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is the absence of action
and involvement. Apathy
is about letting someone
else do it. Apathy is sit-
ting back: waiting: to see
whether, indeed some-
one else will do it, as op-
posed to getting involved
yourself.

the caring hard work
and involvement of its
members through ac-
tion.

Why do we allow this
listlessness to go on?

Are we unwilling to de-
fine our concerns and
meet the challenges that
developing community
entails?

Apathy is indifference.
Is this indifference sim-
ply a lack of concern, in-
terest and emotion; or
is it a lack of courage? Fear is a fertile
breeding ground for apathy.

What stops otherwise caring and
committed individuals from being in
action more in the service of their
community, of our community? What
are we waiting for?

Do we want to see a strong and vibrant
community here, in K-W, and in all ar-
eas of South Western Ontario, or are
we some how satisfied or okay with so
much happening from and in Toronto?

If we don't live in Toronto, does it not
then stand to reason that we have some
committment and various other reasons
why we live where we do? Doesn't
where you live matter enough to get
involved?

Overcoming fear and dealing with what
the world often slings our way is what
it takes to defeat apathy. Nothing in a
community, this one, or any other, can
be built on, or by, dreams and wishes:
NO. Community can only be built by

If so, why?

s wd Another challenge on
the road to working

through apathy is that of trying to see
the Gay and Lesbian (bi &
transgendered) segments of our
community find more effective ways to
come together and stay somewhat on
shared pages with open lines of com-
munication. No one person, or individual
group, or activity can necessarily service
the needs that span the diversity that
makes up our community. However,
without some effort to this end, the
consequences may be the supreme
reign of apathy and the continued and
considerable segregation of what could
be much more dynamic community.
Apathy can be defeated through joined
and more inclusive efforts, in action, de-
signed to work toward a common goal
of building and stengthening the infra-
structure of the various sub-cultures that
are our community.

This will not be accomplished by Gay
men alone, or by Lesbians alone, or
by bi's or transgendered alone, NO: it
will take our coming together and truly
embracing one another through all of
our differences and reaching beyond
our judgments, wounds and our fears.



Matthew Shepard
For: TIME'S MAN

OF THE YEAR?
by A.J. Mahari

While many of you have
likely already heard, Time
Magazine held an online
poll regarding who the
Internet community
thought should be their
"Man of the Year" (results
were announced Decem-
ber 20,). While there's no
clear indication how
much weight Time will
give to this poll, Matt, at
times did hold the lead.
People, on the internet
were encouraged to visit
the page and to vote for
Matthew Sheppard by
different web sites and
many messages to differ-
ent email lists. Matthew
Shepard's name was not
on the Time list of choices
but they did have a place
where you could vote for
anyone you wanted, listed
or not.

This is Time's description
of the "Man of the Year"
decision: "The countdown
has begun for TIME's
1998 Man of the Year

Each December since
1927, TIME has selected
the "Man of the Year," the
person who most shook
up our world during the
previous 12 months.
some cases, the choice
has been symbolic or in
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animate, such as "Endan-
gered Earth" in 1988 and
"American Women" in
1976. What headline
grabber should take the
prize this year? Monica
Lewinsky or Kenneth
Starr? The Internet or
Viagra? Saddam Hussein
or Alan Greenspan?"

Many across the internet
were debating the issue of
voting for Matthew
Shepard. Locally, in
Kitchener-Waterloo, Cam-
bridge and Guelph,
particpants of our local
email list had the follow-
ing to say about Matthew
Shepard and Time's "Man
Of The Year Poll™:
(Re-printed with the per-
mission of the authors of
the email posts)

"I have to put my 2cents
in here at this point. While
| found what happened to
Matthew Shepard to be
horrendous and appalling,
| find how we as North
Americans have reacted
to it even worse. How
many people have been
brutally murdered today
let alone in the last 12
months? Why have you
not nominated them as
Time's 1998 Man of the

Year? Yes, Matthew was
a gay man that was killed
because he was gay, but
what of the other gay men
and women that have
been killed for the same
reason this year? We
tend to take one news
item and blow it up to
point where the story be-
ing told is out shadowed
by the story of the story
being told. My question
to people is "how has the
killing of Matthew
Shepard 'shook up' our
world?"--Scott S.

Mandi then responded
to Scott by saying: "Time
for my two cents: | know
that people are killed ev-
ery year due to their
sexual orientation. 95% of
the time, it's not in the
news, or reported. When
it is, it should be talked
about, and people should
know why it's wrong. By
putting Matthew up for
man of the year award, it
shows that there is a sup-
port out thereof the queer
community, and the fact
that he is at number one
right now makes me feel
warm and safe inside. |
know that the harsh real-
ity is that maybe some of
the people who are vot-
ing are only doing so be-
cause it's popular to

support the queer com-
munity right now because
of the murder, but the
thing you forget is that by
having the opportunity to
vote, those who are sup-
portive of the community,
but too afraid to do any-
thing about it, are given a
shot at showing their sup-
port, no matter how small
it is. We can't condemn
people for acknowledging
only one of several mur-
ders. It's a start. Aware-
ness needs to start some-
where.

Scott then replied to
Mandi: "I am not con-
demning people for ac-
knowledging only one of
several murders; | am try-
ing to get people to think
about them. By asking,
"how has Matthew
Shepard's murder " shook
up" our world?" | hope
that people will stop and
think about it. | am ask-
ing people to think about
the issues involved before
you vote for Matthew
Shepard as Time's 1998
Man of the Year. Yes,
Awareness needs to start
somewhere, but it has to
continue on to the next
step for it to do any good.
We get hung up on the
issue that everyone is
talking about and nothing
further gets done.

My pointis, | feel for Mat-
thew Shepard and all the
people that cared for him,
and | do hope that this
tragedy will help to bring

light to the problems.
However, | would like to
acknowledge all that have
fallen before and those
that will fall over this is-
sue. ltis up to us to con-
tinually bring these issues
into the open and make
people think about them
all the time not just when
a person is killed over
them.

M, then added: "Well, it
gave us a martyr, where
we've neglected to notice
others before. It shook us
up as a community to feel
fear again, or renewed
fear. It reeks, to me, of
selective uprisings of
emotion. Think of the
case in oregon where a
lesbian and disabled man
were firebombed. Think
of the Bottoms' case in
the States. Think of
Brandon and think of the
endless number of crimes
against queerfolk. Mat-
thew Sheppard is a part
of that, but he is not rep-
resentative of it in the
least."

Dave Callandar, (of Out
And About Radio) who
sent the original mes-
sage to the email list to
inform its members about
the "Time Man of the
Year" poll responded with:
"I think a lot of people are
missing the bloody point
about nominating Mat-
thew Shephard for man of
the year. I'm quite well
aware that all of us face
homophobia everyday,

and that there is no rea-
son to martyr someone,
placing him above all
other queer folk. BUT....
Wouldn't it be nice for
ONCE to see a huge na-
tional magazine say that
they're story of the year
has to do with the inequal-
ity and hate we all face?
Wouldn't it be nice for
Time to say "Queer rights
and hate crimes against
gay people are THE ma-
jor story of 1998".

Here are some of the
other people, and STO-
RIES for that matter, that
are also nominated...
President Clinton, Monica
Lewinski, Saddam
Hussein, and VIAGRA.

I don't know about you,
but given a choice be-
tween Monica, Viagra,
and Mat Shepherd, | pick
the one that gets one of
our stories out in front

of mainstream culture. As
Harvey Fierstein is so fond
of saying "Visibility at any
cost"

Hans wrote: "l am in total
agreement with David.

| think the whole tragedy
discredited the religous
right, because many
straight people saw how
incredibly insensitive it
was of them to be protest-
ing with those horrible
signs at his funeral. He
was killed because he
was gay, would that not
make him representative
for hate crimes to some

'7"
extent? More on page 16
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December 7, 1998
To The Editor:

"I recently picked up my
first copy of "The Voeice".
It's good to see someone
from our community take
on such a project. Con-
gratulations on your will-
ingness and courage to
take on the challenge.

Let's face it; our
"citizenery" have not ex-
actly shown strong sup-
port for anything gay ori-
ented in our area. For
those who need convinc-
ing on this point consider
the apathetic turn out to
our "Pride Day;" if only
one tenth of our people
who travel to Toronto for
the Pride parade came
out for this day, there'd
be ten times the number
of people! Not yet con-
vinced? Consider the dis-
tinct lack of a safe meet-
ing place for lesbians,
gays, and bisexuals and

transgendered in our
community. Need we
wonder why "Homos" in
this area want out? For-
tunately, there are a few
like yourselves, who pick
up the slack and try to fill
the void. Let's hope the
support is there for you.
The very best of luck.

Despite the good inten-
tions, the choosing of the
name, THE VOICE must
be questioned! Surely no
one should doubt the
staff's ability to represent
or "speak for" the Com-
munity, unless they are
ready to try their hand at
such a venture. After all,
"Do not judge, lest ye be
judged." In good con-
science, the "lcons of the
issue" should be informed
that they have selected
the same name as a long-
standing booklet put out
by a Church in Cam-
bridge, a congregation far
from supportive of homo-

sexual issues...in fact
homophobic in its atti-
tudes towards us! A mat-
ter you may want to ad-
dress in a forthcoming
issue???

In closing, the interna-
tional scene is very impor-
tant, but circulars like this
one succeed only when
containing stories on
local issues. There are
enough such local issues
of interest to our people
to justify their inclusion in
your work. Hopefully this
will happen as your read-
ership grows.

Well, again, good luck!
With the mix of people in
our fairy town, you'll need
it.

Always hot-to-trot and
proud of it,
Sasha Servicemen

Voice Editor's Response:

Thank you for your letter
and your kind and encour-
aging words.

You make a lot of valid
points concerning what
one could call, the apathy
that exists within our com-
munity. Being so close to
a large city like Toronto is
one reason we have some

60f the challenges as a

community that we do. A
major part of what is lack-
ing here, for us, is at-
tributable, in part, to the
environment in which we
live. We live in a very con-
servative, "family values"
neck of the woods. I be-
lieve it is only our efforts
to community-build and
our willingness to be vis-
ible that can hope to
change the current cli-
mate prevalent in South

Western Ontario.

As for sharing the name,
The Voice, with the
Church you mention,
seems now each side,
each aspect of commu-
nity, is duly represented to
its members and that is as
it should be. In order for
all Voices to be heard each
must accept the other's

right to be and work to

achieve middle-ground.

Matthew Shepard

SEPARATE TRIALS,
AND DATES SET

Separate Trials in Gay
Attack Associated Press
December 10, 1998
LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP) --
The two men accused of
killing gay student Mat-
thew Shepard will be tried
separately, a judge ruled
Thursday. District Judge
Jeffrey Donnell gave no
reason for the decision
regarding Russell Arthur
Henderson and Aaron
James McKinney.

Prosecutors wanted a
single trial, claiming two
people accused of the
same crime should be
tried together. Defense at-
torneys opposed a com-
bined trial but would not
say why publicly.
Thursday's hearing was
closed to the public.

Henderson's trial was set
for March 22, McKinney's
for Aug. 9. The two are
accused of beating and
robbing Shepard on Oct.
7 and tying him

to a fence outside
Laramie. The University
of Wyoming student died
days later. Investigators
said he was targeted in

part because he was
gay.

The men's girlfriends are
charged with helping
them dispose of evi-
dence. Their trial dates
have not been set.

Death Penalty Sought

LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP) -
Prosecutors said Monday
they'll seek the death pen-
alty against the two men
accused in the beating
death of a gay University
of Wyoming student.
Aaron James McKinney
and Russell Arthur
Henderson, both 21, are
accused of luring Mat-
thew Shepard, also 21,
out of a downtown bar.
Police say the two robbed
and pistol-whipped the
105-pound freshman, tied
him to a log fence and

beat him into uncon-
sciousness. Shepard died
Oct. 12, five days later.
Shepard's murder
brought condemnation
from President Clinton,
who renewed a call to ex-
pand the federal hate
crimes law to include
crimes based on a
victim's sexual orienta-
tion, gender or disabil-

ity.

Two Women Deny
Role In Killing
Of Gay Student

By ROBERT W. BLACK
The Associated Press

LARAMIE, Wyo. -

The girlfriends of two men
charged in the beating
death of gay college stu-
dent Matthew Shepard
pleaded not guilty
Wednesday to helping the
men dispose of evidence.

Chasity Vera Pasley, 20,
and Kristen LeAnn Price,
19, both of Laramie, are
accused of helping to
dispose of bloody cloth-
ing that police say was
worn by Pasley's boy-
friend, Russell Arthur
Henderson, 21.

District Judge Jeffrey A.
Donnell did not set a trial
date for either woman.

Henderson and Aaron
James McKinney, 21,
both of Laramie, have
pleaded not guilty to first-
degree murder, kidnap-
ping, and aggravated rob-
bery and are awaiting trial.

Pasley and Price are
charged with being ac-
cessories-after-the-fact to
first-degree murder. The
charge carries a maxi-
mum penalty of three
years in prison and a fine

of $3,000.



SWISS MAN JAILED
FOR HIV TRANSMIS-
SION

A 51-year-old man in
Winterthur, Switzerland,
was jailed for three years
Nov. 9 for causing serious
bodily harm by passing
HIV to his girlfriend whom
he had not told he was
HIV-positive.

Prosecutors sought to
have the man jailed for 10
years but the defense ar-
gued successfully that he
had not acted with intent
to Kill.

Duluth News Tribune
Cabbie charged with sex
assault for the alleged
rape of a lesbian pas-
senger
By Chris Hamilton
and Matt Nelson,

News-Tribune staff writers

A former Duluth cab
driver faces two rape
charges after allegedly
sexually assaulting a fe-
male passenger last
month, in part because of
her sexual orientation.

Christopher Steven Ash,
25, of 419 N. 21st Ave.
W., was charged Thurs-
day with two counts of
third-degree sexual as-
sault in assault.

According to the criminal

complaint filed with the
charges, Ash picked up
the woman.

. The woman was ex-
tremely drunk and said
she wanted to go to the
Duluth Detoxification Cen-
ter.

On the way, Ash and the
woman struck up a con-
versation and talked
about both being in the
Navy. He asked her if she
was gay and the victim
told him she was homo-
sexual.

