
ror and it is Betty Rubble."
Words change meaning
unexpectedly. At one
point Kryla says, "Anyway,
| was at this wine and
cheese at the Centre that
was too whiney and too
cheezy." The play plays
with words. The affec-
tionate parting greeting
which is, early on, "Love
ya. Mean it," unexpectedly
shifts in shape, suggest-
ing new meaning as the
play goes on. It becomes
the two person greeting,
"Loveya," reply: "Mean it,"
and later, "Mean ya,"
"Love it," and finally ends
as something that might
or might not be a rejected
plea to revive Kryla's
friendship with David,
"Love me," "Mean ya." It
would be interesting to
see what different actors
would make of this subtle
thread weaving through
the play.

Fraser does give us plenty
of action and narrative.
We also get character,
metaphor, and debate.
Not only does Fraser have
something to prove about
theater, he also has a
battle to fight against
homophobia and sexual

repression.

Clayton Chrusch is a
resident of Kitchener-
Waterloo.
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The Columbia Anthol-
ogy of Gay Literature:

Review:

It would be impossible to
compile a complete sur-
vey of gay male literature;
the very looseness of the
definition of "gay" (not to
mention the wealth of
possible material) would
overwhelm the project.
Despite that, Byrne R.S.
Fone has fashioned a
useful, intelligent, and
amazingly functional vol-
ume that traces gay male

themes from classical an-
tiquity to the present day.

Drawing on a variety of
traditions and cultures--
from ancient Greece to
modern Egypt, from the
Hebrew Bible to the Rus-
sian revolutionary Sergei
Esenin--Fone has re-
printed not only significant
texts, but has also sup-
plied readable, intelligent
introductions that illumi-
nate the subject. Most of
the material here, apart

from a short section on
Latin American and Cu-
ban writing, is steeped in
a Western European

tradition; the book never-
theless conjures a good
case for a gay sensibility-
-or rather a series of sen-
sibilities--that amazes,
alarms, and endures. --
Michael Bronski
Amazon.com
(www.amazon.com)

The Gay Canon: Great
Books Every Gay Man
Should Read by Robert
Drake

Review: There are
countless works of inter-
est to gay men in print
right now--anthologies,
novels, memoirs, and
more. It is a reflection of
progress that there is
such an openly recogniz-
able culture. Yet how to
make sense of the

choices offered? What do
gay men need to read?
What books have shaped
the gay heart, mind, and
soul?

The Gay Canon gives its
readers answers to these
questions. Not only does
it list the one hundred
great gay books that have
influenced writers and
continue to shape the gay
imagination, it also pro-
vides a deeper, more
comprehensive look at
the twenty-six most semi-
nal works, each of which
is followed by a series of
useful group discussion
questions. Reaching all
the way back to
Gilgamesh and continu-
ing through classics like
Leaves of Grass, Confes-
sions of a Mask, and The
Wild Boys, as well as
more recent books like
Borrowed Time, The Gay
Canon  consistently
avoids impenetrable aca-
demic literary criticism in
favor of a more popular in-
troduction for general
readers and book groups.

Words
Worth
Books

ALL CULTURAL STUDIES INCLUDING
GAY AND LESBIAN BOOKS
ON SALE 1IN MARCH

20 % OFF

100 King Street South, Uptown Waterloo
Open 9 to 9 weekdays, 9 to 6 Saturday,
12 to 5 Sunday - 884-2665
“WATERLOO’S FAVOURITE INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE”
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"GAY OLD GIRLS"
Review: by Rayne Jarvis

"Gay Old Girls," by Zsa
Zsa Gershick, is a unique
collection of personal les-
bian biographies. Not only
entertaining, but enlight-
ening as well, this book
takes us on a journey
back in time. In a series
of retold interviews a di-
verse group of
women, all over sixty |
years of age, remi-
nisce on their pasti®
sorrows and joys+
whilst living lesbians
lives: "But if you had
to keep it a secret es-
pecially if you were a
business person or profes-
sional upper middle class
you had to remain secre-
tive. you didn't make
friends with other people
very much. It was like liv-
ing in a harem, except in
a harem where the sultans
kept changing favorites.
And there's always plenty
to fight about in any rela-
tionship." (Valerie Taylor,
Lesbian novelist and
Quaker.)

