Grand River Rainbow Historical Project

www.grandriver-rainbowhistory.ca/

celebrating the lives and times of rainbow folk in Grand River country

Gaily Planet

Publishing History: Issued by University of Guelph Homophile Association (UGHA)
from 1974, October - November.

Copyright Permission: Copies of individual issues of this Newsletter have been
reproduced with the kind permission of its copyright holder, Guelph Queer Equality
(GQE). This permission is part of a broad agreement to grant the Grand River Rainbow
Historical Society copyright permission to reproduce publications of Guelph Queer
Equality under its current and prior names back to its inception in 1973 (University of
Guelph Homophile Association — Guelph Gay Equality — Guelph Gay & Lesbian
Equality — Guelph Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Equality — Guelph Queer Equality). No
further reproduction is permitted.

Digitized Files: After the PDF file has displayed, we suggest that you set your viewing
window to a fairly large size and then adjust the PDF magnification so that the text can
be read comfortably.

Telephone Numbers & Email Addresses: These documents were published many years
ago. Please do NOT use them as a source for telephone numbers or email addresses for
local businesses or agencies. Reliable sources for that kind of information include
http://www.canada411.ca/ and other search engines on the Internet.

Redaction: Certain parts of the digitized text have been blacked out in accordance with our
Redaction Policy. The Grand River Rainbow Historical Society maintains a separate
collection of unmarked (unredacted) copies of the issues of this magazine for consultation
as necessary.




This is the first issue of

a new monthly publication from
U.G.H.A. The editorscof the paper

hope that THE GAILY PLANET Will
provide a mouthpiece for Guelph's
gay community. For this reason
we require your cohsributiong,
whether artistic, literary, poet-
ic or journalistic, We also re-
quire some people to put in a few
hours each month to type, print,
and distribute this paper. Please
don't hesitate to volunteer!!!
e
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YEAR No.l A SUCCESS!

phile Association was formed in
the fall of 1973 to meet some of
the social, educational and pol-
itical needs of the local gay
community.

In September, 1973, 3 small
handfull of gay people establish-
ed contact through the campus
newspaper, The Ontarion, and then
decided that the formation of a
groug§ for gay people was warrant-

ed. Once the student government
and the university administrat-
ion were approached, the UGHA

was granted recognition and be-
came an officially-accredited

student organization, later re-

ceiving funds from the student
government,

An unexpectedly large turnout
at the first meeting added to
our initiative and confidence,
and made us all more aware that
our fellow gays needed help: anad
support. Numerous ideas, rang-
ing from & counselling service
to a gay dance were proposed and
discussed. It was decided that
weekly meetings would be necces-
sary to coordinate these activ-
ities,

The first meeting broke down
much unfamiliarity, anxiety and
fear, and within months the
UGHA blossomed into the most act-
ive, productive and widely-publi-

| cized group on the campus .

The first public confrontat-
ion came ironically on Hallowe'en

{ when we invaded the university
The University of Guelph Homo- |

pub. Such zap-ins became quite
common at the pubs, especially
after our meetings.

In.an effort to help the group
on its way, a public speaking
engagement was held in Novembeber
with guests from the liberation
groups at London and Waterloo,
Several people from the Body Pol-
itic Collective, Gl B (Torc o
nto) and George Hislop from CHAT
spoke and gave their own impres-

sions of what gay libera%%ggtwgi
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doing and should be doing.

Our first dance, held on campus in November, was a success
largely due to the support from neighbouring gay groups. Dances
have since moved off campus whore people seem to be less inhibit-
ed, and dances are presently being held weekly with continuing.
success. These dances have done much to improve our contact with
the local gay community and with peoplé in general. :

The media have:been put to use as much-as possible. Weekly
articles in The Ontarion, regular campus radio broadcasts, appear-
ances on two television stations, some coverage in the local Guelph
newspaper, and regular poster distribution have done much to in-
crease local awareness of our group and ifts activities.