According to the criminal
complaint, the victim said
Ash then adopted a "nasty
tone of voice" and told her
"l knew the minute you
walked out the door; you
walk like a man."

The victim said she was
concerned by the tone
and began to feel
alarmed.

Ash is charged with one
count of third-degree
criminal sexual conduct
for allegedly raping the
woman; the second
charge alleges he knew or
had reason to know the
victim was mentally-im-
paired, mentally incapaci-
tated or physically help-
less. Both charges carry
a maximum sentence of
15 years and (U.S.)
$30,000 fine.

South Africa Woman
Slain by Neighbors:

For "Bringing Shame
On Neighborhood"

By DONALD G. McNEIL
Jr.,--New York Times Service
8. African woman slain for
having HIV

JOHANNESBURG, South Af-
rica - A volunteer working
to persuade South Afri-
cans not to discriminate
against HIV-infected
people was beaten to
death last week by her
neighbors, who accused
her of bringing shame on
their community by re-
vealing that she was HIV-
positive. The killing
scared other anti-AIDS
advocates and said it
proved what they have
said for years — although
three million South Afri-
cans are infected with the
virus that causes AIDS,
nearly all are afraid to ad-
mit it because of the hos-
tility they face.

The woman killed, Gugu
Dlamini, 36, a volunteer
field worker for the Na-
tional Association of
People Living With HIV/
AIDS went public on
World AIDS Day, Dec. 1.

South Africa has the
world's fastest-growing
AIDS epidemic. Up to 30
percent of adults there are
infected.

AUSTRALIAN AIDS
DEATHS DOWN 80%

The new AIDS drug
cocktails have reduced
AIDS deaths 80 percent
in Australia, says the Na-
tional Centre in HIV Epi-
demiology and Clinical
Research.

Researchers compared
statistics from 1990-93
with those from 1994-97.

During the same period,

the percentage of people
progressing from HIV-
positivity to full-blown
AIDS also dropped, by
about 50 percent.

Lesbian Poet in
Running to be Poet
Laureate

London England
Ursula (U A) Fanthorpe
shot from nowhere to be-
come a leading contender
for the post of Poet Lau-
reate - the Queen’s offi-
cial poet - when The
Guardian published her
poem for Prince Charles
on the occasion of his
50th birthday.

Originally a 66-1 outsider,
U A Fanthorpe saw the
odds on her shorten dra-
matically to 33-1 over-
night. She is currently a
16-1 contender. The
Royal Society of Litera-
ture will submit a list of
names to the Prime Min-
ister, who will make the fi-
nal choice early in the
New Year.

LESBIAN TEEN'S
HARD YEAR
Cincinnati Enquirer

The last year has been
difficult for Jennie Work-
man.

Ms. Workman, now 18,
was one of four gay, les-
bian or bisexual teens
featured in the Feb. 12
Enquirer.

She graduated from Sy-
camore High School in
June.

She has enrolled at the
University of Cincinnati
and is majoring in child
psychology.

She's still living at home
but plans to move to
Clifton early in 1999. She
calls the neighborhood
one of the few “gay-
friendly” place to live in the
Tristate. Ms. Workman
has a new girlfriend,
who's 18.

Ms. Workman's story told

about her attempted sui-
cide in ninth-grade. She
felt she had nothing to live
for because she would not
be accepted for being a
lesbian.

“I got some harassment
after the article was in the
paper, but most of the re-
sponse was really positive
said Ms. Workman, who
was involved in school-
based and city-wide sup-
port groups for gay teens.

Conference:
Ending Hate Violence
against Lesbians

and Gays

The Lesbian and Gay
Anti-Violence Project
(NSW, Australia) is host-
ing an international con-
ference, Ending Hate
Violence against Les-
bians and Gays, in
Sydney at the time of
the VI Gay Games in the
year 2002.

It is circulating a set of
draft proposals on the
purpose of the confer-
ence and key planning
matters. This draft pap-
er is designed to stimul-
ate ideas and provide a
focus for discussion
about the 2002 Confer-
ence. All responses and
ideas about how the
Sydney Host Committee
goes about achieving
what's in the discussion
paper would be most
helpful.

Responses will be rec-
eived up until 28 Feb-
ruary 1999. After which
time the Sydney Host
Committee will incorpor-
ate all feedback, where
possible, into the plan.
This document will then
form the basis of a stra-
tegic plan to begin the
process of planning for

the conference in 2002.

Continued on Page 27



There are statistics
which show that young
people who are gay com-
mit suicide very much
more frequently than
other young people.
There appear to be sev-
eral reasons for this.

Here we examine males
since male suicide rates
amongst gay youth are
significantly more preva-
lent than those for fe-
males.

Let us look at a typical
case. The individual youth
has identified that he is
different but maybe is
unwilling to admit it to
himself. At recess during
elementary school, the
sports and rough activity
that attracted the boys in
the class did not attract
him. Perhaps, there was
another boy to whom he
wanted to talk or per-
haps he preferred

towards this youth and
perhaps even start to call
him fag (in my day it was
faerie) and ostracize him
even more.

By the time the peer
group is so extremely im-
portant as in puberty, the
young boy is unable to
relate to his peers. If he
is in an environment at
home or at school where
it is unacceptable to be
different (Dad wants him
to excel at sports either
because he himself ex-
celled at those sports or
because he did not have
the opportunity to partici-
pate and is living through
his son) the boy may with-
draw and begin to believe
that he is not worthy.

He still may not even re-
alize he is gay but if he

does, he is scared to tell
anyone - it is his own se-
cret. Think of what this
does to the youngster. He
feels alone and afraid to
be himself. The best way
out is suicide. There is
one other alternative - to
hide from being different
for all it is worth.

Note that one of the con-
tributing factors to the
boy's dilemma is his in-
ability to communicate
with peers, parents, and
school authorities. How
often our society isolates
people but particularly
over homosexuality!
Those who censor books
and materials used in the
classroom often make it
difficult for the child to see
that there are acceptable
alternatives. The teacher
is effectively gagged.
Continued on Page 51

skipping rope or play-
ing with the girls.

The young lad may
not even realize what
is going on BUT he is
exhibiting the first
signs of being gay.
The other boys de-

Alternatives

Individual & Couple Counseiling
Groups and Workshops

v Survivors of Child & Adult Sexual Assault
v Sexual Orientation

v Body Image/Celebration

v Chronic Pain; Fibromyalgia

S
§
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& Marion Markham, ms.w.

3 (519) 741-5887

O

Box 29010, Frederick Plaza Postal Outiet
Kitchener, Ontasio N2H 656

velop an attitude
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On page A16 of The New
York Times, on December
30, 1998 there is a full
page ad with the headline:
"A Catholic Pledge to End
Violence against Gay
and Lesbian People."

There are six paragraphs
of text, followed by names
and locations of spon-
sors. Many of the ad
sponsors are priests and
nuns.

The ad quotes a 1986
Vatican statement:

"It is deplorable that
homosexual persons
have been and are the
object of violent malice
in speech and action.
Such treatment de-
serves condemnation
from the Church's pas-
tors wherever it oc-
curs.”

The ad also quotes a

1994 US Bishops' letter
protesting the "slow mo-
tion violence of discrimi-
nation."

The ad states: "Vio-
lence begins in our atti-
tudes and grows into
behaviors, which range
from ignoring to ridicul-
ing to attacking

gay and lesbian people.
We ask our bishops and
Church leaders to speak
boldly when the rights
of gay and lesbian
people are destroyed
and when they are ma-
ligned by politicians and
other religious leaders.”

The ad offers two web
pages :
www.nonviolence.org/
pcusa and
members.aol.com/
newwaysm

Deter D. Martel

Chartered Accountant

Kitchener, Ontario
Tel: (519) 741-1851 Fax: (519) 741-945]

Quotes to Ponder

"Fear of change causes
some persons to be com-
fortable in their misery,
secure in their mediocrity
and paralyzed in their
prejudice." -wiliam A. Ward

"Tears lift your boat off
the rocks, off dry ground,
carrying it down river to
some place new, some
place better." -Clarissa Pinkola
Estes

"Courage is the price
that life exacts for grant-
ing for peace. The soul
that knows it not, knows
no release from little
things." Amelia Earhart Putnam

"Do not be known as a
[person] of success; be
known as a [person] of
value." Albert Einstein

"The smallest act of
kindness is worth more
than the grandest inten-
tion." -Anon.

"In depth of winter, | fi-
nally learned that within
me there lay an invincible

summer." —-Albert Camus

"When you look into
the abyss, the abyss
also looks into you."

--Nietzche

"Life must be lived for-
wards, but it can only
be understood back-
wards." --Kierkegaard

11



Lesbian Pride

by Andrea Dworkin
Copyright © 1975, 1976 by

Andrea Dworkin-From work
"OUR BLOOD: PROPHECIES
AND DISCOURSES O N

SEXUAL POLITICS"

For me, being a lesbian
means three things --

First, it means that | love,

cherish, and respect
women in my mind, in my
heart, and in my soul. This
love of women is the soil
in which my life is rooted.
It is the soil of our com-
mon life together. My life
grows out of this soil. In
any other soil, | would die.
In whatever ways | am
strong, | am strong be-
cause of the power and
passion of this nurturant
love.

Second, being a lesbian
means to me that there is
an erotic passion and in-
timacy which comes of
touch and taste, a wild,
salty tenderness, a wet
sweet sweat, our breasts,
our mouths, our cunts,
our intertangled hairs, our
hands. | am speaking
here of asensual passion
as deep and mysterious
as the sea, as strong and

9.

still as the mountain, as
insistent and changing as
the wind.

Third, being a lesbian
means to me the memory
of the mother, remem-
bered in my ownbody,
sought for, desired,
found, and truly honored.
It means the memory of
the womb, when we were

one with our mothers, un-
til birth when we were torn
asunder. It means areturn
to that place inside, inside
her, inside ourselves, to
the tissues and mem-
branes, to the moisture
and blood.

There is a pride in the
nurturant love which is
our common ground, and
in the sensual love, and
in the memory of the
mother--and that pride
shines as bright as the
summer sun at noon.

That pride cannot be de-

graded. Those who would

degrade it are in the posi-
tion of throwing handfuls

of mud at the sun. Still it
shines, and those who
sling mud only dirty their
own hands.

Sometimes the sun is
covered by dense layers
of dark clouds. A person
looking up would swear
that there is no sun. But
still the sun shines. At
night, when there is no
light, still the sun shines.
During rain or hail or hur-
ricane or tornado, still the

sun shines.

Does the sun ask itself,
"Am | good? Am | worth-
while? Is there enough of
me?" No, it burns and it
shines. Does the sun ask
itself, "What does the
moon think of me? How
does Mars feel about me
today?" No, it burns, it
shines. Does the sun ask
itself, "Am | as big as
other suns in other galax-
ies?" No, it burns, it
shines.

In this country in the com-
ing years, | think that there
will be a terrible storm.
The skies will darken be-
yond all recognition.
Those who walk the
streets will walk them in

darkness. Those who are
in prisons and mental in-
stitutions will not see the

sky at all, only the dark out
of barred windows. Those
who are hungry and in
despair may not look up
at all. They will see the

darkness as it lies on the
ground in front of their
feet. Those who are
raped will see the dark-
ness as they look up into
the face of the rapist.
Those who are assaulted
and brutalized by mad-
men will stare intently into
the darkness to discern
who is moving toward
them at every moment. It
will be hard to remember,

as the storm is raging,

that still, even though we
cannot see it, the sun

shines. It will be hard to

remember that still, even
though we cannot see it,
the sun burns. We will try
to see it and we will try to
feel it, and we will forget
that it warms us still, that
if it were not there, burn-
ing, shining, this earth

would be a cold and deso-
late and barren place.

As long as we have life
and breath, no matter
how dark the earth around
us, that sun still burns, still
shines. There is no today
without it. There is no to-
morrow without it. There
was no yesterday without
it. That light is within us--
constant, warm, and heal-
ing. Remember it, sisters,
in the dark times to come.

Wenc)y Ponza
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Counsening Cenlre

Woman
by A.J. Mahari

you are:

heart,

soul,

nurture
grace, beauty,
wind & water
soft, seductive
sensuously
sweet;

alive,

learned,
effortless,
tireless,
perservering

Tel. (519) 741-1212
Fax (519) 741-8890
e-mail: BonzaW @aol.com

proud & strong
the music and
the lyrics to
life's splendid

TAKE BACK THE NIGHT

The Night and Danger
1979

© 1979, 1988, 1993
by Andrea Dworkin

"The Night and Danger"
was written as a Take
Back the Night speech. In
New Haven, Connecticut,
2000 women marched.
Street prostitutes joined
the March and old women
in old age homes came out
on balconies with lit
candles. In Old Dominion,
Virginia, blacks and
whites, women and men,
gays and straights, in the
hundreds, joined together
in the first political march
ever held in Old Dominion,
an oligarchal, conserva-
tive stronghold, as the
name suggests. People

marched fourteen miles,
as if they didn't want to
miss a footpath, under
threat of losing their jobs
and with the threat of po-
lice violence. In Calgary,
Canada, women were ar-
rested for demonstrating
without a permit, the
irony that a March is the
safest way (arrests not-
withstanding) for women
to go out at night lost on
the police but not on the
women. In Los Angeles,
California, the tail end
of a double line of
2000 women walking
on sidewalks was at-
tacked by men in cars.
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The Quotable Lesbian
Lesbian Activism:

"We are always in a po-
litical movement, but not
always in a political move-
ment phase of a political
culture" (Sarah Hoagland,
1996).

Lesbianism as
Resistance

"For a woman to be a les-
bian in a male-suprema-
cist, capitalist, misogynist,
racist, homophobic, impe-
rialist culture, such as that
of North America, is an
act of resistance" (Cheryl
Clarke, 1981)

Lesbian Chic:

"The recent flurry of ar-
ticles on hip lesbians isn't
about documentation...it's
about creation: building a
better lesbian, one palat-
able enough for main-
stream consumption...to
gain legitimacy and be
taken seriously in the
1990s, cultures outside
the mainstream must
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prove they are free of the
disruptive nature and
threatening intent of activ-
isms past..." (Judith
Schwartz, quoted in

Cragin, 1997)

Lesbian Feminism:

"Lesbian feminism pro-
ceeds from an analysis of
gender interests which
situates lesbians primarily
as women rather than ho-
mosexuals, thus distin-
guishing it from gay theory
which proceeds from an

analysis of sexual identity
and interests (a difference
noted by Eve Sedwick).
[Lesbian feminism] also

bases itself in the primacy
of identity, distinguishing
it further from queer
theory which lays primary
emphasis on actions and
performance." (Bonnie

Zimmerman, 1996).