These intimate portraits,
reaching out to both
younger and older read-
ers, give us a much
needed insight into a les-
bian history which, until
recent years, has been
woefully neglected. The
lives of these women
span a period in American
history from Depression
Days, through war and
post war years, to the

much changed world of
today.

For many of these
women their own truth, of
being gay-oriented in a
predominately straight
world, did not always
come easily or at a young
age. Although the words
they speak reveal to us
the vast changes that
have come to pass over

«= the years, we are
also made pain-
fully aware ofthe
distance yetto be
covered.

While reading
these accounts of

both happy and sad

times, we cannot avoid
seeing the pain and
loneliness now being
faced by many of these
lesbians, who are now
growing old in, whatis still,
mostly, a hostile hetero-
sexual world. "But what
I'm noticing is that be-
cause I'm older, people
tend to neuter me any-
way." (Suzanne Judith)
"...many people believe if
you're differently abled,
you obviously have no sex
life!" (Valerie Taylor)

What Zsa Zsa Gershick
has achieved here, in first
of all gaining the confi-
dence of these women--
many of them
"hypervigilant and ex-
ceedingly discreet" --and
then skillfully assembling
their stories, is truly rare
and wonderful.

Decidedly, "Gay Old
Girls," is "an important
and significant contribu-
tion to Lesbian heritage."
(Book Jacket) Most of all,
this book manages to
shine a light into our lives
today, by portraying how
we are at least no longer
considered by perverts.
We need to hear and re-
member our "herstory," so
that we can manage to
remain forever vigilant in
preventing the destruction
of whatever progress we
have made, even though
this may entail, for many
of us, many personal sac-
rifices along the way.
Nevertheless, realizing
and affirming the courage
of lesbians women in the
past, can give us a great
us a great deal of the
hope and inspiration that
we so preciously need for
the future. undoubtedly,
what would help to make
this future brighter would
be, if today, books such as
this would be read, not
only by the LGBT commu-
nity, but the straight com-
munity as well. "Gay Old
Girls," is definitely an ex-
cellent choice to recom-
mend to friends, regard-
less of whether they are
gay or straight.

"I WILL TELL yYou
SJOMETHINGABOUT
JTORIES. THEY ARENT
JUST ENTERTAINMENT.
DON'T BE FOOLED.
THEY ARE ALL WE
HAWVE." (Leslie Marmon Silko)

Rayne Jarvis is a resi-
dent of K-W.
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"YOUR JOY IS YOUR
JORROW UNMASKED"
—Gibran

In order to tap into and
be fully able to experience
joy we must first grieve
our losses,and our sor-
rows in life. Grieving our
sorrow opens us up and
creates room in our
hearts for us to feel and
experience joy. This is of-
ten an on-going process.

If you can cry then you
can laugh. Itis the expres-
sion and release of you
tears that will enable yo
to be just as expressivi
in other times with your
laughter.

Laughter is shared joy.

Joy is the hunger of ev-
ery human heart and soul.
It is a natural part of you
that life tends to encroach
upon. Find it, and identify
it within yourself and then
openly guard it.

Joy, unlike, bliss, can be
experienced even admist
turmoil and pain in your
life. Realizing the poten-
tial to feel joy is not de-
pendent upon any circum-
stance or person in your
life. Your joy depends only
upon your being open to
it.
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It is from the center of
your soul that your joy
rises up to enhance the
experience in any given
moment of what it is to be
whole: whole moments of
mentored mirrored magi-
cal mystery.

Joy is not the absence of
pain. Joy is the splendid
acceptance of pain. Mov-
ing through your pain will
bring you joy. Joy is
simple. Emotions are of-
ten mixed and difficult.
Life is complicated.