In the educational vein the UGHA has begun its own lending
library of publications dealing with homosexuality, feminism, and
gay liberation. Many books, journals and periodicals have been
ordered for the University Library.

llembers of our group have conducted discussion groups in
psychology and sociology classes, and with students in residences.
The UGHA has had a table during student registration week, and we
contact academic departments and administrative representatives
in the residences every semester with information on our activities
and speaking groups. We have also had some (though minimal) co-
operation with the Psychological Services department in aiding
people to adjust to their sexuality. '

Last March the UGHA had a centrally-located information/drop-
in-center booth during the fiftieth annual U. of Guelph College
Royal (open house),

In an effort to cousel people with problems relating to their
sexuality, the UGHA has established an. office/drop-in center with
a phone 1ine (currently moving to the new University Center from
Massey Hall). At an early meeting in the fall of 1973, people
from the Guelph Crisis Center explained counselling procedures
for various situations. At the present time some of our members
act as refewrals' for the Crisis Center. ‘

To increase awareness of group members for one another, an
attempt was made to establish a consclousness-raising group. This
was relatively unsuccessful largely because of the preoccupied
lives of university students. With a similar purpose, an encounter
weekend was spent with a counsellor at a student-owned farm during
the summer. We hope to continue such activities in order to increase
group awareness and coherence.

The UGHA sent delegates to the gay women's conference held in
Montreal last February, to the regional gay conference in Waterloo
last May, and to the National Conference in Winnipeg at the end of
August. '

Donations from our group were sent for the defence of 'The Brun-
swick Four' in Toronto, and to the Zodiac Friendship Society in
Saskatoon for the defence of the lesbian mothge fighting for the
custody of her two children. . :

On the political scene, the UGHA participated actively in the
National Gay Election Coalition, sending NGEC booklets to all
candidates in our ridings and confronting the local candidates pub-
lically on gay rights issues. We demonstrated before Prime Minister
Trudeau when he visited Guelph during the campaign, and were able

to get a statement of sorts from him, :
' Several members of the UGHA also marched during the GATE Toronto
Gay Pride March early in August. e : 'y
As the first anniversary of the founding of the UGHA approach-
es, we can see all too clearly how much more must be done for gay
liberation and the freeing of our gay brothers and sisters every-
where.
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VMEETING HAPPENINGS

~the first officidlk meeting of the fall semester was held on Sept. 11,
1974, The filmstrip, The Invisible Minority, was shown.

b e o T S e e Tt :
-the second meeting was held on Sept. 18,1974, It was announced that
nominations for the executive positions would be accepted.

-it was moved and passed to send $25.00 to Gays for Equality in
Winnipeg to help cover their expenses for the National Conference.
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-elections were held on Sept. 25, 1974. Elected to the executive
for the fall semester were:
President:Paul Shepherd
Vice-President:Cynthia Brown
Vice-President:Heather Ramsay
Secretary:Bruce Harwood
Treasurer:Peter Leslie
Public Relations:Jim Dougan

~a motion to buy stereo sound equipment costing $1385.00 was passed,
-it was proposed that the UGHA pay for the rental of a car to take

members to the taping of the Under Attack program featuring Dr.
Charles Socraides, at licMaster University in:Hamil ton.

-it was moved and passed that all gay and women's group membership
cards be honoured at the dances, and that the dance admission prices
be $1.50 for those with memberships and $2.00 for those without.

-plans for a Lesbian Drop-in once a week in the group office were
announced. The drop-in was scheduled to begin on Oct.3, 1974, and
to be held every Thursday at 8:00pm in the office at 105 Massey Hall.

-a biweékly women's hour was announced by Heather Ramsay, to be held
every other lMonday at noon in Room 116 Arts.
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—at the Oct. 2 meeting, it was moved and passed that 50% of the
dance profits be put into a high-interest savings account, to be
used in the event that a new location is found For the dances, or
for emergency purposes at the discretion of the general membership,

-1t was announced that an Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship meeting
to be held on Oct. 3 wild be looking at Homosexuality and Christian-
ity, with guest speaker Dr. Olthius from the Christian Studies :
Institute «in Toronto.