Lesbian Feminists:

"Lesbians of the 70s, can
be divided into lesbian
feminists and feminist les-
bians. The former usually
‘came out' after being ex-
posed to feminism and
had a history of hetero-
sexuality. The latter were
usually lifelong or long-
time lesbians with little or
no heterosexual history,
who integrated feminism
into their identity. These

differing paths to lesbian-
ism were an important

factor behind the ideologi-
cal contests and the les-
bian civil wars of the 70s"
(Y. Retter, 1998).

"Lesbian feminists are the
bad girls who fail to love
the male frame of mind
that currently dominates
gay and lesbian studies"”

(Sheila Jeffreys, 1994).

Lesbian History:

"As a woman, as a les-
bian, as a Jew, much of
what | call history, others
will not. But answering
that challenge of exclu-
sion is the work of a life-
time" (Joan Nestle, 1987).

"Lesbian history is under-
researched and under-
theorized" (Martha
Vicinus, 1994).

Lesbian Invisibility:

"Between the time of
Sappho and the birth of
Natalie Clifford Barney
(between ca 613 bc and
1876 ad) lies a 'lesbian si-
lence' of twenty-four cen-
turies" (Bertha Harris In
Our Right To Love, 1978).
"Without a visual identity,
we have no community,
no support network, no
movement. Making

ourselves visible is a po-
litical act, making our-
selves visible is a con-

tinual process." (Joan E.

Biren in Visual

Communication, 1983).

Lesbian Persistence:

"Lesbian supression is
so strong that if it weren't
inherent in some, it would
have dissappeared [!]"

(Marilyn Frye, 1996).

Cultural Feminism-
Lesbianism:

"Cultural feminism repre-
sents a retreat from the
difficulties of political
struggle into the self-vali-
dation that community-
building offers. It further
substitutes the fantasy of
a united sisterhood for
political heory" (Alice
Echols, quoted in
Howard, 1997).

Intersections of
Oppression:

"The concept of the simul-
taneity of oppression is
still the crux of a Black
feminist understanding of
political reality...and is one
of the most significant
ideological contributions
of Black feminist thought"
(Barbara Smith, 1983,
XXXii).

"The modifier 'multiple’
refers not only to several,
simultaneous oppres-
sions, but to the multipli-
cative  relationships
among them as well"
(Deborah King, 1988, 47).

Queer Theory and
Politics:

"The wholesale embrac-
ing of theatrical metaphor
[in queer theory] denies
the historicity of all lesbian
roles, and their specific
meanings at different his-
torical times" (Martha
Vicinus, 1994)

Lesbians about Women:

"As a writer, | am not
defferential. Writing with-
out apology and without
trivializing the writing be-
cause one is a woman is
a major contribution" (An-
drea Dworkin, in Jenefsky,
Without Apology, 1998,
p.1)

About Lesbians:

"In Anglo-Saxon Coun-
tries it seems...that fe-
male homosexuality
means rather more than
Sapphic lyricism, since it
somehow acts as a stimu-
lus to the social and po-
litical organization of
women..." (Carl Jung in
Civilization in Transition,
1922).

WOMYN'S
READING CIRCLE

<3

o o TN 1
L
2

Beginning in January
of 1999, will meet once a
month. The night has yet
to be decided. Phone
743 for more in-
Jormation if you'd like to
come out and join us. We
will choose our reading
selections by concensus.

The Voice would
like to encourage
submissions from
lesbians. If you like
to write or have
anything you'd like
to express please
write to us!! Let's
get visible and be
heard!!
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While there was de-
bate, not only on our
local email list, there
was also much debate
across the internet, in
general, as to whether
or not Matthew Shepard
should be Time's "Man
of the Year.” The results
of the Time Poll were
announced on Sunday
December 20, 1998.
Here is the decision
that Time Magazine
made and why.

vgig/l Touch® _;lilz Shin vdctqztzss:i:e

“ a complete mythology of your internal universe”

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

SELF HELP

Uses simple mudras and holding patterns. For
those who want to take charge of their own

health. Includes the numerology of the points.

Course Instructor:

LEVEL 1 CERTIFICATION

Aniintro to the 5 element theory of medicine. How
emotions and attitudes relate to ifiness. Begin
Pulse diagnosis. You will have much opportunity
for both oral and hands-on exchange

Elaine Lane,sAa.csw. |,

crtfied S lnsrctor Jin Shin Jyusu®
cetfed hsructo HighTouch®

The Jin Shin Centre

"What a year. What a
week. While the House
was preparing to impeach
the President and Ameri-
can missiles were raining
upon lIrag, we were as-
sembling our traditional
year-end issue. The news
reinforced our decision,
which we had been wres-
tling with until the final
days, to choose as our
Men of the Year Bill
Clinton and his pursuer
Kenneth Starr, whose
shared obstinacy but radi-
cally different personali-
ties and values caused
them to become entwined
in a sullied embrace and
paired for history. The

year drew to a close the
way it had opened in
January, with events be-

ing driven by what these

two men had wrought.
For better or for worse, for
good or for ill. That has
always been a part of our
definition of Man or
Woman of the Year: the

(519) 579-3114

www.ecoville.com/jinshin

person or persons who

most affected the news
and our lives, for good or
forill, and embodied what
was important about the
year, for better or for
worse."
Walter Isaacson

TIME'S MANAGING EDITOR

Did Time's decision for
"Man of the Year" send any
message in terms of gay
and lesbian hopes to one
day matter more in the
main stream? Do you
think this indicates the
level to which the straight
world was effected by
Matthew's murder? Re-
lated or unrelated?
[Voice Editor]

We'd really like to
hear your answers to
these questions.

Let your voice be
heard. Share your
voice and opinions
with others in our
community.

Giving voice to your

thoughts and concerns
matters and gives you
an opportunity to feel
more a part of commu-
nity.

If you have an idea
and or question that
you'd like to see us
ask our community
please do write to us.

Write to us at:

THE VOICE
PO. Box |l
RPO Evergreen
Kitchener, Ont,

N2M 5P1

and we'll publish your
response.

Travel

Taking Care of Business in a Flash

Serving the Gay Communities of Kitchener,
Waterloo, Cambridge and Guelph

For Your Travel Needs Call Mark Today!
519-748-0850
email: tcbtravel@golden.net




HIS-STORY

The most obvious char-
acteristic of a bear is
understandibly his facial
fur. So, that is the most
logical place to begin.
Using a capital "B" to de-
note "BEAR", we have
added a sub-class char-
acterizing "beard type"
which combines a bear's
beard's length, thickness,
and overall "keptness”,
numbered from 0 to 9 and
defined in the following
way:

0 --Little/no beard, or in-
credibly sparse-- Such a
beard is the absolute
minimum that could ever
be classified as a beard.
We're talking 5-o'clock
shadow, here! And yes,
we are of the opinon that
the beardless can still find
company among the
ursines!

1-- VERY slight beard--
This is the kind of beard
that people have who
want to have a beard, but
can't grow one. Or some-
one who is contantly at
the 1-week phase.

2 - -Slight beard-- A beard
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kept VERY short at all
times, or thinned out.

3 --Thin beard-- A beard
in all respects but kept
thin and short.

4--Mostly full-- A beard
that is full except for a few
noticable bald spots, or
kept trimmed.

5 --Full beard-- A full
beard not generally
trimmed, though not
generally bushy. May
have a few bald spots on
inspection. Usually full
and roundish beards fall
into this category.

6--Very full-- A full beard,
not trimmed. May be
slightly bushy but very full.
Thick, full beards (moreso
than B5's) are B6's. B6's
beards also generally are
higher up on the cheeks
than B5's.

7--Longish/bushy beards-
- A full beard or slightly
thin beard with longish
fur. This beard is not
trimmed and does come
away from the chin.

8--Very Long Beards--

These beards are usually
very bushy and haven't
seen clippers for a very
long time.

9--Belt-buckle-grazing
long beards-- The proto-
type is ZZ Top. Need we
say more?

While beards can be an
observable trait of bears,
there are other things that
different people take into
consideration as to "what
makes up a bear", and
things that people like in
their bears. So, bearing
that in mind (pun in-
tended) there are other
criteria that can/should
optionally follow the "B"
designation.

The Natural Bears

Classification System

http://www.skepsis.com/
.glbo/bears/NBCS/

"The FUR factor": Some
bears are particularly
hairy about the rest of
their bodies, others IN-
CREDIBLY furry, yet oth-
ers though rightfully
bears, have little or no fur
on their chests, arms,
legs, back, butt, etc.

"The TALLNESS factor": To
describe bears that are
tall or short for their frame.

"The WEIGHT factor": For
those who perfer their
bears more or less fluffy.

"The CUB factor": For the
junior up and coming
bears.

"The GROPE factor": This
is the amount one likes to
be touched or pawed etc.

"The KINKY factor": for
those who dare.

"The ENDOWMENT factor":
sometimes a size queen's
gotta do.

"TheRUGGED/OUTDOOR
factor":

"The PECULIAR factor™:
Some idiosyncracies ---
no judgement made to
whether these are "good"
or "not so good."

In "The Bear Book:"
through their voices, you'll
learn about:

-bears and sexual iden-
tity

-gay male iconography
-sexual politics (gender,
class, and body image)
-mass media and the cur-
rent construciton of bears
-bears, power, and
glamor
-bears-as-image vs.
bears-as-attitude

The Bear Book : Read-
ings in the History and
Evolution of a Gay Male
Subculture by Les K.
Wright (Editor), Lee K.
Wright--From
Michelangelo's David to
Calvin Klein's hunks in
briefs, the cult of the
beautiful male body has

been at the heart of much

of gay culture. But there
is more to gay life than
buffed pecs and rippled
abs. Les Wright's The
Bear Book is a surprising
collection of sociological
and literary essays about
gay bears: hefty, bearded
men who look for the
same attributes in their
partners. The gay bear
phenomenon started
more than a decade ago-
-in response to AIDS,
some commentators note
here--and has become a
defining identity for many
gay men. The Bear Book
examines the range of
bear culture--bear maga-
zines, bear clubs, bear
Web sites--and in doing
so explores how gay male
culture in response to the

needs of its members
and to the broader cul-
ture.

The Bear Book
brings together an im-
pressive range of bear
viewpoints to explore
this unique social and cul-
tural phenomenon. On
the personal level, you
learn what beardom
means to different people
in their daily lives, and on
a broader level, its cultural
implications for not only
the gay community, but
also society as a whole.
As this book moves
across the wide spectrum
of bear identities, you
learn about the defining
forms of identity, the
significances of differ-
ences among masculin-
ities, and the shapings of
the bear movement.

"http://www.tiac.net/users/
codybear/bea rbook.htm"

The Bear Book

is the first compilation of
sociological and cultural
analytical investigations
of the contemporary gay
bear phenomenon. To this
end, Editor Les Wright
brings together both ob-
jective and subjective
viewpoints to create a fo-
rum where bears can

speak for themselves.
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As a general rule, if you
are between the ages of
40 and 60, a figure equal
to 60-75% of your current
household income is a
good approximation of
what you will need for a
comfortable retirement.
Based on 1996 figures the
maximum amount of CPP
(Canada Pension Plan)
and OAS (Old Age Secu-
rity) that an individual
may receive was
$1,127.00/month. For
most individuals this
amount is not enough tak-
ing into consideration liv-
ing costs, health care ex-
penses, travel rental

costs or property tax.
As a result, one should
plan to supplement the
government plans with
company pension plans
and personal savings.

Immediate Tax Savings

RSP contributions are
tax deductible, which
means that every $1 you
contribute can generate a
tax refund of up to
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$0.50 (the exact amount
will depend on your mar-
ginal tax rate). A $5,000
contribution could save
you up to $2,500 in tax
savings or a refund. It
should be noted that the
maximum amount an in-
dividual can contribute is
18% of earned income
from the prior year, to a
maximum of $13,500.
Earned income includes
employment income,
rental income, self-em-
ployment income, royal-
ties and alimony or sepa-
ration payments received.
You can find out how
much you are entitled to
contribute by looking at
your Notice of Assess-
ment - this is the form you
get in the mail each year
after filing your tax return.

Maximize your
RRSP Contributions

If you are unable to maxi-
mize your RRSP contribu-
tion, you may want to con-

sider borrowing.

In most situations you will
be better off borrowing to
make your contribution
than not contributing at
all. You are not entitled to
claim a deduction for the
interest on your RRSP
loan; however, your con-
tribution grows tax-free. If
you have other invest-
ments (outside your
RRSP), you may be bet-
ter off to transfer a portion
of them to your RRSP
and then borrow to re-
place them. The interest

will be tax deductible.

Don’t Over-Contribute

If you over-contribute to
your RRSP (contribute
more into your RRSP than
the allowed maximum,

see above), a penalty of
1% of the excess amount
per month is charged.

On an over-contribution of
$10,000 the penalty is
$100/month. You are al-
lowed to over contribute

by $2,000 without penalty,
but, you are not permitted

to claim a deduction for
this amount but it will
grow tax-free. When you
withdraw the $2,000 from
the RRSP, you will be
taxed regardless. How-
ever if you leave this
amount in your RRSP for
30 years, assuming you
are earning 10%, your
investment will be worth
nearly $35,000.

Spousal Income
Splitting Opportunities

This can be accom-
plished simply by contrib-
uting to your spouse’s
RRSP. You will be eligible
for the deduction, but your
spouse, being the annu-
itant, will pay the tax on
any withdrawals. Note:
Any withdrawals your
spouse makes from the
spousal RRSP will be
taxed in your hands if the
contributions were made
in the same year orin the
previous 2 years. To
avoid this attribution on
withdrawals, the with-
drawal will

first $5,000 will be taxed
in your hands. It should
be noted that same sex
couples are not eligible
for these benefits as Rev-
enue Canada does not
recognize same sex
couples.