Joy is simple.

1A

Hope floats inside of ev-
ery human being who
chooses to be open to it.
Hope is as much a part
of one's existence as is
the blood rushing through
your veins. Hope floats
from the heart to the soul,
from the heart to the mind
and from the mind to the
soul and back to the
heart: throughtout your
body: hope: the blood of
hope is the circle of life.

Each of us is the embodi-
ment of our creator; in the
flesh. We are the arms
that can reach out to em-
brace each other. Soul
is the spirited seat of au-
thentic self.

Hope lives in your trust.
Hope lives in your faith. To
have an enduring hope
you must trust your faith
and have faith in your
placed trust.

Hope floats freely forag-
ing an ever growing light
of love that leaves in its
wake, in the shadows of
all of your doubts: your liv-
ing out of fear; your living
out of rage; your negative
ruminating; your living out
of any desperate search
for anything or everything
that you do not have or
possess. Hope sets us
free to live in what is.

_ Hope sets us free to live

in a way that allows you
to just be...and to feel a
contented happiness in
this being: just because:
because no matter what
your circumstance today,
you know how to tap into
that soul-place inside--the
ultimate gift to and source
of your life. Hope lives
there. Your hope awaits
you there---always!

Hope floats when you al-

low it to. Hope, like the
endless motion of water
that is never tired of flow-
ing, is a resevoir of kind-
ness and gentle love that
you can give to yourself
and to others.

Hope floats: just because
it can. Hope: just because
you can!
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519-334-3411

William Moorcroft was
first employed as a potter
by James Macintyre & Co.
Ltd., of Burslem in 1897.

He established the
Moorcroft pottery in 1913.
The company initially

-

used an impressed mark
"Moorcroft, Burslem" a
signature mark "W.

519-664-1663

Moorcroft." followed. The
majority of the art pottery
wares were hand thrown,
resulting in a great varia-
tion among similarly
styled pieces. Colour and
marks are keys to deter-
mining age. Walker,
William's son, continued
the business upon his

Adelphi Antiques

23 Ring Street East,
Conestogo, Ontario

We Bupy and Sell Antiques

Friday 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.

father's death and made
he same style wares.
"Moorcroft" with export
pieces also marked Mod-
ern pieces are marked
simply "Made in England".
Prices have steadily in-
creased over the years,
and still enjoy a very
strong market.

==
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Teletubbies Hubabaloo:

The Children's Television
"Conspiracy” One might
have thought that the im-
peachment trial had
ended with all the media
scrambling that took
place after the Associated
Press reported
that Jerry Falwell's
National Liberty
Journal had pub
lished "Parents
Alert: Tinky Winky
Comes Out of the
Closet," alleging
that the Teletubby
Tinky Winky is in
tentionally being;.
presented as a gay
role model. Out-
lets local and na-
tional scrambled
to cover the story
and get reaction
from LGBT organiza-
tions. The "Alert" included
such brazenly obvious
"gay clues" as:

"He is purple - the
* gay-pride color"

= "His antenna is
® shaped like a tri-

éngle the gay-pride sym-
bol"

Tinky Winky, who is
played by a male
with a male voice, carries
a red bag described by
Falwell as a "purse”
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# In a Washington

Post "editorial" (see
below), Ellen DeGeneres
is pictured alongside
Tinky Winky on a list of
"who's in, who's out."

(Note: Tinky's "In" not

"OU'[")

Falwell refer-
ring to a pop
culture "hot
list" as an

question. Among the cov-
erage of Tinky Winky's
outing, some highlights
were:

% ABCNews.com's In-

teractlve Tinky Winky,
that let you click on an
area of the Teletubby's
picture to find out what
Falwell objected to about
it.