-Plans for athe Novi 1 Anniversary/Hallowe'en Dance were announced. A
committee volunteered to make the special arrangements for this
dance, ‘

~Ray Bruce gave a first-hand account of the attrocities in Ottawa
during the 0jibway Indian Protest on sept. 30,

-Tom Ryan of the lMetropolitan Community Church in Toronto announced
that a new parish had formed in Hamilton, holding services every
Sunday at 2:30pm in the YWCA,
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THE SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL GAY CONFERENCE

The second Canadian Gay Conference was held in Winnipeg over the
Labour Day Weekend. Five members of the UGHA attended, forming the
largest single delegation from Ontario. A total of twenty Canadian
groups were represented, from as far east as Quebec City; to Vie-
toria on the west coast. Two groups from Britain were also repre-
sented,

The activities began with a Gay Pride parade down Portage Ave.,
with apolice escort, to = rally in front of the legislature build-
ings. Public response to +he parade was fairly hostile, ranging
from heckling to open harassmant, especially from one drunken wo-
man who was eventuallyv led away by police. At the rally on the steps
of the legislature gay lecders from across Canada spoke on the ob-
jectives in changing laws ard = poiitical system which supports the
discrimination against gay people.

The first evening was devoted to workshops. One important one
concerned the so-called "hostile " closet. The reasons for some
homosexuals being antiliberation were looked into and some pos-
sible solutions were proposed. Fear, jealousy of £ays who are open
about their orientation, reactions to self-appointed leaders, and
put-downs for not being involved were some of the reasons it was
felt that this phenomenon existed. As a solution it was generally
felt that gay liberation must be made into a"marketable" item, to
convince gays that it is worthwhile for them to become involved.

Also discussed during the evening were gays and religion, and
women's liberation vs gay liberation, :

On Sunday morning an open discussion was held to floor some
ideas on setting 2 national directicn for gay liberation. It was
proposed by GATE(Toronto) that the time has come for a national
body to concern itself with changes in federal legislation, and to
deal with gay issues of a national scope. This organization would
be called the National Gay Rights Coalition (NGRC) and would have
an office in Ottawa. The issue of dealing with politicians was
discussed. For financing this and other operations, a proposal was
made by Saskatoon Gay Action to seot up a national gay foundation.
This body would collect contributions from individuals and organ-
izations throughout the country and allccate them, upon consulta-
tion with the contributors, %5 such things as the NGRC, political
lobbying, a central national iaformation and printing center,
defence funds to support gay people in legai hattles for their
rights, to pay for such Projects as the Natinal Gay Archives, and
to provide travel expensges to send delegates to national and inter-
national conferencesg,

In the afternoon specific motions were put forward for setting
a national direction for gay liberation. It was moved and passed
that a major part of the gay rights struggle be jioted to the
fight to get sexual orientation included in provifi€ial human rights
legislation. It was also moved and passed that a major priority of
the national movement be to znd sexism within all gay organizations,
specifically in the all-male organizations. It was proposed that
this be done through the distribution and reading of feminist 1it-
erature by gay men, and through consciousness_raising groups, It
was also moved that a committee be organized by Saskatoon Gay
Action to look into tha establishment of a National Gay Foundation.
It was moved finally that in all national projects that the exist-

ence of the French language and of the French fact throughout Canada

be taken into consideration. » (cont'd)
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During Sunday afternoon, workshops were held on gays and the
media, sexism in the gay movement, youth sexuality, and on coun-
selling procedures.

At the final plenary session on lionday, more motions were put
forward. Maurice Flood of GATE (Vancouver) moved that the movement
accept as a principle that gay women, who face a double oppression,
should be able to set up their own organizations limited to women
if they so choose, without such actions being construed as sexist.

Gay liberation rejects per se the notion that sexism is a'two-way'

street, because this suggests that women have posessed power equal

to men and that women have the ability to oppress men in

econemiic, Jor political sefise; It was
consisting of GATE(

ence site.

a social,
also moved that a committee,

Toronto) arrange the choice of the next confer-

While this very brief roundup of what happened at the conference

does not reveal any earth-shaking products,
e and.especially gay liberate
rested in. Perhaps the more

idea of the sort of things gay peopl
ionists in Canada are currently inte

it should give some

valuable repercussions of the Winnipeg meeting are not to be found

in my resume.
gay leaders from across
on the national level,

the country,

Thege would have to inc

lude the meeting of minds of
a new level of communication

and an increased awareness of the diversity

of problems that are faced by gay people in a country as large as

Canada.