In next month’s issue of
"The Voice, "The Basics of
Retirement Savings Plans
(Part 2) will feature infor-
mation on withdrawing

from your RRSP.

Get the Most Out of
Your Advertising!!

POWER WORDS
fo make your ad sell!

SALE: This word will al-
ways demand attention
regardless of how over-
used it may seem. A sale
means lower prices.
Lower prices mean a

unique buying opportunity.

FREE: This is one of the
most powerful words in
the world of commerce.
The idea of getting some-
thing for nothing is a ma-
jor motivating factor. It at-
tracts readers and builds

anticipation.

NEW: Everybodyis inter-
ested in something new
and exciting. The word
practically requires the
reader to keep reading.

BREAKTHROUGH:

This one’s used when in-
deed there is something
about what you are sell-
ing that represents a ma-
jor new idea or an adap-
tation of a new approach

to an old idea or product.

MIRACLE: People want
to believe in miracles: a
miracle solution, a
miracle product, a miracle
opportunity. The word will

Continued on page 22

have to wait
until the third
calendar year
after the last
contribution.
For example:
in 1997 you
last contrib-
uted $5,000
to your spou-
sal RRSP, in
1999 your
spouse with-
dr aws

Economical
Tax Services

Services Available:
 Bookkeeping
o Payroll

« GST/PST Remittances
» Income Tax Preparation

Darren Kregar

Phone: (519) 746-6500

Email: dkregar@istar.ca

Fax: (519) 884-0923

$7,000, the
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Internet Bank Would
Target Gays

By BILL KACZOR

¢ The Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP)
-- When banks refused to
finance his planned gay
and lesbian resort,
Steven Dunlap scrapped
that idea and decided to
start a financial institution
that would welcome ho-
mosexuals instead of
spurn them.

The resultis G&L
Bank -- the initials
stand for gay and
lesbian expected
to open here in
the spring pend-
ing final approval
from federal regu-
lators, said
Dunlap,
bank's chairman.

Not only would it be the
nation's only bank cater-
ing specifically to homo-
sexuals, it would be one
of the first operating pri-
marily via the Internet.

"The whole deal is to take
banking away from you
having to go to the bank
and let us bring the bank
to you," Dunlap said. He
envisions gays and lesbi-
ans as an entry market
but not the bank's sole
customer base.

The bank's Internet
site:http://www.g-lbank.com
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"Just like Federal Ex-
press is doing to overnight
delivery, | expect to be the
No. 1 brand name in the
Internet banking arena,"
Dunlap said. "You're
going to sort of forget, po-
tentially, what this G&L
stands for."

"The Internet now allows
us to deliver to this com-
munity without having
bricks and mortar,"
Dunlap said. "It actually
allows me to put a bank

FLILE SERVICE

the Banking for AWV Lifestyle

branch in every house
where there is a com-
puter."

Internet banking remains
in its infancy, however, so
G&L has had to do ex-
tensive research and de-
velopment. That effort
is headed by G. Kay
Griffith, G&L's president.
She had always been in-
terested in civil rights and
the opportunity to be part
of such a pioneering ef-
fort was too attractive to
pass up. The bank's 11-
member staff is almost
equally split between ho-
mosexuals and hetero-
sexuals.

POWER WORDS
Continued from page 21

perform miracles in your
ad copy.

CLOSEOUT: It gives you
a strong way of getting
across a bargain oppor-
tunity. This word has a
sense of urgency at-
tached to it that calls out
for action.

BARGAIN: It too says
that there is a price con-
cession that makes a
product or service appeal
to a very broad audience.
People love bargains.
And by linking your offer
to the word bargain, you
are establishing your
value as well as your
product features.

(From: December 1998,

SUCCESS, joseph Sugar=
man p. 85)

by KATHY KRISTOF

It's time to make some
wise moves that will save
you money in the new
year. Here are a half-
dozen ideas for a more

prosperous 1999.

1. Do an annual invest-
ment review. You don't
have to do this often, but
once a year investors
ought to take a look at the
individual stocks and mu-
tual funds in their portfo-
lios. If it's underpriced in
your estimation, it's time
to consider whether you
ought to buy more. If it's
overpriced, you ought to
consider whether the op-
portunities are better else-
where.

2. Set up an automatic
savings plan. Years ago,
people found it hard to
save regularly because
they found themselves
walking past a variety of
retail stores as they
headed to the bank to de-
posit their checks. Today,
there is no excuse. You
don't need to walk to the
bank. Almost every major
corporation allows you to
have your paycheck elec-
tronically deposited.

3. Review your insurance.
Over the past year, the
competitive pressures in
the insurance industry
have been increasing,
largely to the benefit of
consumers. Everything
from life insurance to
property and casualty
coverages are now being
offered at lower rates than
they were a year ago. In-
deed, some insurance
agents say that level-pre-
mium term life policies are
now selling for about half
what they cost a year
ago.

4. Knock down consumer
debt. Do you maintain bal-
ances on your credit
cards? If so, it's time to
figure out how to pay
them off. If you leave a
balance on a credit card
and pay only the minimum
amount due, you're likely
to pay for each item you
bought four to five times
before you're through.
That's a waste, so, here's
the plan: Go to

www.cardtrak.com and
see if there is a credit card
that invites balance trans-
fers at a lower rate of in-
terest than you're cur-
rently paying, if so, switch.

5. Consider a refinance.
If you have a home and a
mortgage, check your in-
terest rate. If it's over
about 7.5 percent, there's
a very good chance that
you can cut your costs by
refinancing. Interest rates
have dropped steadily
over the past year and
now hover around 7 per-
cent for a fixed-rate mort-
gage. Moreover, there are
a host of lenders who are
offering deals with no up-
front costs.

The one caveat on these
no-cost loans is that many
have prepayment penal-
ties, so if you think you'll
refinance again within five
years or so, make sure
you know what it will cost
you on the back-end.

6. Clean out your closets.
You, your spouse and kids
probably raked in a
bundle of goodies over
the holidays. So now is
the ideal time to make
some room. Besides, all
of those old clothes, toys,
shoes and other usable
items that you give away
might provide you with a
tidy tax deduction.

And, while you're at it,
scare up a manila enve-
lope and write 'charity re-
ceipts' in big, bold letters.
Then, every time you give
away some cash or
clothes, date the receipt
and put itin the envelope.
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This article originally
appeared in Nulli
Secundus, the Windsor
Law Magazine, Winter

1997/8

that there were a signifi-
cant number of lawyers
practising within the gay
and lesbian community in

ans in the absence of leg-
islative change...

It was my intention to

My practice is one
that is geared to
meet the legal needs
of the gay and les-
bian community in
the Kitchener-Water-
loo area. My pur-
pose in establishing
this practice this
summer was two-
fold. First, | wanted
to serve the day-to-
day needs of a group
of people whose
needs were appar-
ently not being met
by local practitioners.
Secondly, | hoped to
provide a positive
vehicle for social
change in a smaller
community outside
of Toronto.

| conducted re-

JEAN-PAUL PILON

operate a prac-
tice which would
welcome all of
the diversity of
the area's gay

Barrister and Solicitor, Notary Public and

A General Practice Law Firm

o Civil Litigation

o Wills, Estates, Powers of Attorney

o Human Rights Law
o HIVIssues
e Same Sex Issues

e Real Estate

lesbian
population. |
also hoped that
the practice
would provide a
much needed

central point of
reference within
the community.
To achieve
these goals | in-
stituted a sliding
fee structure to
attract to my

Legal Aid Accepted

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available

Free Initial Consultation

practice those
from all social
classes within

10 Regina Street North, Unit 3A

Wateyloo, Ontario, N2J 278

Phone: (519) 8855759 Fax: (519) 885-5695

the community.
| planned to ad-
vertise in a wide
range of publi-
cations so as to

search while com-

pleting my articles and bar
admission course in 1997
for the purpose of prepar-
ing a business plan for
this practice. Through

this research | determined
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Toronto but very few else-
where. | found this sur-
prising given the monu-
mental changes brought
about by Charter litigation,
which has expanded the
rights of gays and lesbi-

raise awareness
of my practice among as
many people as possible.
| also began collecting in-
formation on community

resources to provide to
my clients and others who

might need them.

7

My business idea was
well received by everyone
| approached. In particu-
lar, the bank manager
who approved my appli-
cation for financing indi-
cated that the bank rec-
ognized the reality of the
changing family unit.
Members of the bar and
other professionals in the
area were positive to the
idea and were extremely
helpful in assisting me
when | had questions or
required assistance.

| proceeded to open my
office in downtown Water-
loo in July of 1997 have
been very busy since

then.

My advertising campaign
in the straight press pro-
vided the expected num-
ber of clients however my
greatest success to date
has been in attracting
members of the gay and
lesbian target market to
the practice. At the out-
set | expected that it
would take years to de-
velop the practice within
the community. My adver-

tising in the gay and les-
bian press proved to be

phenomenally effective
and the impact of this ad-
vertising was immediate.

Despite my understand-
ing of the structure of the
community however | had
underestimated the
power of word-of-mouth
advertising. Speaking to
one person in many cases
launched a domino effect
leading to referrals to oth-
ers. | also had not real-
ized the extent to which
the community was under
serviced, even though
one of the reasons |
started the practice had
been to provide legal ser-
vices to an under serviced
group. | had underesti-
mated, for example, the
reluctance of members of
the community to reveal
the details of their per-
sonal relationships to
straight lawyers. Conse-
quently, | found that
members of the target
group were extremely re-
ceptive to the idea of a
gay and lesbian practice
in their community and lib-
erally provided referrals
generating a large num-
ber of new clients.

The practice also serves

the needs of those out-
side of the gay and les-
bian community and pro-
vides typical general prac-
tice services to the pub-
lic. The fear expressed by
several of my friends that
my straight clients would
bolt my practice when
they discovered the char-
acteristics of my core cli-
entele has proven un-
founded.

The ultimate goal of my
practice is to raise aware-
ness of gay and lesbian
issues in my larger com-
munity. Itis my hope that
by providing legal ser-
vices to the local gay and
lesbian community and
acting as a resource to
the various groups within
the community that my
practice will contribute to
an attitude of increased
understanding and toler-
ance in the community as
a whole.

Jean-Paul Pilon is a law-
yer practising in Waterloo.

Y
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by Marion Markham
The Coalition for Support
of Lesbian, Gay & Bi-
sexual Youth had its be-
ginnings in 1992-1993,
when a group of con-
cerned citizens began
meeting to explore ways
to support LGB youth in
Waterloo Region. Today,
the Coalition's member-
ship is made up of youth,
private counsellors, and
representatives from Wa-
terloo Region's Commu-
nity Health Department;
ACCKWA, (the Aids
Committee of Cambridge,
Kitchener, Waterloo and
Area); Waterloo District
School Board, Guidance
Heads; The Elementary
Teachers' Federation of
Ontario, Waterloo Region
Teachers' Local; and
Family and Children's
Servies of Waterloo Re-
gion.

The group came together
in response to concerns
raised by gay youth re-
garding the lack of ser-
vices designed to meet
their specific needs, and
a growing awarness on
the part of professionals
that youth of minority
sexual orientation faced
very unique struggles.
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Youth culture and families
and schools can all de-
mand a conformity at
times that can't be
achieved if one is lesbian
or gay. Too often this
leaves gay youth in the

closet, in isolation, or in

hostile environments. The
results can be devastat-

ing:

% the suicide rate for
lesbian and gay youth is
4 times or more greater
han for straight youth

complete suicide are gay
or lesbian (despite
common estimates that
homsexuals comprimise
only one tenth of the
population, and the fact
that many don't come out
until later in life.)

#= one third of street
youth in downtown
Toronto are lesbian or

gay

== 48% of street youth
in downtown Toronto are
from Southern Ontario
(stats are from S.A.S.-
Safe On the Streets)

The risk of HIV infection
is especially high for
young gay men, who may
not have access to appro-
priate information regard-
ing safe sex. Lesbian, gay
and bisexual youth are
also more likely to drop
out of school, leave home
early, and abuse sub-
stances because of the
hostile or homophobic
environments they are
exposed to.

The Coalition's focus has
largely been on public
education workshops for
people working with
youth, such as teachers,
guidance counsellors,
social service workers,
and other health care
professionals. It also
provides advocacy and
information to workers,
parents and youth who
ask for assistance. This
past fall, the Coalition be-
gan a networking group
for people working with
youth, and for peer advo-
cates in the schools.

Our most recent, and
possibly most exciting,
project is the launching of
a planning committee to
begin the planning of a

Continued on page 47

Future Voice Spot
light Features:

If you have a
agency, servic
group, or know of a
individual servin
our community that
you would like to se
featured in Th
Voice's "Spotlight”
Please write or call
us today!!!

(Contact informa
tion is on page 2)

Conference:

Ending Hate Violence

Against Lesbians
and Gays

Continued from page 9

The draft planning frame-
work for the conference is
at the 2002 conference
websiteat:http://
www.eagles.com.au~
avp/2002/

or can be dowloaded
directly as a 'word' file
from:
http://maya.eagles.bbs.
net.au/~avp/2002.plan
doc

Send comments on the
draft to the Lesbian and
Gay Anti-Violence
Project, PO Box L
Darlinghurst NSW 1300,
Australia; or email:

by 28 February 1999.

i

Tips of the Trade...
Courtesy of Kovels

To clean a gold leaf frame,
Irub the gold leaf with a
cloth that has been

Hipped in Onion Juice.

If the veneer on old fur-
Initure is just loose, make
a small slit in the wood,

519-664-1663

with the grain of the wood.
Use this as a way to ap-
ply the glue under the ve-
neer.

If the veneer is bubbled
up and loose, place a
piece of cardboard on the
wood and press with an
iron set at medium heat.
The heat should soften
the glue and you will be

velphi Antiques

23 Ring Street East,
Conestogo, Outario

e Buy and Sell Antiques

FFridap 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.

able to feel the wood give
a little. Press down and
weight the spot until the
glue has redried.

To remove the musty
smell from an old trunk,
put a bowl of freshly

ground coffee inside.

