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the others are relieved i am not an artist

others tell me

i am a happy clown dancing

their sadness into some laugh-lined coffin;
but if i were to paint myself

onva sky canvas stretched across my life
it would be in the colors

of night

with sorrow tinted eves,

and empty lips

the harsh supression of thoughts

the border,

not really a harlequin character
but a child surrounded by cat voices
and cigarette smoke.

margaret murray




(Aonial

During the last month and a half, no
doubt many have noticed the increased
number of articles and letters in the
KITCHENEP - WATERLOO RECORD concerning
an Ovpportunities For Youth funded project
on homosexuality. From these articles and
letters, a certain amount .of critism has
been generated regarding the intent of
this project.

Sensationalized journalism has distorted
the real purpose of informing neonle about
homosexuality into a plot to use taxpayers
money (homosexuals also pay taxes) to
convert '"thousands'" into homosexuals. It
is incredibly difficult to believe that
people could think that the mere discussion
of homosexuality will have such a catas-
tophic effect. That in itself points to an
overwhelming ignorance of not only homo-
sexuality but of human sexuality. It is
about time that people realized (hetero-
sexuals as well as homosexuals) that sexual
orientation cannot be changed at will. You
are what you are; you might be able to
pretend otherwise but it will always be
just pretending. ‘

To think that adults could be '"won over"
so easily is obviosly ridiculous but who
are peonle trying to protect from this
knowledge? The children? Those poor
innocents with no minds of their own who
will be swayed so easily. Imagine all those

'adolescent infants' armed with the sound
knowledge that homosexuality does exist
sneaking off to who knows where, to do who
knows what!

What ridiculous garbage! Young people
today are constantly exposed to crime,
violence, sex, drugs and many more things.
To try to hide homosexuality from them
not only places undue imnortance on it
but also naively assumes their unaware-
ness of it. Knowledge never harmed anyone,
but the lack of it can certainly do more
damage. This lack of knowledge has been
aptly demonstrated by some in our own

" community; let us not force it unon our
children as well.
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COMING SOON

July 14 8:30pm G.L.M. Dance, Campus
Centre pub area, University of Waterloo.
Admission $1.50; $1.00 with any Gay Lib
membership card. Licensed.

July 16 8:00pm Regular Waterloo G.L.M.
meeting Campus Centre Rm 113. Guest
speaker George Hislop, CHAT Toronto,
talking on " The LAW and homosexuals,
your rights and what to do when hasseled."

July 21 1:30pm Waterloo G.L.M. PICNIC,
at Elora Gorge Conservation Area, south
of Elora. Swimming, baseball and barbecue
facilities available. Bring your own food
and eating utensiles. Gate fee of $1.75
ner car. Meet at the Pavilion for direc-
tions to site. Everyone COME.

July 21 8:30pm UWOHA Dance, second floor
University Community Centre, London.
Admission $1.00.

July 23 8:00pm , regular G.L.M. meeting
rm 113 Campus Centre, U of Waterloo.

July 24 8:00pm MacMaster Gay Liberation
meeting, second floor lounge, Senior
"Science Bldg, MacMaster University,
Hamilton.

July 27 PLEASE NOTE: the Waterloo
Dances which have been held on Saturdays
may as of this date be held on Friday...
SO ..... PLEASE, contact us to check.

Aug 2 : 7:30pm. Grand River Cable Channel
12. Panel to answer listeners questions
on the O0.F.Y. project Operations Socrates.

Aug 3 : 8:30pm. Regular monthly dance
snonsored by MacMaster Gay Lih. Textile

Workers Hall near Sherman and Main, Hamilton.

Admission $1.50; $1.00 with any Gay Lib
membership card.

Aug 4 : 8:3"pm Regular UWOHA biweekly dance.

Aug 10 : 8:30 pm Waterloo G.L.M. Dance,
Contact office to makeé ‘suré: - :

Aug 20 - 25 GAY PRIDE WEEK. more details
in the next issue.