Jim Dougan
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NEWS ITENS-LOCAL AND NATIONAL

Members Attend UNDER ATTACK Taping

Oh Thursday Septi 26, T Went to
watch the program 'Under Attack'
at McMaster University in Hamilton.
Under attack was a New York psych-
iatnisit;, Dr. ' Chariles Socraides, who
has worked for some fifteen years
now: "rehabilitating" homosexuals.
His belief was that most homosex-
uals were not so by their own want-
ing .and that they should be given
the oppourtunity to be cured of
what he believed was a psychiatric
disorder, if they so desired,

Upon the disclosuregyy Dr. Soc-
raides that ‘he felt hd exuality
was a disease in that it had char-
acteristics of all other diseases
i.e.symptoms displeasurable to the
person affected, many gays in the
audience displayed appropriate
signs of militancy for the surround-
ings(television tapings) in which
they were situated.

Continuing, Dr. Socraides discus-
sed his work during the early 1960°'s
in trying to get homosexual pract-
ices taken off the criminal codes

in the U.S.A., He expressed dis-
may that before he could accomp-
lish this the American Psychia-
tric Association had removed
homosexuality off its list of
diseases.

It was brought up dering the
question session which followed
that Dr. Socraides possibly had
a financial stake in labelling
gays as mentally i1l1l. Had he not
spent most of his career devig-
ing means with which to convert
gay men and women to heterosex-~
uality? Dr. Socraides was also
questioned on his power to dig-
tinguish between the right and
wreng way of behaving in our
society. Any other issues rajs-
ed which conflicted with the
doctor's point of view were eas-
ily shot down, but T believe, un-
fortunately, that the list of
possible questions handed out
by the program crew before the
show rigged the whole thing.,

(cont'd)
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In closing, however, I would
like to commend Dr., Socraides for
at least offering a means by which
a homosexual who truly desires to
become heterosexual, may do so.
Howevey, 1% 19 still my oplnion,
as I consider myself bisexual,
that Dr. Socraides has made a mis-
take, one which hurt me rather than
make ‘me feel militant. In expres-
singto the millions of people in
Canada that in his educated opinion
homosexuality is a psychological
disorder, I feel that Dr. Socraides
was not acting for the general
good of the young people of this
nation of whieh I am s’ wmember..
Obviously homosexuality is a de-
viation from the social norm, but
in our democratic society for one
man to profess that one way of
life i s0 disoriented as 'to be
classed as a disease is beyond his
legal ipremebad rightis Paul’'C.

Rob S D DR e

UGHA MEMBERS ZAP IVCF MEETING

On Oc tober thipd, represetitats
ives of the UGHA attended an Inter
Varsity Christian Fellowship meet-
ing to hear a lecture given by
Dr. Olthius on the Christian view
of sexuality and homosexuality.

His comments amounted to the pop-
ular Christian view, that homo-
sexuality per se is not sinful, but
an obsession with homosexuality and
homosexual acts is not tosbe cons
doned by good Christians.
real accomplishment of -the evening
was the presense of gays to ask
and answer questions and generally
show the flag.

Bruce Harwood
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GAY MAN DEFIES IMMIGRATION ACT

John Kyper, an American gay act+avoured the st
family'
S concept.

ivist from Boston, was refused ent
ry into Canada at the Niagara Fall
border station on the grounds that
he was a homosexual. Kyper was
carrying coples of the gay papers,
FAG RAG and GAY COLMUNITY NEWS at
the time. He was told that he was
permanently banned from entering
Canada since he was included as

The onlygoce

THE GAILY PLANET/6

a prohibited person under the dic-
tates of the .Immigration Act.

GATE(Toronto) arranged with
Kyper to have him enter the coun-
try anonymously to appear on the
national C3C 'As It Heppens' pro-
gram and. on CLTY-TVin: Torohbo.
Other gay groups in Edmonton, Sask-
atoon and Ottawa issued press re-
leases and started letter-writing
campaigns to the Minister of Im-
migration, ‘Robert Andras. A demon-
stration is planned in Ottawa for
Tuesgay Octe-15,700 Front 60 the?
Immigration Building.

The policies of the Immigration
Department are currently under re-
view,
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FAMILY INSTITUTE RECOGNIZES
GAY COUPLES

Homosexual couples who live to-
gether for long periods should be
viewed as a family, the Vanier In-
stitue of the Family has recently
announced.,

'We now respect any form of hu-
man relations that is good and
loying, ! stated lis. Mozah Zemans,
president of the prestigious 0t-
tawa-based institute.