Happy New Year!
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Sunday

Rainbow Metropolitan Community
Church service To attend an LGBT-
friendly Community Church try the Rain-
bow MCC. Services take place each
Sunday at 7:00 p.m. at St. Matthias An-
glican, 171 Kortright Road, at the cor-
ner of Kortright and Edinburgh Road.
Call the Rainbow MCC at 519-{ .

Monday

Queer Static at the Trasheteria, every
Monday from 10:00 pm to 3:00 am. The
Trasheteria is located at 52 Macdonell
in Guelph. This is a lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender friendly event, spon-
sored by Guelph Queer Equality and the
Trasheteria. No cover, a $2 donations

is suggested. Contact GQE at:

I o+ more information

Tuesday
Guelph Queer Equality (GQE) meets ev-
ery Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in
UC536, the University Centre's Mature
Student Lounge at the University of
Guelph. Contact GQE at:

I o' details.
Wednesday

Wednesday Pride at the Spiral Club, an
evening for the queer positive,
transgendered, lesbian and gay commu-
nity. Spiral Club is at 122 Woolwich St.,
Guelph, IR
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Wednesday

Hamilton Coming Out Proud Discussion
Group We meet every first and third
Wednesday of each month. Meetings
start at 6:30 pm at Gomorrah's. Call us
for more details: 905- || or to!l-
free 1-888-HEB. or email

ACCKWA Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
Youth Discussion Group: A group for
people aged 16-25, sponsored by

ACCKWA and held in Waterloo, 7:00-
9:00 pm. To join, or for more informa-

tion, call Rob Gascho at (519) ||

GLOW Coming Qut Discussion Group
explores issues in sexual orientation;
Hagey Hall Rms. 373/378, University
of Waterloo, 7:30-9:00 pm. Lesbians,
gay men, bisexuals, transgendered
people, and those questioning their
sexuality are welcome.

Information: [N

Topics For Both Groups To Be Announced
at this month's meetings

GLOWNight: a social evening in Hagey
Hall Rms. 373/378, University of
Waterloo, 9:00-11:00 pm. Everyone is
welcome. Meet old friends, and make
new ones.

GLOW's Second Discussion Group
also meets in Hagey Hall Rms. 373 &
378, University of Waterloo, 7:30-9:00

)

FOR A NIGHT OF MARTINIS, CIGARS
SWING, JAZZ - ACID JAZZ & BLUES . . .

FIRST WEDNESDAY of EVERY MONTH

Get acquainted with the . . .

The Cherry Poppin' Daddies, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy,

Brian Setzer Orchestra, Johnny Favourite Swing Orchestra,
The Big 8ix, Flying Neutrions, Steve Lucky and the Rumba Bums,
Red & the Red Hots, Crescent City Maulers, Benny Goodman,
Glen Miller, Big Joe Turner, Cab Calloway, Woody Herman,
Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Count Bassie, Big Rude Jake,

Diana Krull, Indigo Swing, Blues Jumpers,

sRed Hot Skillet Lickers, Gene Krupa with Irene Day,
ings, Billie Holliday, Ella Fitzgerald, Janis Joplin,

fffny Smith, Shirley Horn

and more!

CLUB

RENAISSANCE
24 Charles St. W.,

Downtown Kitchener
Info Line: (519) 570-2406
Website: http://web.idirect.com/~clubren
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Swimming

KW Aquatics Club (KWAC) swims three
times a week swims at the Waterloo
Recreation Center Swimplex on Father
David Bauer Road in Waterloo. We are
open to swimmers at all levels and of all
orientations. There is a small entrance
fee each time you swim; join us after-
wards for some refreshments too. Tele-
phone Mark at 747-JJJjjj for more infor-
mation.

Running

KW Front Runners is a running and
walking group. Telephone Mark at

747 or Peter at 741l for de-

tails.

JANUARY EVENTS

Friday January 15

PFLAG (Parents, Family and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) meet at 8:00 pm.
PFLAG is a support group for people
who are learning to understand and
come to terms with the sexual orienta-
tion of family members or friends in a
confidential and supportive atmosphere.
For the location of the meeting and more
information, call Evie at 742-
(Kitchener) or Sue at (519) 650- 1l
(Cambridge) or email them at

JANUARY EVENTS Continued
Tuesday January 26

Homecoming: Living Fully As A Gay,
Lesbian or Bisexual Person, an educa-
tional support group for men and women
over 25, who are facing the challenge
of defining and embracing their sexual
identity.

Included for discussion:

-Complexities Surrounding Sexual

Orientation
-Toxic Nature of Homophobia
-Impact of Shame on Identity, Sexual

Expression and Relationships
-Coming Out Process: An Individual

Journey
-The Risks and Benefits of Coming Out
-The Effects of the Chronic Suppression

of Feelings
-Organizing Lives Without Sexual,

Legal or Religious Support
-Creating Meaningful Relationships

Without Role Models
Winter 1999: January 26 to April 6
(March 26 excluded)

Cost is $120.00
(10 sessions, Tuesdays 7-9pm)

For more information call Judy-Lee or

Debbie at Interfaith at 743l

Distress Line- (519) 745-1166

Lesbian/Gay/Bi-sexual Youth Line:
1-800-268-YOUTH

Two Spirited People of First Nations:
Toronto-416-944-9300

AIDS Hotline: Ontario Ministry of Health
1-800-668-2437

ACCKWA (The Aids Committee of Cam-
bridge, K-W and Area) 85 Frederick St.
E., Kitchener, Ont., (519) 570-3687

ACGWC (Aids Committee of Guelph
and Wellingon County) 204-85 Norfolk
Street, Guelph Ont., (519) 763-2255

AWARE K-W: A Christian gay-positive
group with roots in the Christian
Refomed Church, meets every second
Sunday evening of each month. For
information call Gary Terpstra at
747-J or Fred Rolleman at 741- 1

Brethren Mennonite Council For Gays
and Lesbians, P.O. Box [
Eastwood Square, Kitchener, Ont,
N2H 6S9

COLLAGE: (Children of Lesbians and Gays

Everywhere) Provides education, support
and community on local and international

levels. 415 or contact
Sarah at

Women's Centers:

UofW (519) 888-4567 ext. 3457

Subtance Abuse: (Kit) (519) 741-3827

OUTIine: A support and resource
phone line for people dealing with
lesbian, gay, bissexual and
transgender issues at the University of
Guelph and the surrounding area.
Phone lines open every evening;
Sunday through Thursday,

7 to 10 pm and Friday and Saturday,
6 to 9 pm. Call (519) 836-4550 or
email outline@uoguelph.ca

web: http://www.uoguelph.ca/~outline

Sexual Assault Centers:
KW . i s saesioastionns (519)741-8633
Brantford...........ccccoevvvennnnns (519)751-1164

-619 IR

Guelph.....coeeeeencnininirieene (519)823-5806

Waterloo Region Alliance For Equal
Rights-Kitchener-(519) 743-5832

Woman Made Collective Show
CFRU 93.3 FM Airs Mondays 6-7pm

Women's Spin-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Wednesday Nights-6-8pm

Leaping Lesbians-- CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Thursday Nights-6-8pm

Nowhere To Hide--CKMS 100.3 FM
Airs Wednesday Nights-8-9pm

Fag Factory--CFRU 93.3 FM
Airs 2pm Thursdays

Queer's Kick Ass-CFRU 93.3
Airs Thursdays 11pm-1am

Out & About Queer Radio Friday at9:30pm
on CKWR 98.5 FM.
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In a world

full of choices

there is one

that shines

brighter than

the others’.

We make the
Internet simple.

Z\

gdlden

Golden Triangle On Line
No setup fes. Frae web browser and email software. 24 Hour Help Desk support.

10 megabytes of free space for your personal wabsite. Corporate accounts available.

Golden Triangla On Line, 276 King Street West, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 1B6.
Tolephone: 519-576-4649. « Toll-Free: 1-888-576-0077
internet: http://www.golden.net

M
"Oranges Are Not
The Only Fruit "
Director: Beeban Kidron
Cast: Geraldine McEwan,
Charlotte Coleman

A

Review: Adapted for BBC-
Tv by Jeanette Winterson
from her novel of the
same name Oranges
chronicles the coming-of-
age of a young British les-
bian, Jess (Geraldine
McEwan). In her turbulent
struggles with her domi-
neering evangelist mother
(Charlotte Coleman),
Jess grows up to be a
fiercly independent young
woman. This poignant
story features a marvel-
ous ensemble cast and
charming performances
from the two lead ac-
tresses. The film received
the Audience Award for

Best Feature in the 1990
San Franciso Interna-
tional Lesbian and

Gay Film Festival.

|dn|ght In The Garden
of Good and Evil-1997

Director: Clint Eastwood
Cast: Kevin Spacey, John
Cusack, Jack Thompson,
Alison Eastwood, The
Lady Chablis, Irma P. Hall,
Jude Law, Dorothy
Loudon

Review: With his most
ambitious film to date,
though not necessarily his
most accomplished, di-
rector Eastwood takes a
walk on the wild side--
Southern style--in bring-
ing John Berendt's best-
seller to the screen.
Eastwood wouldn't ex-
actly be at the top of the
list to helm a Southern
Gothic mystery-comedy,
but its theme of murder
and of its moral ambigu-
ity have found their way
in many of his best and
most recent films
(Unforgiven, A Perfect
World etc.) Based on a
true story, "Midnight In the

Garden of Good and Evil"

casts Cusack as John
Kelso, a New York writer
assigned to cover an ex-
clusive society party in
Savannah. Agendas
change, however, when
Jim Williams (Spacey),
the party's host, is ar-
rested that night for shoot-
ing his hustler boyfriend
(Law). Was it self-defense
or premeditated?
Eastwood is able to con-
vey the rythms of South-
ern culture and attitudes
with a leisurely tempo,
though at 154 minutes the
film is entirely too long...
Also of note are Thomp-
son as Williams' dedi-
cated and bulldog attor-
ney; Hall as a spirtualist
who may know more than
she lets on; and stealing
every scene she's in is
The Lady Chablis, a
transvestite playing her-
self who has undoubtedly
learned through years of
performing just how to
snare the spotlight.
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Bound
Director:Larry

Wachowski
Wachowski

& Andy

Cast: Jennifer Tilly, Gina
Gershon, Joe pantoliano

Review: A heart-pounding
thriller about two women
who try to cheat the Ma-
fia out of $2 million. Pul-
sating with sexual ten-
sion, Bound is a landmark
Hollywood film for its
depiction of the two gutsy
lesbian heroines: Jennifer
Tilly and Gina Gershon.
The two are slinkingly
beautiful, their initial
scenes together nearly
melt the screen and the
sex scences are incred-
ibly hot. Far from simply
a "lesbian" film, this riv-
eting, taut crime drama is
a must for all queer audi-
ences.
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Boyfriends

Director: Neil Hunter &
Tom Hunsinger

Cast: James Dreyful, Mark
Sands, Michael Urwin,
Andrew Abelson

Review: This insightful and
vastly entertaining com-
edy-drama, depicting
three troubled gay male
couples, is both knowingly
funny and unflinchingly
on-target.

The story revolves around
an Easter weekend

country retreat arranged
for six young gay friends
and bed-mates. But what
begins as a relaxing time
soon unravels into a se-

ries of bed-hopping, ego-
bruising emotional turmoil

to rival the grand-daddy of
gay male angst films,
"The Boys in the Band!"
A hilariously painful dis-
section of gay men's re-

lationships--almost re-
quired viewing before call-
ing U-Haul.

Theater Review:
Comedy casts two

gay couples in Bible
tales
By Clifford A. Ridley

Philadelphia Inquirer
THEATER CRITIC

NEW YORK - It has not

been a good theatrical
year for gay biblical revi-
sionism. First, we were
visited with Terrence
McNally's Corpus Christi,
which told the story of
Jesus as if He were a
20th-century gay man.
Now comes Paul
Rudnick's The Most
Fabulous Story Ever Told,
which appropriates a fa-
miliar homophobic gibe to
transform Adam and Eve
into Adam and Steve, with
a lesbian pair named
Jane and Mabel for com-
pany. Rudnick's play has
the virtue of being funny,
at least most of the time,
but it isn't appreciably
more trenchant.

The comedy at the New
York Theatre Workshop is
really two plays, one per
act. In the first, Rudnick
seems to be reworking
The Skin of Our Teeth as
he introduces Adam,
Steve, Jane and Mabel as

the world's first humans
and parades them
through various biblical
events -- the expulsion
from Eden, the flood, the
exodus -- up to the birth
of Jesus. Much of this

is rather more free with
logic than you may ac-
cept, but it does allow the
playwright to indulge an
agreeable fondness for
anachronism. (During
their cave-people phase,
the four principals enu-
merate their contributions
to humankind: the wheel,
the lever, shampoo and
conditioner in a single
bottle.)

The possible existence
of a god is much on
everyone's mind -- Adam
is a believer, Steve is not
-- and comes to the fore
in the second act, which
takes place on Christmas
Eve in Adam and Steve's
New York apartment.
Steve has AIDS; Jane is
pregnant with a child con-
ceived with Adam's
sperm; and among the
guests invited for the
evening are a flaky female
Mormon and a disabled
lesbian rabbi, on hand to
marry Jane and Mabel.
Describing life's unfair-
ness, the rabbi says, "I'm
paralyzed and Brooke
Shields has a series."

Where Act 1 owes its
tone and substance to
Thornton Wilder and bib-
lical film epics, Act 2 is
clearly Rudnick's homage
to Angels in America. But
it's no less scattershot
than Act 1, being an un-
easy mixture of mordant
gags (many supplied by
Steve Bartlett, a stitch in
several supporting roles)
and theistic argument
about the apparent con-
tradiction of a god who
promulgates both life and
death. Rudnick resolves
the discussion neatly
enough, but it's impos-
sible to ignore the feeling
that you've heard most of
it before.

Because Rudnick cranks
out funny lines the way
Bayer cranks out aspirin,
The Most Fabulous Story
Ever Told is blessedly
easy to take even at its

most aimless, and the
cast directed by Christo-
pher Ashley (headlined by
Alan Tudyk as Adam,
Juan Carlos Hernandez
as Steve, Becky Ann
Baker as Jane and
Kathryn Meisle as Mabel)
is pleasant company. Yet
the play feels thrown to-
gether, a casserole of a
few good ideas and quite
a bit of filler. Notable in
the latter category is the
omnipotent stage man-

ager (Amy Sedaris) who
wanders through the
show cuing every single
effect --a fittingly godlike
device, but eventually a
tiresome one.