OPINION is a new feature of GEMINI.
Any article that expresses ideas or
beefs that we don't cover or that
talks about things of interest to
vou will be printed if at least

one person on the staff knows who
wrote it. this is to protect US from
legal hassles and a pen name can be
printed if you wish. We cannot hope
to find things of interest to all
but you could help. Get involved.




Desr Friends,

I am a seventeen year old student who
attends a Catholic secondary school. I've
read a great deal about your progran,
Operation: Socrates and I just wanted to
tell you how very appreciated your work
is. I am not sure of my sexual orientation
(if we have to classify ourselves). Having

been involved in a few homosexual experiences,

I have often felt confused, alienated and
frightened. Library books have been my one
source of unbiased information, but even
in a library the size of the City Public
Library, I have only been able to find
approximately five good books on the topic.
School libraries scarcely mention homo-
sexuality, and if they do, it's in passing
reference in a '"sexual deviants' chapter
in a psychology book. On the whole,
available books deal primarily with male
homosexuality, and as I am a girl, I find
the lack of information on lesbianism
rather pitiful.

Living in a medium sized community
and going to an all girl school, run by
nuns, I guess you can see that I have a
lot of difficultjes dealing with my
questions. I can't discuss it with my
teachers: I don't feel they're too well
equipped and besides, I don't think I can
really trust them. My priest is out too
(have you read some of the stuff that's
in the namphlets on homosexuality in the
back of Catholic Churches?!). Though my
parents are loving and understanding, I
know that talking to them would cause
more pain than good. A few of my friends
know, but they really don't want to discuss
homosexuality with me, even objectively.

It seems they can accepnt me as long as

my sexual tastes are a taboo subject. As

far as getting in touch with any homo-

sexual groun, like the one at the university,
I don't think I can. Ouite frankly, I'm
scared. I'm not sure that I'm a lesbian but

I do know that I'm very shy and insecure

in a group, and I don't know if I could
handle such a hig step right now.

And so I was hoping that in your study,
you could include some advice to young
peonle like myself who are at a crossroads
but don't know which direction to take.
Suggestions on how to deal with narents,
and who to contact for advice would be
helpful.

One of the greatest problems is the
schools. In our Grade 12 Family Life Course
we barely mentioned homosexuality. Any
suggestion of it was quietly filed away,
due to either the teacher's inability to
handle the topic, or his discomfort. And
the students! Some of the nicest kids,

who wouldn't think of laughing at a racist
story, think nothing of telling a joke
about "queers'. The bigotry is really sad.
If you could mention this in your study,
I think that it might open their eyes to
their cruelty.

My greatest nroblem is the loneliness.
I am tremendously attracted to another
girl, but I'm not sure it's physical attrac-
tion. I love her and everything about her.
The problem: how can I exnress my love if
she's not gay? I think she has homosexual
tendencies, but how do you know for sure?
And if she has accepted herself as a les-
bian, can I? If you could possibly answer
the question "How do you know if she (or
he) is homosexual'", I know you'd be helning
a lot of others besides myself. Or is that
question impossible to answer?

A Student




IN TORONTO

SATURDAY: June 30th 1:00 pm. CHAT Centre

201 Church Street, Toronto.

Tonic: Gay Pride Week (August 20-25)
Proposed Policy:

1. Fach city with a Movement or Association
would be responsible for their own Gay Pride
Week activities.

2. Each region or city with an Ontario Human
Rights Commission office will be responsible
for submitting a brief to that office on
August 24 (Friday) with respect to including
sexual orientation in the Human Rights Code.
(With Toronto submitting to the Provincial
office).

3.0n August 25 (Saturday) there will be a
Gay Pride March, starting at the Chat Centre,
crossing Yonge, going to City Hall and from
there to Queen's Park for a rally with two
or three speakers and a picnic. Everyone

in Ontario and surrounding areas is asked

to come and participate in this march.
Dances will follow in the evening and
accomodations will be available for peovnle
from out of town. .

SUNDAY: July 1st 1:00 nm. CHAT Centre.
Topic: National Gay Election Coalition
(N.G.E.C.)