The Washington
Post's Hanna Rosin open-
ing her column about the
controversy with "Maybe
it was the time Tinky

Winky gave that 'big hug'
to Dipsy. Or maybe it was
the time he “fell on his
back' if you catch the
drift." She also gets a
great quote from author
Andrew Sullivan involving
Bugs Bunny, Elmer Fudd,
Pinocchio, Boys' Town
and Batman and Robin.

»+ MSNBC.com had

“an unfortunately
titled story, "Falwell en-
dorses gay Teletubby
story" (as if the story didn't
originate with him), and a
poll asking "Do you think
Tinky Winky was created
to promote the homo-
sexual lifestyle?" After an
e-mail from GLAAD, the
poll changed "homo-
sexual lifestyle to "homo-
sexuality.”

= Fox News, titled
‘their  coverage
"Falwell: The Antichrist
May Not Be Jewish, But
The Purple Teletubby is
Definitely Gay," referring
to Falwell's apology last
week for a speech in
which he stated that the
Antichrist was alive, dis-
abled, in his 30s and Jew-

ish.

http:/www.glaad.org

(k Winky has b(h

fired by the BBC..

Well to be more accu-
rate, the actor inside the
suit (37 year old Dave Th-
ompson) has been given
the boot.

Due to "artistic differ-
ences", Dave has been
given the boot after 70
shows. Another actor will
replace him, but this is not
good enough. Remember
when Bungle was re-
placed in Rainbow??
Well.. Tinky Winky will not
be the same without
Dave..

Dave believes that it had

something to do with his
voice. His was the only one
of the Teletubbies to be
dubbed..

To protest against this in-
justice, write to:

Viewer and Listener
Correspondence
BBC Television
Villiers House
The Broadway
Ealing
London
W5 2PA

Email: Childrens BBC at

\Childrens@BBG.Co.UIj

"These are the photos
that the BBC didn't want
you to see. It seems as
though Tinky Winky was
there when JFK was shot!
And even more stagger-
ing, that Laa Laa was be-
hind Neil Armstrong when
he landed on the moon.
Judge for yourself!"

http:/www.netsoc.ucd.ie/
“raymo/secret.html

ﬂ/.\Lweu DENIES
PREVIOUS STATEMENTS

http://www.glaad.org
\ /

(February 16, 1999)

In a statement posted on
his personal web site
(http://www.falwell.com/),
the REVEREND JERRY
FALWELL NOW DENIES
making any comments
regarding the Teletubby
Tinky Winky's supposed
role modeling for the "ho-
mosexual lifestyle." The
statement reads: "Dr.
Falwell has never seen
the teletubbies' [sic] TV
program. Dr. Falwell has
never commented in any
way on the teletubbies. He
did not "out" Tinky Winky".
He then goes on to charge
that: "[t]his entire contro-
versy is the worst form of
yellow journalism....
clearly designed to ste-
reotype and damage Dr.

Falwell." THE ORIGINAL
ARTICLE, BY DAVID
REED OF ASSOCIATED
PRESS, REPORTED ON
A "PARENTS ALERT"
PUBLISHED IN DR.
FALWELL'S NATIONAL
LIBERTY JOURNAL, a
monthly newspaper,
which told parents that
Tinky Winky used lesbian
and gay symbols, thereby

making it a "role model."
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40,000
AT MELBOURNE PRIDE

Melbourne, Australia's
fourth gay-pride parade
attracted 40,000 people
to Fitzroy Street in the St.
Kilda neighborhood Feb.
1.

The two-kilometer pro-
cession -- sponsored by
the mayor and city of Port
Phillip, a government en-
tity that encompasses
several Melbourne neigh-
borhoods -- featured 85
contingents.

As is often the case in
America, the loudest ap-
plause went to Parents
and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays and to Dykes on
Bikes.

The gay rainbow flag flew
over St. Kilda Town Hall
all week.

NORWEGIAN LESBIAN
PRIEST REINSTATED

Norway's state Lutheran
church faces a possible
split after the bishop of
Hamar in the southeast of
the country reinstated a
lesbian priest who had
been barred from the pul-
pit after she married her

girlfriend under the
nation's gay-partnership
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law.