Adriene Wentworth

Water In The Eyes

of Time

All ye who find chant al-
bums centering and use-
ful, please take note!
Founder of the Christa
Healing Institute in Colo-
rado, Adriene Wentworth
has created a 1995 album
of nine mantras set to

Water In The Eyes of Time
original music of rhythmic
upbeat melodies. Gentle
bells, keyboards,
didgeridoo, percussion,
strings and nature sounds
accompany the mantras
to Gayatri, Lakshmi,
Krishna, Ganesha, Rama,
Shiva, Durga, Hanuman
and Panduranga. These
meditative chants were
created to empower, heal
and invoke protection. A
beautiful and interesting
weaving of sound and
voice; recommended for
stress relief!
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How Mark Tewksbury
Came Out
The Canadian Olympic
swimmer made a big
splash with the an-
nouncement that he's
gay, and succeeded in
making the occasion
pride-filled and spiced

| Tewksbury
_ picked the

make it en-
tirely public that he's a gay
man, and he wanted to
make the event not just
proud, but joyful. He
chose December 15 for
the airing of an interview
on CBC's Newsworld and
the opening of his one-
man show "Out and
About" at Toronto's Bud-
dies in the Bad Times
Cafe (performed that
night as a benefit for the
Casey House AIDS hos-
pice), and followed up
with a media conference
on December 17. His re-
marks have also raised a
couple of specific issues
regarding corporate dis-
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crimination and the lack of
pride proclamations by his
native Calgary.

Although a couple of edi-
torials have taken a who-
cares position on the mat-
ter, Tewksbury's had
some 65 additional re-
quests for interviews and
at least 17 writeups in
Canadian media so far, so
clearly there is interest.
After all, he was not only
the nation's sweetheart as
an athlete, but was also
visible everywhere for
awhile in product promo-
tions and charity pitches,
and went on to be a popu-
lar motivational speaker.
He said himself that,
"Maybe it shouldn't be an
issue. I'm hoping in 10
years, it is not. But the
reality of 1998 is, you're
here, we're here ... itis an
issue, it still is."

First, it should be under-
stood that Tewksbury has
not been very closeted
since leaving swimming
after the 1992 Olympics -
- he just hadn't discussed
his orientation with the
media or in public. He
was seen in gay venues
around Toronto even in
1992. Although when
"Frank" magazine tried to
follow up on it then,
Tewksbury's agent had
them publish a letter de-

nying that Tewksbury was
gay and even inventing a
girlfriend, and in 1994
Tewksbury went to Aus-
tralia rather than face the
"outing" music -- but by
May of this year, Toronto's
gay magazine "Xtra!" ran
a photo of him arm-in-
arm with another man, his
partner Benjamin Kiss.

Tewksbury even realizes
that many people had al-
ready assumed he was
gay during his swimming
career. He said, "It would
be hard for people not to
have known. There was
no girlfriend. | was 'way
out there. If you guys [in
his theater audience]
could have seen me, |
was screaming back then,
too. | was just leading
cheers, that's all. But |
was very good at what |
did. People wanted to be
like me. It was an incred-
ible way to see how cre-
ative you can be. The
swimming part was here,
and the sex part was over
here. And never shall
those two meet. And it's
OK, as long as we don't
speak about being gay
and touch people."

When a "financial institu-
tion" which is "not a bank"
(and definitely not the In-
vestors Group, a signifi-
cant sponsor of his swim-

ming career) cancelled a
six-figure contract for his
motivational speaking
services on the grounds
that he was "too openly
gay," Tewksbury came to
a turning point. Once he
told the world that this
was what led him to be-
come still more open,
naturally there was great
interest in just which fi-
nancial institution had
been so blatant in its
homophobia -- but
Tewksbury is standing
very firm about not telling.
On the one hand, he said
he "did not want to dwell
on the negative;" on the
other, he wanted to first
consult with the company
to make sure his sexual
orientation was not
merely an issue for one or
two individuals there.

His one-man show,
which he hopes to take on
the road (even back home
to Calgary), relates his life
story just as his motiva-
tional speeches did, but
including and emphasiz-
ing his sexual orientation
--and humor. "I'm not just
gay, I'm a screamin’
queen, so if we're going
to use a label, let's get it
straight!" he said. "l al-
ways knew. My first
sexual fantasies were
about men. And then we
went through the 'playing

with Barbies in the bath-
tub' stage. And there was
the whole drag queen
side," beginning with try-
ing on his mother's
clothes in his childhood.
(In the show, he plays
several characters, in-
cluding his grandmother
and a cheerleader.)

But it was no laughing
matter to grow up gay in
Calgary, which Tewksbury
described as "not the
most diverse of cities in
the country," although he
refused to be baited into
describing it as redneck.
"The voice inside my
head for years was fo-
cused only on the things
about me that | hate. Be-
cause I've been coming
from a place of fear, of
half-truths. When | was
growing up, | used to
stand in front of mirrors
and think about killing
myself because | was gay.
And that's still the number
one motivation behind
teen suicide. That little
part of me remained
locked up for 30 years,
and finally at 30, | am free
of that. |1 am open to who
I am. I've never felt freer,
better, more whole as a
human being than in the
last couple of days. My
worlds are finally inte-
grated. It's too painful to
llive a double life."

In his youthful struggles,
“"Luckily there was swim-
ming. Luckily there was
sport. | think sport saved
my life to a certain extent
when | was a teenager."
And he even feels that his
struggles as a gay youth
somehow made him a
stronger competitor, al-
though he says that,
"Sports is the last closet."
He had a crush for some
time on swimmer Victor
Davis, who knew
Tewksbury was gay and
looked down on him for it
-- but didn't blow his
cover. Tewksbury de-
scribes Davis as having
"spit in each of his oppo-
nents' lanes to intimidate
them." But at the 1988
Olympics in Seoul, where
the two men were part of
Canada's 4x100 medley
relay team, Davis put his
arm around Tewksbury
while psyching him up for
the team's bid for a silver
medal. Tewksbury said
that, "was the first time
that | felt like | had been
accepted for being gay,
and for being a swimmer."
They won the medal.
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New mom Jodie Foster
made a rare appearance
as a host,
along with
Isabella
Rossellini and
Winona g
Ryder, at the
F i I m
Foundation's
recent show-
ing in L.A. of
the restored
version  of
1948's Joan of
Arc, which ‘
starred
Rossellini's :
mom, Ingrid
Bergman. In greeting the
crowd, Foster joked that
she was delighted to be
there because it let her
get out of the house to
see a movie, which "l
haven't done in four
months." She went on to
say that as a young ac-
tress she'd been inspired
by Bergman's Joan of
Arc, and felt the movie
would give hope to young
actresses today, who
might think: "Do | want to
be a bimbo on The Love
Boat? No, I'll be Joan of
Arc."

Foster's Acting Method
by Martha Sherrill

Freedom is the problem.
When Foster got out of
college, at Yale, she
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lapsed into a six-month
depression, she says, the
result of endless open

JODY FOSTER

skies of no plans and no
focus. She thrives on limi-
tations and scripted
life.Routine. She thought
then she might give up
acting entirely, since the
roles coming her way
were lousy, passed over
by lesser actresses. "My
ego was too big at that
point," she says, "to go
back to smaller roles or
TV or commercials. |
didn't want to humiliate
myself." She considered
becoming a writer; it had
been easy to pump out
papers and articles at
school. She just followed
the rules, completed as-
signments.

(Excerpt from Dec '94)

GEORGE MICHAEL RE-
VEALS DETAILS OF HIS
TEAROOM BUST
by Rex Wockner

Gay pop singer George
Michael revealed details
of his April arrest in a
Beverly Hills, Calif., park
toilet during a live inter-
view on MTV Nowv. 4.

"l got followed into the
restroom and then this
cop -- | didn't know it was
a cop, obviously -- he
started playing this game,
which | think is called, 'I'll
show you mine, you show
me yours, and then when
you show me yours, I'm
going to nick you,"
Michael said.

"Actually, what happened

was once he got an eye-
ful, he walked past me,
straight past me and out,
and | thought, that's kind
of odd. | thought, maybe
he's just not impressed.
And then | went to walk

back to my car, and as |
got back to the car, | was
arrested on the street. ...
If someone's waving their
genitalia at you, you don't
automatically assume
that they're an officer of
the law. ... I've never been
able to turn down a free
meal," Michael joked.

Michael said he isn'tin an
open relationship, he's

just oversexed. "I'm not
saying that | have an open
relationship with my boy-
friend but he knows who |
am," Michael said.

"He knows that I'm gen-
erally oversexed, so he's
been very, very good. ...
We love each other and
he understands that it
was a stupid mistake and
he's forgiven me, | hope."

Michael thinks his arrest
may have involved some
cooperation between
Beverly Hills police and
Britain's tabloid press.

"I don't think it was by
chance that this hap-
pened to me," he said.
"We have some fairly vi-
cious people in the coun-
try where | come from and
they work in certain
streets in London. | think
it might have had some-
thing to do withit. ... There
was a little more coopera-
tion than you would ex-
pect between the police
and the paparazzi."

Michael also said he
didn't feel outed by the
arrest because he
thought he was already
out. "l really thought to my
fans | outed myself with
the last album because --
and it wouldn't seem that

way in America because
in America there hasn't
been that much publicity
about me in the last seven
or eight years because |
just haven't been here or
been on TV -- but, actu-
ally, there's been a lot of
publicity about my sexu-
ality over the years in Eu-
rope and my ex-partner's
death was reported very
widely, so when | dedi-
cated the album to him
and wrote the album for
him, | felt like | was com-
ing out to my fans, and |
didn't really care about
people who weren't inter-
ested in my music," he
said.

"So, | certainly wasn't
gonna go to [the journal-
ists on London's] Fleet
Street and say, 'Yes, I'm
gay," Michael said. "The
main point is that | outed
myself in my life about
eight or nine years ago
and l've been out with
everyone in my life -- even
casual acquaintances, my
family, friends -- anyone

who's met me within that
time has known that I'm

gay, just not the press.

"So, really, this doesn't
feel like an outing, this is
just public outing. But any
gay person who comes
out realizes that the tough
bitis your friends and fam-
ily and that was a great
thing - it was a great, lib-
erating thing and I did it a
long time ago. | don't
know if | would have
come out to the press.
They would have got me,
some way or other. This
is how it ended up be-
cause | wouldn't give it to
them."

Michael's new single and
video, "Outside," which
debuted during the MTV
broadcast, is all about
public sex and police re-
pression of its practitio-
ners.

39



HUMOUR

FELINE PHYSICS

Law of Cat Inertia

A cat at rest will tend to
remain at rest, unless
acted upon by some out-
side force - such as the
opening of cat food, or a
nearby scurrying mouse.

Law of Cat Motion

A cat will move in a
straight line, unless there
is a really good reason to
change direction.

Law of Cat Magnetism

All blue blazers and black
sweaters attract cat hair
in direct proportion to the
darkness of the fabric.

Law of Cat Thermody-
namics

Heat flows from a
warmer to a cooler body,
except in the case of a
cat, in which case all heat
flows to the cat.

Law of Cat Stretching

A cat will stretch to a dis-
tance proportional to the
length of the nap just

taken.
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Law of Cat Sleeping

All cats must sleep with
people whenever pos-
sible, in a position as un-
comfortable for the
people involved, and as
comfortable as possible
for the cat.

Law of Cat Elongation

A cat can make her body
long enough to reach just
about any counter top that
has anything remotely in-
teresting on it.

Law of Cat Obstruction

A cat must lay on the

floor in such a position to
obstruct the maximum
amount of human foot
traffic.

Law of Cat Acceleration

A cat will accelerate at
a constant rate, until he
gets good and ready to
Cats must attend all
meals when anything
good is served.

Law of Dinner Table
Attendance

Cats must attend all
meals when anything

good is served.

Law of Rug
Configuration

No rug may remain in
its naturally flat state for
very long.

Law of Obedience
Resistance

A cat's resistance var-
ies in proportion to a
human's desire for her to
do something.

First Law of Energy
Conservation

Cats know that energy
can neither be created nor

destroyed and will, there

fore, use as little energy
as possible.

Law of Refrigerator
Observation

If a cat watches a re-
frigerator long enough,
someone will come along
and take out something
good to eat.

Law of Cat
Embarrassment

A cat's irritation rises in
direct proportion to her
embarrassment times the
amount of human laugh-
ter.

Law of Furniture
Replacement

A cat's desire to scratch
furniture is directly propor-
tional to the cost of the
furniture.

Law of Cat Landing

A cat will always land in
the softest place possible;
often the mid-section of
an unsuspecting, reclin-
ing human.

Law of Pill Rejection
Any pill given to a cat has
the potential energy to
reach escape velocity.
Law of Cat Composition

A cat is composed of

Matter + Anti-Matter + It
Doesn't Matter.

Comedy Quotes

Have you ever noticed....
Anybody going slower
than you is an idiot, and
anyone going faster than
you is a maniac?

--George Carlin

You have to stay in
shape. My grandmother,
she started walking five
miles a day when she was
60. She's 97 today and
we don't know where the
[heck] she is.

--Ellen DeGeneris

I'm not into working out.
My philosophy: No pain,
no pain.

--Carol Leifer

The second day of a diet
is always easier than the
first. By the second day
you're off it.

--Jackie Gleason

| went into a McDonald's

yesterday and said, "I'd

like some fries." The girl

at the counter said,"do

you want fries with that?"
--Jay Leno

The reason most people
play golf is to wear
clothes they would not be
caught dead in otherwise.
--Roger Himon

I'm desperately trying to

figure out why kamikaze

pilots wore helmets.
--Dave Edison

If it weren't for electricity
we'd all be watching tele-
vision by candlelight.

--George Gobel

| am not a vegetarian
because | love animals; |
am a vegetarian because
| hate plants.
--A. Whitney Brown

Suppose you were an
idiot...And suppose you
were a member of
Congress...But | repeat
myself.