At the Ottawa conference the N.G.E.C.
was reaffirmed. It was suggested that a
booklet be put together containing the laws
affecting hnmosexuals and the tynes of
action that we as homosexuals would like
to see our government take with resvmect to
these laws. This booklet would then_be sent
to all election candidates in every riding
in Canada to ask them what their stand
would be on each of these noints. Gay
Action Towards Fquality (G.A.T.E.) of
Toronto offered to draw up a draft of this
booklet to be discussed by the represent-
atives to the July 1st weekend conference.
The Sunday gathering discussed the draft
rather critically and suggestions were
made as to the format, contents and the
nhrasiology used.

~ o~ e ~ s~ o~ oo
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june 3Nth 1973...the ywca on mcgill
street in toronto...10 am, an ungodly
hour for anyone let alone this woman...
suddenly the banner is in place and in
purple snlendour it shouts: welcome
lesbian sisters.

well, finally the ladies have got it
together enough to have a conference of
their own (watch it buddy, there are no
ladies here, just women). and get it to-
gether we did. without financial supvort
from any gay 1ib group or women's move-
ment, a small groun of lesbians hosted a
day-long event which included groun dis-
cussions, home-made soup, more rap ses-
sdions, self-defense, and a dance. and it
happened fairly successfully.

never-in my life have i seen so many
lesbians, (about 50 altogether, coming
from anywhere between Vancouver and Mont-
real, plus one baby who hasn't decided
yet but is sympathetic to the cause).
and the first thing they did was to step
all over operation:socrates for being
male oriented and intolerably sexist.
enough said. next i ran into the ultra-
radical group who kent telling me that
any woman who related to a man (excuse
the colloqualism, the term which should
be used is prick) in any fashion was a
masochist. then i learned that we should
take all our male children and shoot them
or barring that, castrate them. a new am-
azon nation is forming!!

needless to say that did my head in
fairly well and the only thing that saved
me from jumping out the window or scream-
ing for a rescue party was the bezumba
theatre (or guerilla theatre if you're
up on literary terms) oriented towards
liberating both men and women from sexist
thinking. they were fantastic and though-
provoking.

after that i learned how to defend
myself. if you're interested, i can
show you how to kill a guy by putting his
nose through his brain or how to kick a
guy in the balls so he'll stop irritat-
ing you ( if you're good enough this
would probably accomplish the castrat-
ing necessary for the amazon society).
i was told what to do with a 1lit cigaret-
te and got to practice punching several
of the other women. i was quite impres-
sed with the simplicity and effiency of
the few things i accomnlished. i also
learned why every woman should be able
to defend herself. any woman over the age
of 14 will find it difficult to obtain
a'guilty' verdict against any attacker.
it has something to do with chaste charac-
ter and should you not be a virgin or if
you are seen talking to your assailant,
then forget it. you have no rights. also
any woman who is separated can be raped
by her husband and cannot bring action
against him (man's right as husband).
plans are emerging around the foundation
of a rape crisis centre but something
should be done about such discriminatory
legal jargon. women have a right to their
own bodies and since the law doesn't agree,
learn how to defend yourself.

the seminars continued until 8om but

the one i found most effective was concer-
ned with relationships and the lesbian. gay

women do not have the heterosexual crutch-
es of housing, marriage, social accentance
etc. they can be exploited far more often
than married women and gay men because

1. they do not have a family to attend to
2. the single man (it is assumed he is
straight, whether he is or not) prob-

ably has several girl friends to enter-.




conld

tain and everyone knows there's no such
thing as a female sex drive. we got into
such things as monogomous marriage vs.
group counling, jealousy, sexual and sen-
sual reactions, and the politics of touch.
i learned that most of these women did

not want to be "married " as a lot of gay
men presume, that they would prefer to be
able to develop their interests in as many
directions and levels possible, and that
lesbian relationships are no more stable
than gay male ones. to make a relationshin
work it takes two(or more) individuals

who are secure enough in themselves and
considerate enough of the other (or others)
to allow freedom for growth. no matter -
what type of relationship you have, you
are a person in your own right and as a
woman you should not put yourself down

for not living up to the male society's
image of womanhood, (chaste,innocent,
stable, and all that other garbage).