Siri Sunde was sus-
pended in 1997 because
church rules prohibit ordi-
nation for persons in gay
partnerships.

But Sunde's bishop,
Rosemarie Koehn, be-
lieves the ban is wrong
and sent Sunde back to
work.

"With the same justifica-
tion the church has used
to change its view in other
cases, it must change its
view about homosexual-
ity," Koehn said. "There is
not a theological basis for
excluding clergy for enter-

ing a partnership."

Sunde called Koehn's de-
cision "a victory for
Christ."

"It is the Holy Gospel and
love which have tri-
umphed today," she said.
"l am very relieved."

Norway's gay registered-
partnership law grants
every right of matrimony
except access to adop-
tion, artificial insemination

and church weddings.

COSTA RICAN BISHOP
CLEARED

The Roman Catholic
archbishop of San Jose,
Costa Rica, did not violate
a law that prohibits dis-
crimination based on
sexual orientation when
he denounced a planned
gay-pride festival last Au-
gust, a court ruled Feb. 6.

The gay group Pink Tri-
angle had sued Arch-
bishop Roman Arrieta for
saying officials should
block the event. Arrieta
could have been sen-
tenced to 60 days in jail.

FRENCH PROTEST GAY
PARTNERSHIPS

Tens of thousands of
people marched through
central Paris Jan. 31in
protest against a partner-
ship bill that grants un-
married couples -- gay
and straight, romantic or
not -- spousal rights in
areas such as inherit-
ance, housing, taxation,
workplace benefits, social
security and social-wel-
fare programs.

New Look...

D

L

QUEER RADIO

Same
Great Taste!

Fridays at 9:30 p.m.

Serving Your Community

www.outandabout.on.ca
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MATTHEW SHEPARD:
HIS PARENTS SPEAK

Judy and Dennis
Shepard, parents of Mat-
thew Shepard, recently
spoke for the first time in
the press about their son,
his murder, and the after-
math. They appeared on
Dateline NBC on Friday,
January 29, in an inter-
view with KatieCouric.
The Shepards, dignified
and soft-spoken, talked
about their son with love
and sorrow in a deeply
moving and respectful
way. Unfortunately, the
story itself was marred by
poor writing, talking about
how Laramie was no
place "to live a gay
lifestyle," and how Mat-
thew, while at the Univer-
sity of Wyoming, was not
one "to flaunt his sexual-
ity." But this did not de-
tract from the honest,
straightforward way in
which the Shepards
spoke about their son.

THE MARCH ISJJUE OF
VANITY FAIR MAGA-
ZINE features a long
piece on Matthew
Shepard and the events
and people surrounding
his murder. Entitled "The
Crucifixion of Matthew
Shepard," writer Melanie
Thernstrom talks to
Shepard's parents,
people who were
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Matthew's friends, those
who were friends with his
alleged assailants, and
the residents of Laramie.
Thernstrom has done an
enormous amount of per-
sonal research, and it is
obvious she spent a sig-
nificant amount of time in
the place where Matthew
lived and died. There are
choices that many may
argue with: Thernstrom's
discussion of Matthew's

depression, his health
and HIV status; and there
are those who would say

1976-1998

that these are as relevant
as the facts of his murder,
making him human and
whole instead of a one-
dimensional martyr.