--Mark Twain

Maybe there is no actual
place called hell. Maybe
hell is just having to listen
to our grandparents
breathe through their
noses when they're eating
sandwiches.
--Jim Carrey

It's man's ability to use
language that makes him
the dominant species on
the planet. But | think
there's one other thing
that separates us from
animals. We aren't afraid
of vacuum cleaners.
--Jeff Stilson

What do people mean
when they say the com-
puter went down on me?

--Marilyn Pittman

Why is it that when we
talk to God we're said to
be praying, but when God
talks to us we're schizo-
phrenic?

--Lily Tomlin
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"Beginnings:
Lesbians Talk
About the First 4
Time They Met |
Their Long-
Term Partner" |
by Lindsey Elder
(Editor) ;

Review:

Love at first sight? Cyn-
ics beware! In these 50
short narratives of new

love, lesbians describe
their first meetings with
the women who would
later become their life
partners. For almost all of
the writers included here,
the ground shook, the
clouds flew apart, and the
sun scattered diamonds
on the path (or maybe les-
bians just love a good

story).

In each of these tales,
there is a moment when

sparks flew. "l was almost
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blinded by her
electric light,”
writes Delane
Daugherty, "and
astounded at how
everything else
dimmed a little."
Jules Torti agrees:
"She was the one;
: | knew this in-
stantly." For Shilpa Mehta,
"it was as if, fora moment,
time had stopped just for
us." And then there's
Merrill, who made such a
bad first impression on
Mary, the beautiful new
dyke in town, that when
she asked her to call
sometime, Mary looked
away and said: "We'll see.
But | don't think so." Some
of the most touching sto-
ries in Beginnings de-
scribe situations in which
women were forced to
break up families and
long-term relationships to
be with each other, com-
pelled to seek happiness

even at the risk of caus-
ing pain. A warm read for

a chilly night; balm for in-
curable romantics. --
Regina Marler

Synopsis:

Lesbians describes the
first time they met their
long-term partner, detail-
ing initial adventures that
range from wild to mun-
dane, from hilarious com-
edy-of-errors encounters
to near-spiritual minglings
of the soul. The women
who tell their stories in this
collection point up several
important life lessons:
that first impressions are
not necessarily accurate,
that romance can often
come quite unexpectedly,
and that a beginning fre-

quently marks the end of
a long, long search .

Lesbians describe the
first time they met their
long-term partner, detail-
ing initial adventures that
range from the wild to the

mundane, from hilarious
comedy-of-errors en
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WORDS WORTH BOO
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20 % off Biographies and Literary Lives
Until the end of January

"Beginnings"
Continued from page 43

counters to near-spiritual
minglings of the soul.
Whether meeting for the
first time in a
Laundromat or on a
blind date, in a bar or at
a parent-teacher
conference, the women
who tell their stories in
this collection point up
several important life
lessons: that first
impressions are not
necessarily accurate,
that romance can often
come quite unexpect-
edly, and that a begin-
ning frequently marks
the end of a long, long
search.

& Finland :
His Life

§ 7| Editions)
by F. Val-

entine, 11l Hooven
Paperback - (December

1994) --198 pages
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Perhaps no one has had
a greater influence on gay
male fashion than illustra-
tor-cartoonist Tom of Fin-
land. In this volume his
unusual and triumphant
life story is told in words
and pictures. The pic-
tures, of course, steal the
show, as Tom's bubble-
bottomed macho men
fight, love, and punish
each other. There's still
much to be said about
Tom's impact on Ameri-
can and European gay
culture, but this book pro-
vides a good starting point
not only for Tom's fans
who want to learn about
the man behind the
leather-clad images, but
also for the uninitiated
who've always wondered
where the leather-cap-
and-chaps look origi-
nated. Sadly, with Tom's
death the flow of test-
osterone-packed pictures
has stopped, but volumes
like this show that there
is still life in his legend.

Synopsis:
Scandanavian illustrator
Tom of Finland is ac
knowledged for having

shaped the erotic imagi-
nation of gay men. With
Tom's full cooperation
before his death, Hoover
has written a biography of
the man, and traced the
evolution and impact of
his art on the world. In-
cludes photos, illustra-

tions and cartoons.

Aids,
Com-
muni-
cation,
and
E m -
power-

.~ ment :
Gay Male Identity and the
Politics of Public Health
Messages by Roger
Myrick (Editor) Paper-
back - 141 pages (Janu-
ary 1997) Haworth Pr;

"Becoming Visible:" A
Reader in Gay and Lesbian
History for High School
and College Students

Kevin Jennings (Editor)
Covering two thousand
years and a wide range of
cultures, this history
reader brings gay men
and lesbians out of hiding

and into the classroom.

The Art of Meeting
Women : A Guide
for Gay Women
by Rhona Sacks |
Paperback - 192
pages (February
1998) Slope Books
|1 S B N #
0966069803

"The Art of Meeting
Women," gives you all the
tools you need to meet
compatible gay women
easily! This book contains
a powerful self-help pro-
gram that begins with
guided personal reflection
and effective self-esteem
boosting then moves on
to the inside knowledge of
where the

women are and proven
strategies for connecting
through enhanced social
skills.

Learn how to:

- Find new friends
-Conquer shyness
-Overcome fear of
rejection
-Approach women
comfortably
-Introduce yourself
with ease
-Ask a woman for a date
effortlessly
-Create happy
relationships

Here's What
The Critics Are
Saying About
The #1
Bestseller,

"The Art of

Meeting Women"

"The Art of
Meeting
Women Is Simply Brilliant
-- A Very Important Asset
To All Lesbians."

--Queer News

"This Book Belongs In
Every Single Lesbian's
Library. The Word Here Is,
Buy One For A Friend,
And Buy One For Your-
self."

--The Louisville Letter

"The Pocket Book and
Bible For Those Seeking
Companionship In The
Lesbian Community. This
Insightful Book Offers A
New View Of The Lesbian
Dating Scene, As Well As
Real Ways To Get It All
Started."

--Between the Lines
Magazine

"With numerous exer-
cises and examples,
Sacks makes you want to
run out to the nearest
party and risk rejection.
The Art of Meeting

Women Is For Everyone."
-- The Advocate

Excerpted from "The Art of
Meeting Women" : A Guide
for Gay Women by Rhona
Sacks. Copyright © 1998.

"Many gay women ex-
press dissatisfaction with
the lesbian social scene.
Over and over again |
hear women talk about
how hard it is to meet the
women they want to
meet."

"We want to meet other
gay women for obvious
reasons: friendship and
romance. Unfortunately,
we aren't always sure
how to do it. We are so-
cial creatures by nature,
but we don't come with in-
structions as to how to
make contact with each
other effectively."

"When | first started dat-
ing women, | noticed how
difficult it was for gay
women (including myself)
to be assertive about
meeting each other. It
surprised me how many
of us were infected with a
devastating disorder,
social insecurity."

"What causes those
glue-traps on the bottom
of our shoes which stop
us from walking toward a
woman we want to meet
and those dust-mites in
our throats which keep us
from introducing our-
selves?"

"Traditionally women
have been socialized to
be passive. These child-
hood lessons strangle
our adult social skills."
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"Straight Jobs, Gay Lives:"
Gay and Lesbian Profes-
sionals, the Harvard
Business School, and the
American Workplace.

Authors: Annette Friskopp
Sharon Silverstein;
Publisher: Simon &
Schuster;

What It's About?

With hundreds of first-per-
son stories, Straight Jobs,
Gay Lives is the first in-
depth look at the careers
and personal lives of gay
and lesbian profession-
als. Contents include:

-Being Closeted vs. Com-
ing Out

-Discrimination and Suc-
cess

(HBS) graduates are
among the world's most
sought after corporate
managers and business
professionals. Straight
Jobs, Gay Lives is based
on interviews with over
one hundred gay and les-
bian graduates of HBS
from the 1940's to the
present day.

-Role Models, Mentors, &=
ANSTTTE TRISKOPP ARSI

and Networking
-Race and Gender Issues
Parents, Partners, Chil-
dren
-HIV/AIDS

There is also an exten-
sive resources section in-
cluding the nondiscrimi-
nation and domestic part-
ner benefits policies of
over 600 companies,
along with hundreds of
gay employee group and
gay professional group
contact listings.

What's the Harvard Busi-
ness School Connection?

Harvard Business School
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enties. They work in vir-
tually every business field
- and their pre-business
school experiences are
equally varied. No other
gay workplace book in-
cludes such demographic
diversity among its
sources. In depth inter-
views. Interviews lasted
from one to two hours,

and were painstak-

ingly transcribed.

S T R ,A I G H T Quotes in the book

reflect the richness

J O B S of these stories,
Py g and many last for

paragraphs rather
than sentences.

In depth analysis.
Straight Jobs, Gay
Lives does not sim-
ply report findings
or promote a politi-

cal agenda. It offers
| an in depth look at

ment for equal

A% G

SHARON SILVERSTEIN

How is "Straight Jobs, Gay
Lives," different from other
books on gay workplace
issues?

Diversity of the
interviewees. Perhaps
surprisingly, Harvard
Business School gradu-
ates are a heterogeneous
group. We interviewed
men, women, whites,
Blacks, Hispanics,
Asians, Protestants,
Catholics, and Jews from
their twenties to their sev-

rights re sexual ori-
entation in the
workplace is going,
and how so ciety is
likely to change as a re-
sult. By comparing the ob-
stacles and sucessses of
gay people near the top
of the economic ladder
with the experiences of
other gay professionals,
Straight Jobs, Gay Lives
is able to suggest oppor
tunities for personal empo
werment and activism
that are open to every gay
man and lesbian. Com-
prehensiveness of re-
source listsings.
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A s_rress-free altemative to kennels for your pet
Free at'home visit to meet your pet and discuss details.

Psychiatrists
Convertin
Unique Affordable Loving Gays g
PET SITTING By ROBERT
In the Comfort and Safety WELLER
ofyourg\;/]r: Home DENVER (AP) --
“THE PET AUNTIE” The American Psy-
Lynn McDowell chiatric
742-0175 Association's board

voted unanimously
Friday to reject
therapy aimed

leadership/networking re-
treat for lesbian, gay and
bisexual youth from
smaller centers in
Ontario. Health units,
AIDS committees,
schools, other coalitions,
like ours, and LGB youth
groups (such as the
flourishing Rainbow Youth
here in Waterloo Region,
sponsored by ACCKWA)
were contacted, and the
planning committee now
has representations from
across Southern Ontario
and the Near North. The
retreat is intended to bring
areas in Ontario, where
LGB youth are much
more isolated, and where
they have fewer opportu-
nities to network with
each other than LGB
youth in larger centers like
Toronto.

solely at turning
gays into heterosexuals,
saying it can cause de-
pression, anxiety and
self-destructive behavior.

"All the evidence would in-
dicate this is the way
people are born. We treat
disease, not the way
people are," said Dr. Nada
Stotland, head of the
association's joint com-
mittee on public affairs.

The Coalition for Sup-
port of Lesbian, Gay &
Bisexual Youth wel-
comes new members,
especially youth, who
are interested in volun-
teering a few hours
each month. For more
infomation regarding
volunteering, call
Marion Markham at:

Therapy aimed at one due
to their orientation implies
that orientation is a dis-
ease, which it is not. It is
therefore, unnecessary.

Sandy John Pratt

Group and Individual Meditation Guidance
Foot Massage

Enrich your life through meditation. Iwill work with you alone or
you can share a workshop series with three or four of your friends.
Soothe mind, body and soul - pamper yourself with an intuitive foot
massage.

Telephone: (519) 570-0579



Reverie, silent reverie;
softly soaking deeply into
the conscious desires of
all that you wish for; and
of all that you may not

even dare to imagine.

Imagine, your reverie, si-
lent at first, then slowly,
finding voice; dreamy no-
tions becoming reality by
simply believing in them:
imagine.

What was once very loud
and energetic has now
been quieted and si-
lenced by years of steady
wind wearing on your
soul. But, alas, the winds
of woe will shift. Allow into
your stream of conscious-
ness wonder and awe
and hope and faith and
your reverie will not be

able to remain silent for

long.

Raindrops falling securly
to puddles. Puddles
safely being splashed by
the nature of life's activ-
ity. The ebb and flow of
nature when all is harmo-
niously in balance. The

beauty of the balance be-
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] tween rain and drought.

It happens as it is sup-
posed to happen, in the
natural order, without any-

one to try to figure it out.
This balance between
safety and security, fear
and healthy risk is what
the challenge of life is all
about.

Take your silent reverie
and splash it around in the
puddles of your soul. Still
waters may run deep, but
the cost to your landscape
may be broad and steep.
Dreams are made to be
realized and not merely
wanted from afar. Dream
your dreams, give them
voice, give them life. Al-
low yourself to shine
brightly. Yes, giving voices
to your imaginary visions
increases your choices.

Reverie, silent reverie;
softly soaking deeply into
the conscious desires of
all that you wish for; and
of all that you may not
even dare to imagine.
Claim this reverie, it is
yours and you deserve
today and every day.

A
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"Don't make today's
judgments based upon
yesterday's memories"
by Leo Buscaglia in his
book: "Born To Love”

There is little doubt that
we are largely products
of our memories. Without
our being fully aware of it,
past experiences have a
way of weaving them-
selves into an ever ex-
panding web of entrap-
ment, ensnaring our
present view through past
beliefs. When we attempt
to establish what is, we
are bogged down by what
was.

But there is hope.
No one is permanently
preprogammed. We all
have the ability to assimi-
late new experience . But
to do so, we must battle
our memories and lessen
their power. Unless we
want our future to be noth-
ing more than a rehash of
our past, we must be
aware of the power of the
past to affect our behav-
ior. Only thenacn we be
free to create our future.

"Our memory is a monster;
You forget...it doesn't. It
simply files things away. It
keeps things for you or
hides things from you...and
summons to your recall
with a will of its own. You
think you have a memory,
but it has you!"™ John Irving

"Something inside SO
STRONG....| know that |
can make it...l know that |
can make it" (Kenny
Rogers)...I know that | can
make it!!! Knowing | can
make it, makes all of the
difference in the world.