. the day was completed by a dance
which had a lot freer atmosnhere than

our own gay lib ones and the next day
there was a picnic on ward island.
unfortunately, i attended the 2nd day of
the gay 1ib conference( once again the
only woman) and found it terribly sexist.

come to think of it
no one ever decreed

that i

no one seemed particularly interested in
the discriminatory laws against women
and they all seemed imbued with the idea
that gay men have a werse lot than gay
women. gentlemen- how many women have
actually raped a full grown man; have
you ever thought that straight men usual-
1y recognize the fact that homosexuality
exists among males but cannot fathom the
idea that lesbians actually prefer wom-
en; finally, if you must spend so much
time discussing the law which enables you
to be picked up for gross indecency in
washrooms, why don't you propose not mak-
ing out in washrooms and then go on to more
important things like the civil rights
code, just so.

all in all, it was an amazing week-
end. i met a lot of really together
women, a few éhnoxious ones, and a
whole group of women who are concerned
enough to do things to help bring about
the end of male-sexist dominance. the
conclusion of this should be obvious:

Eve was framed- Adam did it.

as woman

had to shave my legs and arm pits

in search of pubescent

innocence.

and there is no law that says that i

must sacrifice my mind
all these years i have

to believe . in the covergirl
of starvation thin models

as beautiful.
well hey world
i'm a woman and i
as well as any man's;

i'm a lesbian
_have a brain which functions

for the sake of my femininity.
been conditioned
skinny eyebrowed image
that man nuts forth

i'm beautiful

and if you think that god would not approve of such revolt,

just remember
SP'E understands.

OPERATION:socrates

As you may have read in the
Kitchener-Waterloo Record on May 12th,
1973, seven peonle were funded by
Opportunities For Youth to do a project
on homosexuality. The aims of this groun
are to do a survey on community attitud-
es and on gay peonles attitudes towards
homosexuality; to prepare a recommended
reading 1list for counsellors and other
interested parties, and finally to put
together a handbook for high school
students and counsellors. The main em-
phasis of the project is the handbook
which is not a sex manual as was implied
in the Record and the Star on June 18th

1973. In the handbook the peonle pnlan to
answer a lot of common questions asked
about homosexuality, to print a few
interviews with peonle of varying degrees
on Kinsey's scale of sexuality, to pro-
vide some information on Venereal Disease
of particular interest to gay peonle, and
to list a short annotated reading list.
Lately the project has been receivs
ing an amazing amount of interest in the
news media. Peopnle appear to be threat-
ened and angered at the tonic of the
project, thus many have contacted their
local M.P. and complained at the waste of
government money. One M.P., who was in




the area came to visit the project vparti-
cipants and left them with the pleasant
news that he was going to try and have the
grant stopped. Peonle who approve of the
nroject have hardly been vociferous.
Oneration:Socrates had strong back-
ing by various respected agencies and in-
dividuals in the community, including a
doctor, a school trustee, counsellors,
and teachers.It has a resource committee
made up of some of these supporters. to
assist in public relations and the for-
mat of the handbonok. The peonle involved
are both gay and straight, workers and
students. They feel that they are pres-
enting an unbiased, informative book-
let which is desperately needed in the

educational system and counselling prof-
fessions. As things stand now, there is
little if any information available to
people who are questioning their sex-
uality or who are interested in learning
about other types of sexuality. The hand-
book does not proselytize; it is simply
and factually written.

Operation: Socrates has been using
the Gay Liberation office, library, and
resources. The peopnle are not trying to
represent gay liberation in any way.