GLAAD learned through
a spokesperson that the
Shepards have been up-
set at the response to

their appearance on Date-
line NBC, when they
learned that some mem-
bers of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
community felt that they
weren't "supportive"
enough of their son. How
can anyone know what
they have gone through,
and how can anyone
question their love? The
Shepards are starting a
foundation to do work in
the area of human rights:
one of these areas will in-
deed be for lesbian and
gay rights. Their willing-
ness to speak about Mat-
thew, and to begin to try
and further the work he
had sought to do in the fu-
ture is nothing but sup-
portive. We can only hope
that the community can
continue to do that work
as well, in the many ways
and venues there are to
do it in. -- GLAAD

I-MATTS MOM JOINS
CROSS-COUNTRY TREK

Judy Shepard has an-
nounced the "INTERNA-
TIONAL HIKE AGAINST
HATE AND VIOLENCE",
a 2,500 mile Alaska-to-
Laramie journey to begin
in June. The hike will take
a "Flame of Hope" from
Skagway, Alaska, on
June 3 to Laramie on Oct.
12, when a ceremony as

well as lighting of a per-
manent flame are
planned.

2-WYOMING KILLS
HATE CRIMES BILL FOR
YEAR

According to the Associ-

ated Press on February 3,
"four months after gay
college student Matthew
Shepard was beaten to
death, a move to pass a
hate crimes bill in Wyo-
ming was scuttled
Wednesday by a legisla-
tive committee. The com-
mittee killed two bills, and
supporters said that
ended their hopes for the
year. State lawmakers
have rejected similar
measures four times
since 1995."

3-GAY GROUP OP-
POSES DEATH PENALTY
FOR KILLERS

According to the Casper
Star-Tribune, "a national
gay rights organization
has condemned an Al-
bany County prosecutor's
decision to seek the death
penalty against two men
accused of killing a gay
University of Wyoming

student. The group,
Queer Watch, issued a
challenge to other gay
rights organizations to
take a similar stance
against capital punish-
ment in the high-profile
Case....In a telephone in-
terview Michael Petrelis,
a Queer Watch member

ﬁIED TO A WOODEN

Qanily Fair Magazine )

in San Francisco, de-
nounced the 'continuing
silence of prominent gay,
lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered organiza-
tions" about capital pun-
ishment. Putting anyone
to death for the murder of
Shepard is just as bar-
baric as tying the victim
to a fence post and leav-
ing him to die in sub-zero
temperatures,’ he said."

R R R R |
JOURCE FOR STORIES
1-2-3 WAS:
http://www.wiredstrategies.
com/shepard.html

More On Matthew
by A.J. Mahari

FENCE,TORTURED, AND
LEFT TO DIE, 21-YEAR-OLD
MATTHEW SHEPARD--A
BRIGHT, SENSITIVE FRESH-
MAN AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF WYOMING--HAS BE-
COME A NATIONAL SYM-
BOL OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST GAYS."

This is how Melanie
Thernstrom begins her
article entitled, "The Cru-
cifixion of Matthew
Shepard," in the March '99
issue of the magazine,
Vanity Fair, which is on
sale currently.

The article is very in-
depth and is 15 pages
long. It explores a lot
about Matthew, his life
and death, the town of
Larmie Wyoming and

looks more closely at the
lives of the two men ac-
cused of killing Matthew
Shepard, as well as the
issue of hate crime.

"MATTHEW HAD THE
POSTURE OF A VICTIM.'
JUDY SHEPARD SAYS

"WHEN HE WALKED
DOWN THE STREET HH
HAD THAT VICTI
WALK." -Vanity Fair

Melanie Thernstrom does
a very good job of bring-
ing to light many of the
issues that have not been
assembled and disas-
sembled for deeper un-
derstanding in any media
effort since Matthew was
murdered.

This picture appears on
the seventh page of the
article which also shows
the living room where one
of the accused Kkillers
lived. A strong message
perhaps to both "sides?"
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FRIENDSHIP-THE SOMETIMES OF ALWAYS

Sometimes people come
into your life and you
know right away that they
were meant to be
there...to serve some sort
of purpose, teach you a
lesson or help figure out
who you are or who you
want to become. You
never know who these
people may be but when
you lock eyes with them,
you know that every mo-
ment they will affect your
life in some profound way.

And sometimes things
happen to you at the time
that may seem horrible,
painful and unfair, but in
reflection you realize that
without overcoming those
obstacles you would have
never realized your poten-
tial, strength, will power or
heart.