Executive members of the Inst-
itiute said that unmarried couples,
single parent units, and coopera-
tive groups should also be viewed
as families.

People have become servants of
ial institutions geared to
serve and perpetuate the tradit-
ional family, and as a result hu-
man relations are being eroded,
they eaid.

The Institute, formed to direct
research intge problems of modern
family lifeQill expand its pos-
itieon from. @ which'implicitly

atus

(U0 nuclear
te 5 mole raé&caflgroup

(from Body Politic)
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IF YOU HAVE A NEWS ITEM THAT YOU

WOULD LIKE TO HAVE PUBLISHED, PLEASE

SUBMIT IT AT THE UGHA OFFICE,



VWOLIEN'S NEUS

Recently two women from UGHA have begun a 'Tesbian Drop-in'
held every Thursday evening at 8:00PM in the UGHA office, Rm.218
in the University Center (105 lassey Hall for Oet, 17), Although
any and all interested women are welcome, the response thus far
has been poor. The drop-in originated from concern that perhaps
many women had not been coming out due to hegative feelings a-
bout being involved in a predominantly male group. Presently we
are trying to stress a 'coffee and conversation' atmosphere in
which women can get together, relax and feel comfortable in being
themselves. Even though the majority of gay women in this area do
not seem to be interested in organizational activities, the number
of women attending dances has been steadily increasing.

The fall semester here at Guelph has begun with renewed in-
terest in Women's Studies with two courses on women being offered
and a group organized to obtain permanent Women's Studies courses
in various departments.

Also, a 'Federation of Women Sstudents" has been formed pri-
marily to combat sexism in the University community, Although the
Federation is relatively new, it has already been involved in many
issues, the least of which resulted in a Women's Editor for the Ont-
arion, the campus newspaper.

The University Library is slowly but steadily being infiltrated
with books and journals pertinent to gay liberation and the feminist
movement. So far the UGHA 1ibrary is not doing too badly either. Per-

haps a list of available books can be prepared for a {uture n%wsletter.
_We would both really appreciate any ideas, articles, whatever,

aying to.do with women. We need. vour help and even if you are not .
?n%o %riting,dropmgn as itHLS»ngc% to kneg*tﬁat“you'are not_alone.
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UGHA Weekly lieetings - held every Wednesday evening in the ninth
floor lounge of the Arts Sullding, If of G
lleetings start at 8:00pm and usually con-
tinue to as late as 11pm, :

iesbian Drop-in - every Thursday night. We hope that any inter-
ested women will attend for coffee and friend-
1y conversation. 8:00pm in the UCGHA office,
Room d+¢ University Centre.

UGHA Dances - dances are held every Friday night starting at
8pm in the Club Room of the Royal Hotel. Dress
is whatever you want to wear, admission is $1.50
for persons holding a membership with any g8y o
women's organization(please bring vour cards) and
$2.00 for those without. '

UGHA OFFICE AND LIBRAR . -~ ve have juet moved out of 105 Massey
ié) Hall and into Rm, 217 of the new Uni-
versity Centre, We try to keep the
office staffed full +time during the
day, so please drop in or ecall at
824-4120 ext, 8575,

11 you are inte reading books by
and about gay people, women, or on the
subject of human sexuality, we have
a growing library in the office.

(cont'd)
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MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATE DANCE - to be held in Toronto -on Saturday night, Oct. 19
in the gymnasium of the Graduate Student Building,
0iF 3ancroft St. betwead Spadina and Huron. For
more information call 961-9389 or 364-6731

HAMILTON DANCES - start Oct. 18 and will be held every three.
Weeks thereafier (Nov.8,20. Dec, .15) Dances
are held at the Textile Worker's Hall on King
Ok ,

LONDON DANCES - Qct, Roal, 28 ‘Nov. '8 92 in the Party Room; o7
York St:, in london.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Man and woman looking for one-bedroon apartment in home or older
building in Guelph. Apply Box 10, UGHA, University Cengare
Gay students looking for large house to rent yearround, Noat
quiet peopnle, would take excellent care of house and property.

In Guelph, would prefer—-close-to campus. Please call 822

in evenings. '

IF YOU WISH TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT OR WANT TO ADVERTISE, DROP
BY THE UGHA OFFICE IN THE U. CENTER, OR CALL,SZQ-QIZO exliatians,