The handbook in not a 'How-to' manifesto
of radical gay action; it is an education-
al tool, nothing more nothing less. It is
a shame to think that something so simple
could create such a furor among the
general public.

opinion

the following is a dramatic dialogue
which is a conversation between two
figures representing opposing interests

on a common theme.

the reader is

asked to imagine that the two speakers
can neither see nor hear each other.
any conclusion will be of your own

making.

r "
and again there weren't any women atﬁ
Lthe gay 1ib conference held at CHAT.J

'Fhe women's centre in toronto which i;
in contact with a large number of
lesbians was not informed of the gay

t1ib conference.

B

Fthe movements in the province have !
known of the conference since the
ottawa gathering and still their

Lfemale members didn't show.

J
Fwomen find it difficult to be active

-

in a male dominated glm. we feel that
we are not listened to and are tired
of struggling against internal sexist
(Qattitudes. g

r
if women want to be heard, and if theyﬂ
want to be influential, then they've

(g0t to get out and start shouting. J

Fwhere are the women in GATE and CHAT??
if they wont come out with their
political ideas, one would assume
Lthat they don't give a damn. 1

rﬁe were offended that gay pride weelg-I

was planned without consultation of
our opinions; since they were not
welcomed for gay pride, then we feel
that obviously they were not wanted
Lfor the NGEC draft. J




r

man's law is based on women's prime 1

commitment to him. men and women have
been politically defined as different.
women are still too conditionned to
face a bloc of men as angry individ-
uals. we would nrobahly not be listened
to except as unstarts and innocent

Lfools.

Mwe get rather tired of carrying thel
whole load of gay liberation and if
the radical lesbians don't start
particinating, they deserve getting
chauvinism. i |

Mot being women, we hardly know what !

their struggle is or even if we are
helping or hindering it.if gay 1ib
apnears to be a male oriented movement
it is because there are not enough
(women actively involved.

men have always needed to prove their
masculinity by controlling things.
Jd gay men are no different. when women

-

fas yet there is still no real lesbian |
identity. lesbians are working for
their rights as women and as gay ones.
the men are not intérested in working
for women's rights. to be liberated

as a woman is to be liberated as a
lesbian. we are burdened with having
(to fight on both sides. 1

1

become actively involved in glm, we
are directed and watched and never
listened to. we are tired of having

Lto battle inward discrimination.

Mesbians do not really know what gay
men are up against. gay men need to
be told to their face what women. are
thinking and feeling. the lesbians'
lack of varticination isn't going to
solve anything. it can only cause the
gap between men and women to widen.
if women are really committed to
radical feminism, they better push
pharder to make their point.

réay men can't be held resnonsible !
for women not being able to get it
together. avoiding confrontation
with men, gay or straight, is not
going to change anything. isolation
s fear. d

Fin their fight for liberation, men
have always moved with relative freedom
through a network of bars and clubs.
women have always been defined in

terms related to men.

- |

rliberation lies on all fronts. women 1
need to be secure and confident enough
to be able to raise gay men's conscious-
ness about women's issues. gay men
on the whole are not interested but
they should be made to listen and

Leventually to understand.

-

even now few

recognize the existence of lesbians.
women have been working in the

feminist movement to gain personal
liberation. we have been struggling
against male straight sexist
conditionning and are succeeding.

by remaining closeted in men only
groups, gay men avoid integration

(with women and accomnlish nothing. 1

Ma majority of gay men have for years 1
been aware enough of themselves to

at least organize socially. they

have always been aware of a lack of
liberation and of restrictions. women
obviously have not been aware long
enough. they have avoided it. we

as gay men will participate in women's
liberation if they let us know that
liberation is what they want. if
women are not interested, why should

Lmen be. g

réay men frequently reject women with 1

no idea of what opnression we face.
thus sexist thinking continues. a
gay male could probably come closest
to understanding by avbpearing as
onenly male but in female attire.
gay men have always been put down as
inefficient and feminine; they still
do not recognize that this is a
common view of women. gay women are seen
as a threat to patriarchal society.
we are no longer willing to tojerate
a sexist society. we will liberate
ourselves with or without gay men's
assistance. liberation lies on all

Eronts. 4