Everything happens for a
reason. Nothing happens
by chance or by means of
good luck. lliness, injury,
love, lost moments of true
greatness and sheer stu-
pidity all occur to test the
Jlimits of your soul. With-
out these small tests, life
would be like a smoothly
paved, straight, flat road
to nowhere. Safe and
comfortable but dull and

utterly pointless. The
people you meet affect
your life.
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The successes and
downfalls that you expe-
rience can create who you
are, and the bad experi-
ences can be learned
from. In fact, they are
probably the most poi-
gnant and important
ones. If someone hurts
you, betrays you or breaks
your heart, forgive them

N\

4
/

J

because they have
helped you learn about
trust and the importance
of being cautious to whom
you open your heart to. If
someone loves you, love
them back uncondition-
ally, not only because they
love you, but because
they are teaching you to
love and open your heart
and eyes to little things.
Make every day count.
Appreciate every mo
ment and take from it

everything that you pos-
sibly can, for you may
never be able to experi-
ence it again. Talk to
people you have never
talked to before, and ac-
tually listen. Let yourself
fall in love, break free and
set your sights high. Hold
your head up because
you have every right to.
Tell yourself you are a
great individual and be-
lieve in yourself, for if you
don't believe in yourself,
no one else will believe
in you. Create your own
life and then go out and
live it. Please share this
with anyone who you be-
lieve has made a differ-
ence in your life! --Anon.

[Editor's Note: The title
was added and did not
appear with the original.]

"We can only learn to
love by loving."
--Iris Murdoch

"Love withers under con-
straint; its very essence is
liberty; it is compatible
neither with obedience,
jealousy, nor fear: it is
there most pure, perfect

and unlimited, where its

votaries live in confi-
dence, equality and re-
serve."

--Percy Bysshe Shelley




Councelling

Kathy Frey
HSC, ICADC, CUP

Addiction Councelling
Services

Individual - Group Work
Body Work

LGBT Relapse
Prevention
Specific Women's Issues|
Aftercare/Relapse
Prevention

Kitchener-Waterloo
& Area

NEW mIRC CHAT
CHANNEL ONLINE

Hey there everyone. |
just thought | would take
know that there is a new
channel in the midst of
being registered. The
channel name is #gaykw
and of course is for the
gay lesbian bi etc.. com-
munity in the tri-cities
area. For more informa-
tion contact Dave at:
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THE VOICE
WELCOMES YOUR
JUBMISSIONS

If you have a picture, a
story, an article, or a
poem that you'd like to
submit please write or
email us today!

The Voice Magazine
P.O. Box
RPO Eve!

Kitchener, Ontario
N2Mm 5P1
Email:

YOUR VOICE

We welcome Letters To

the Editor! %

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS!!

OUR ADVERTISERS
ARE SUPPORTING US!!

Personals
Hi !
| am a single 40ish les-
bian looking to meet
women for friendship and
who knows...maybe more
with the right person? My
interests include music,
movies, writing and read-

ing. Care to chat?

Reply to Ad # L-3

BUSINESS

NETWORKING

for the local LGBT
business community

MARCH 25, 1999
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m
22 King St. S.,
Lower Level
Uptown Waterloo
for more information:

Contact Darren at:
(519)

This is a no-charge event|
GUEST SPEAKER:
Gordon Husk

Topic: Dealing with
Difficult People

BACK ISSUES
NOW AVAILABLE!!!

Tose

OCT98 NOV '8
First Issue Mathew Shepard

DEC '98

Stories

To order your back copies today
send your cheque or money order to: THE VOICE
P.O. Box 24015
RPO EVERGREEN
KITCHENER, ONTARIO

N2M 5P1

Each issue will cost $5.00
(includes shipping & handling)

SERVICES OF UNION FOR

SAME-SEX COVUPLES

and other rites of passage

FIRST UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF WATERLOO
96 Dunbar Road South, Waterloo

742-0432
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