Making it IS living each
moment of each day to
the best of your ability.
Making it means coping
with what life in and
through all of its paradoxi-
cal polarities beseeches
you to hold. The joyfully-
sorrow-filled growth; the
deceptively-truthful risks
of reality; the laughter and
the tears; the aspirations
realized in the daylight
and the failures equally
met with in the dark of
night: all of it is the sum
total of your learning
experience. The beckon-
ing burgeoning bravery
that you show in your
dedicated determination
to make it through each
and every day of the gift-
given to you....your life: is
what love is.

Making it is the differ-

ence between now and
what used to be. There
lies the difference be-
tween now and what
used to be.

If | knew then what | know
now...If | knew then: what
I know now:..... then
maybe; maybe, | would
have known how...maybe:
| would have known how
to not hurt so much and
to not have hurt others
equally as much as | was
hurt.

What | have now, is now.
Who | am now is the sum
total of all that I've
learned so far. | will do my
best with that. And there
lies the difference be-
tween now and what
used to be.

When you hurt it is hard
to let someone inside.
Often when you hurt you
do not even fully let your-
self inside to make that
difference between learn-
ing the lessons and
merely suffering the pain.
The pain that teaches us
and enables us to grow is
NOT suffering. Suffering
comes from being unwill-
ing to be grateful by refus-
ing to learn the lessons
that living brings to bear
in everyday experience.

Be grateful for this mo-
ment, for this day and for
every lesson that life sees
fit to teach you. Value the
experience that each day
unfolds for you to flow
with and through toward
yourself and your soul.

Anything can happen.....
happen....anything can
happen, as long as we
keep on believing.

Making it is the difference
between now and what
used to be. Loving your-
self, authentically and
consistently, without pen-
alty at the hands of your
vulnerablities, needs, and
dreams: there lies the dif-
ference between now and
what used to be.

"To return to an alert in-
nocence is not so much
an effort, like moving a
pile of bricks from here to
there, as it is standing still
long enough to let the
spirit find you. It is said
that all that you are seek-
ing is also seeking you,
that if you lie still, sit still,
it will find you. It has been
waiting for you a long
time. Once itis here, don't
move away. Rest. See
what happens next.

--Clarissa Pinkola Estes Ph.D.
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Suicide-
Young Gay Males
Continued From Page 10

Those in society who
make snide remarks, who
call different people fags
accentuate this reaction.
Religious leaders who
crusade against homo-
sexuality make it difficult
if the child is being reared
in a home where religion
is important. The mes-
sage of judgement rather
than love comes across.

As a parent myself who
raised three boys, | would
have found it difficult (but
possible) to accept one
of my sons coming out to
me at an early age al-
though if one were to
come out to me now, |
would hug him and be
there for him. Perhaps my
own coming out made a
difference BUT a parent
often has hopes for
grandchildren and such
so when my boys reached
puberty between 1980
and 1986 | would have
had a difficult time with it
particularly since my wife
would NOT have ac-
cepted it. Indeed, | was
one of those who was dif-
ferent back in elementary
school and learned how to
hide it by trying to show
the world | was hetero-
sexual myself.

Interestingly, | was raised
during the 50s when |
knew nothing of homo-
sexuality and even
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though | knew | was dif-
ferent from the other
boys, and | looked at
other boys in scouts etc.
the subject was com-
pletely taboo. My own
coming out did not start
until | had reached the top
rank in my career and my
sons were becoming in-
dependent. | can attest
that the hiding can not
last - one has to be hon-
est with self and after
burying it so long it is
more difficult to admit one
is gay in one's youth. |
have heard men in their

40's and 50's who only
came out after depres-
sion, alcoholism, and
other such problems
made them admit they
were not living the life they
were born to live. Once
they come out, things are
much better. Trying to live
a lie is difficult at best.

Parents have a respon-
sibility to make them-
selves available and to lis-
ten to our children. Too
often in our world we let
the TV and day care and
neighbours look after
them and do not begin to
try to understand. If only
the young guy can reach
out to his parents, it will
be immensely easier - |
could not with my parents
and hope | was there for
my boys. As | admit |
would have had difficulty
at first, | would like to
think | would have been
open to them still and that

they knew it. | believed in
guiding rather than order-
ing and | spent much time
with my sons - | tried not
to be judgemental as my
ex was.

Parents, teachers, and
others have to be raised
to be open and accepting.
Hate does not always
happen in cases where
someone is assaulted
physically. Too often as
sault comes from those
whom we trust parents,
teachers, religious lead-
ers who use mental as-
sault rather than physical.
How different it would be
if people could be loving
and caring rather than
judgemental and hurtful!

D.J. is a resident of K-W.

THE VOICE

Welcomes your
submissions!! Write
to us at either our
regular address or
email us and submit
something today!!

1998,
United

During
Westminster
Church explored becom-
ing an affirming congrega-
tion. An affirming congre-
gation within the United
Church of Canada is one
that recognizes bisexual,
lesbian, and gay persons
as people entitled to all
the rights and responsi-
bilities of membership in
the Church. Basically it
means that everyone is
welcome to attend the
church, become a mem-
ber, and/or become ac-
tively involved in the
church.

The process of exploring
what it means to be an
affirming congregation

involved a congregational
discussion with a minister
and lesbian couple from
Bloor Street United
Church in Toronto, which
is an affirming congrega-
tion. Another congrega-
tional discussion was held
to look at what the scrip-
tures and the United
Church had to say about
homosexuality and what it
all meant. A congrega-
tional survey was held on
the issues and a few more

smaller discussion
groups.

The following paragraph

was added to the
Westminster’s Mission
Statement at a congrega-
tional meeting held No-
vember 22, 1998:

“To create an environ-
ment of openness for all
people. To affirm that all
who seek to live faith-
fully regardless of abil-
ity, age, ethnicity, gen-
der, race, sexual orien-
tation, or social circum-
stances are welcome to
full participation in the
life of the congregation.
To foster full opportu-
nity for participation by
all in the wider church.”

Church Council will be
looking at changing our
advertising, a service to
celebrate becoming an
affirming congregation,
performing same sex
unions, and developing
plans for continued sup-
port of gay, lesbian, and
bisexual people in the
coming months.

Westminster United
Church is located in the
Cedars Worship Centre at
543 Beechwood Drive in
Waterloo. Temple Sha-
lom and Westminster
United Church share the
Cedars Worship Centre.
Westminster’s services
are held Sunday morn-
ings at 10:30 am.

There are other affirming
congregations in Ottawa,
Kingston, Peterborough,
Toronto, Winnipeg,
Saskatoon, Calgary, and
Vancouver, with other
congregations in the pro-
cess of looking into it.

Paul Warder is a resident
of Kitchener-Waterloo.
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A Child is Listening...
by Mary A. Griffith

"Because of my own lack
of knowledge, | became
dependent upon people
in the Clergy. When the
Clergy condemns a homo-
sexual person to Hell and
eternal damnation, we,
the congregation, echo
‘Amen'. | deeply regret my
lack of knowledge con-
cerning gay and lesbian
people. Had | allowed
myself to investigate what
I now see as Bible bigotry
and diabolical dehumaniz-
ing slander against our
fellow human beings, |
would not be looking back
with regret for having re-
linquished my ability to
think and reason with
other people...people |
trust for truth and guid-
ance in my life and in the
life of our gay son.

"God did not heal or cure
Bobby as he, our family
and Clergy believed He
should. ltis obvious to us
now why He did not. God
has never been encum-
bered by His child's ge-
netically-determined
sexual orientation. God
is pleased that Bobby has
a kind and loving heart.

In God's eyes, kindness
and love are what life is

about. 1did not know that
each time | echoed 'Amen’
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to the eternal damnation,
referring to Bobby as sick,
perverted and a danger to
our children that his spirit
was broken until he could
no longer rise above the
injustice of it all.

Bobby ended his life at
age twenty. "It was not
God's will that Bobby
jump over the side of a
freeway overpass into the
path of an eighteen-wheel
truck, killing him instantly.
Bobby's death was the
direct result of his parents'
ignorance and fear of the
word gay.

"An injustice has been
done not only to Bobby
but to his family as well.
God knows it isn't right
that Bobby is not here
with loved ones. Correct
education about homo-
sexuality would have pre-
vented this tragedy.
There are no words to
express the pain and
emptiness remaining in
the hearts of Bobby's fam-
ily members, relatives,
and friends. We miss
Bobby's kind and gentle
ways, his fun-loving spirit,
his laughter. Bobby's
hopes and dreams should
not have been taken from
him, but they were. We
can't have Bobby back; if
we could we would say
to him, as | say to all gay

and lesbian people
around the world, these
benevolent words of Leo
Buscaglia:

'Love yourself -- accept
yourself -- forgive your-
self and be good to
yourself, because with-
out you the rest of us
are without a source of
many wonderful things.'

"There are children like
Bobby sitting in our con-
gregations. Unknown to
you, they will be listening
to your 'Amens' as they
silently cry out to God in
their hearts. Their cries
will go unnoticed for they
cannot be heard above
your 'Amens'. Your fear
and ignorance of the
word gay will soon silence
their cries. Before you
echo 'Amen' in your home
or place of worship, think
and remember...a child
is listening."

Bobby Griffith lived
June 24, 1963 - August
27, 1983

New Look...
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In the Name of a God
That Is Love
by Richard K. Smith

In the name of a God that
is love,

They hate.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They discriminate.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They exclude us from their
spiritual worship.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They suddenly expel us
from loving family rela-
tionships.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They insist our commit-
ments mean nothing.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They prevent us from le-
gally marrying.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They deny the multitude of
gifts of creativity we have
freely given the world in
SO many areas.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They attempt to legislate
discrimination against
us.

In the name of a God that
is love,
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They reject us in every way
while many of us experi-
ence depression and
substance abuse.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They steal our children
and say we are unfit par-
ents.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They decide we are unfit
to defend our country, and
even after we have proven
them wrong they expel us
with our medals and deco-
rations.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They do not appraise us
individually but condemn
us all.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They laugh as the suicide
rate among our youth
soars.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They keep us from reach-
ing out to our youth to
protect them.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They attack us physically
wounding maiming and
killing us.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They lose all sense of com-
passion and love and turn
into vicious beasts.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They judge, "It's God's pun-
ishment," as the horror of
AIDS devastates us.

In the name of a God that
is love,

They say, "Let AIDS kill all
the faggots."

And | become introspective,
And | think on these things,
And | wonder - WHERE IS
THE LOVE?

A person should have

a garment with two pock-
ets. In the first pocket
there should be a piece of
paper on which is written:
"1 am but dust and ashes.™
In the second pocket
there should be another
piece of paper on which
is written: "For me the
world was created.”
--Ancient Piece of Wisdom

"l want to live each day
for itself like a string of
coloured beads and not
kill the present by cutting
it up in cruel little snippets
to fit some desperate draft
for a TajMahal in the fu-
ture." --Anon.

"Truth is the root of
much humour.”--Anon.

Continued from page 48

SELF-RESPECT
by Leo Buscaglia
("Born For Love")

"When we have a healthy
respect for ourselves,
there is no limit to what
we can succeed in doing.
When we believe that ev-
erything is possible fo us,
accomplishment be-
comes natural.

No one knows better

than we what is essential
for our own growth and

" T Thinking of BUYING
or SELLING
a HOME?

CALL US FIRST !

ANNETTE ESCOBAR

Sales Representative

ROYAL LEPAGE
[

Crown Realty Services Inc.

(519) 740-6400 24 pager

STRIVING FOR EQUALITY
serving the Cambridge and Kitchener/Waterloo area -

happiness. Those who

direct their own lives don't
depend upon kindly
gnomes or favorable
alignment of the planets.
They use knowledge, ex-
perience, hard work, be-
lief in themselves, and

optimism to achieve their

goals.

There are no barriers to

our dreams so long as we
believe in ourselves as
the source of our happi-
ness. We will be on the
way to having what we
want when we have set

BRUCE TAYLOR

Sdles Representative

our minds to believing we
can get it, and not a mo-
ment sooner."

"Whether you think you
can or think you can't you
are right."--Henry Ford

"Those who try to do
something and fail are
infinately better than
those who try to do noth-
ing and succeed."--Anon.

"Happiness is not the

absence of problems but
the ability to deal with
them." --Anon.




NEW EMAIL LIST

AMAZON WOMEN
OF SOUTHERN
ONTARIO (AWOSO)

If you'd like to join this list
and or get more info
please email

orgo to
http://www.thevoice.on.ca

WANTED

"The Voice"
Entertainment Editor
(Benefits should include
‘freebies' - but no pay -

yet!) Call (519)

Womyn's Social
Recreational Volleyball

If you want a fun night out
for some exercise-this is
the event for you. Pro-
jected start will be in
January. There will be a
small fee. No super-jock
attitude but skill is OK- a
lot of laughter is manda-
tory. Call Wendy at |l
I vith first name,
phone number and pref-
erence of week night.

Personals

New in town
Gay male, 24, athletic,
looking to meet other gay
males in town. | enjoy
opera, dancing, movies,
and going out to dinner.

Reply to Ad# B-1
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Personals
HI!

Vibrant, energetic, and full
of life, I am a 40 year old
lesbian, intense, a deep
thinker, seeking a single
and sincere lesbian be-
tween 30-50.

| am interested inmeeting

a femme that knows who
she is, what she wants
and how to value and be
herself.

| enjoy the simple plea-
sures in life such as mov-
ies, walks, good conver-
sation, music and roman-
tic adventure.

Reply to Ad # A-1

Looking For Love

Single lesbian, 46 years
old enjoys reading, writ-
ing, movies, music and
walking; looking for an
understanding, thoughtful
woman who is a
freespirited deep-thinking
soul.
Reply to Ad# A-2

To reply to personal ad
send your letter to:
The Voice,
P.0. Box .
RPO Evergreen,
Kitchener, Ontario,
N2M 5P1
Put the ad number on the
outside of your envelope.

SHARED OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE

Alfernative Cooperative
Setting
-Parking
-Reasonable Rent
Anyone interested in
sharing office space
in Uptown Waterloo,

please call: NN

Have anything you'd
like to sell? Anything
you are looking to buy
used? Have you
thought about putting
a personals ad in?

Do you have a service
or business you'd like
to tell others about?

Why not put an ad in
The Voice Classified?

Cost is $10.00 per ad
a month.

Send Your
Valentine

Through The Voice!
Send your Valentine's
Day message to the
special someone in
your life. Just $5.00
Deadline for
submissions is
January 25th.







